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The Saptakoteshwar Temple in Narve, Goa, is a significant historical and architectural marvel that has 

endured over time. This temple holds immense cultural and religious significance and has played a 

pivotal part in the region's historical development. The temple's elaborate design and distinctive 

architectural elements not only mirror the cultural and religious ideas of the era but also demonstrate an 

exceptional degree of artistry and expertise. This Research Paper aims to explore the historical 

significance and architectural excellence of the Saptakoteshwar Temple in great depth. We will analyse 

the significant historical events linked to the temple, the distinctive architectural characteristics of the 

temple, and the materials and techniques employed in its creation. In addition, we will examine the 

ongoing preservation initiatives focused on upholding the temple's historical and architectural legacy 

and the difficulties encountered in the preservation process. Lastly, we will analyse the future potential 

of the Saptakoteshwar Temple and its impact on tourism and cultural importance. This Research Paper 

will enhance the comprehension and admiration of this extraordinary historical and architectural marvel. 

Historical Importance of the Saptakoteshwar Temple  

What is the historical context of the Saptakoteshwar Temple?  

The Saptakoteshwar Temple is a notable historical monument situated in Narve, Goa. The temple 

possesses a venerable historical heritage from the Kadamba era in the eleventh century [1]. The temple's 

deity was the ancestral deity of the Kadamba monarchs, who promoted its worship by using it on their 

coins and copper plates [1]. The temple was restored by Madhava Mantri, the Minister of the 

Vijayanagar kingdom, in 1391 A.D. Following its destruction under the Bahamani regime [1]. The 

temple experienced multiple invasions and was demolished during the period of Portuguese authority in 

1540 [1]. The Portuguese utilised the stone from the temple to construct their church in the immediate 
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vicinity [2]. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj [3] refurbished the temple. According to the religious scripture 

called the Sangameshwar Kshetra Mahatmya, ten places are mentioned in the Konkan region, and this 

temple is one of them [3]. The temple is regarded as one of the most sacred locations in Goa [3]. The 

temple remains are still evident in the chapel connected to the graveyard of the church of Nossa Senhora 

da Piedade [2]. The Saptakoteshwar Temple has recently been restored by the Goa Archives and 

Archaeology Department to preserve its historical importance and cultural heritage [3].  

What are the significant historical events linked to the temple?  

The Shri Saptakoteshwar Temple is an antiquated temple having a substantial historical background [4]. 

Legend has it that seven revered sages commenced their prayers to Lord Shiva in the vicinity where five 

sacred rivers converged with the sea. They persisted in their prayers for seven crore years until Lord 

Shiva manifested himself to fulfil their desires [4]. Lord Shiva committed to staying at the location in 

one of his forms, Sapkoteshwar, which signifies the ruler of millions and is currently linked with the 

temple [4]. The temple is associated with the Kadamba dynasty, as it is the place of worship for its deity, 

Saptakoteshwar. Several coins discovered at the temple bear inscriptions that include the name of the 

deity and that of King Jayeshi from the Kadamba dynasty [4]. Throughout its history, the temple has 

experienced several alterations, one of which being its destruction during the deliberate mistreatment 

and conversion of Goan Hindus under the reign of Bahamani Sultan Gangu Bahamani after his conquest 

of Goa in 1352. The Lingam was discarded in a meadow on Deepvati or Diwadi island [3]. 

Nevertheless, in 1391, Madhav Mantri, a minister of Emperor Hariharraya, reconstructed the temple 

following the establishment of the Vijayanagara Empire [3]. 2018, the temple received repair to 

conserve its historical significance [5]. The Shri Saptakoteshwar Temple is one of the six temples 

dedicated to Lord Shiva in the Konkan region. It holds significant historical importance as a landmark. 

[5][4] Gokulashtami [4] is the primary festival observed at this temple. Furthermore, the renovation 

signified the culmination of 350 years of Temple Jeernodhar by Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj [5].  

How has the temple's historical significance influenced its cultural significance?  

The cultural significance of the Shri Saptakoteshwar Temple is closely linked to its historical relevance 

and efforts to revive traditional Goan wall art. The temple's initial placement at Koti Tirth on Divar 

Island holds historical importance [5]. The temple has undergone a repair effort to revitalise its cultural 

affiliation with its original site [5]. The restoration project symbolised the culmination of 350 years of 
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Temple Jeernodhar by Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and highlighted the significance of safeguarding 

cultural heritage. The temple has also played a significant role in the resurgence of the traditional wall 

art of Goa, known as Kaavi, in its genuine form and essence. The resurgence of this art form in Goa has 

played a crucial role in promoting and safeguarding its traditional heritage while enhancing the temple's 

cultural importance [5]. The temple's extensive historical background and profound cultural importance 

have established it as a prominent architectural feature in the area, drawing many tourists and 

worshippers annually.  

The Saptakoteshwar Temple showcases exceptional architectural brilliance.  

What are the distinctive architectural characteristics of the Saptakoteshwar Temple?  

The Saptakoteshwar Temple is an exceptional temple located in the village of Narve in Goa. The temple 

is renowned for its extraordinary architectural characteristics, which have been unveiled due to recent 

repair efforts. The restoration efforts have revealed previously undiscovered aspects of the temple's 

elaborate architectural legacy, which were unfamiliar to many people [6]. The temple possesses a unique 

Shikhara, a pinnacle above the sanctuary, which distinguishes it from other nearby temples [6]. 

Historical documents and inscriptions provide evidence that the Goa-Kadamba emperors Jayakeshi-I 

and Jayakeshi-II minted coins that depicted the mythology of the temple and its Shikhara. This 

emphasises the importance of the temple in the cultural and architectural legacy of the region [6]. In 

addition, certain inscriptions specifically identify Saptakoteshwar as their ancestral god, thereby 

emphasising its significance not only within the local community but also outside it [6]. The 

Saptakoteshwar Temple is an exceptional and noteworthy architectural masterpiece that warrants 

additional investigation and scholarly examination.  

How does the temple's architectural design mirror the cultural and theological ideologies 

prevalent during that period?  

The temple's architecture embodies the cultural and theological ideologies of the era. The 

Brihadeeswarar Temple, constructed under the rule of the Chola dynasty, is a remarkable display of 

their architectural and creative excellence [7]. The temple's great-height vimana is embellished with 

elaborate sculptures and carvings that portray different deities, celestial creatures, and mythological 

settings. These artistic elements serve as a representation of the religious beliefs prevalent during that 
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period [7]. The temple exemplifies the remarkable Dravidian architectural style, which originated in 

South India and is distinguished by its imposing gopuram, sanctum, three-ante chamber, and pillared 

and open hall [7]. The Kanchipuram temples include detailed carvings, colourful paintings, and ornate 

gopurams that highlight the architectural legacy of South India [7]. The architecture of the Mahabodhi 

Temple exemplifies the magnificence of ancient Indian Buddhist architecture, featuring a classical 

temple wall adorned with beautiful stone carvings, sculptures, and reliefs that depict scenes from the life 

of Lord Buddha and many Buddhist symbols [7]. The temple's basement is adorned with ornamental 

carvings depicting honeysuckle and geese, while the spire, toranas, and pillars exhibit elaborate 

decorations [7]. The temple's doors are oriented towards the east and north, by the traditional 

architectural style of Indian temples [7]. The Somnath Temple, a sacred Hindu destination, showcases 

the Chalukya architectural style [7]. The architectural splendour of the structure reflects the exceptional 

masonry abilities of the master craftsmen from Gujarat [7]. The architecture of the Golden Temple 

embodies the cultural and theological principles of Sikhism, showcasing meticulous gold leaf work, 

marble inlay, and detailed carvings that depict Sikh holy symbols and motifs [7]. The temple's front is 

mirrored in the adjacent Amrit Sarovar, resulting in a stunning spectacle for visitors [7]. India's temples 

provide a look into the country's diverse cultural legacy. They include intricate artwork with symbolic 

meaning, expressing cosmic principles, heavenly characteristics, and spiritual teachings [7].  

Which materials and techniques were employed in the construction of the temple?  

The construction of the Shri Saptakoteshwar Temple is a remarkable display of engineering prowess. 

The temple was constructed utilising indigenous laterite stones, a prevalent construction material in the 

area [6]. The Garbhagriha, the innermost sanctum, is an exceptionally notable aspect of the temple's 

architecture. The structure was sculpted from a solitary laterite boulder, with the Garbhagriha positioned 

on the upper part and protected by a dome adorned with a Shikhara [6]. In addition, the temple has been 

architecturally constructed to facilitate adequate airflow and natural light, which is essential for both the 

structural integrity of the building and the comfort of its visitors [6]. Generally, the temple's builders 

demonstrate their superb craftsmanship and innovation using locally obtained materials and clever 

architectural aspects.  

Conservation initiatives and potential outcomes  

What preservation initiatives are now being undertaken to conserve the Saptakoteshwar Temple?  
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Preserving the Saptakoteshwar Temple involves several approaches, emphasising actively involving and 

cooperating with a wide range of partners [8]. Nationally, there are efforts to preserve natural resources, 

like the U.S. government's objective to protect 30% of lands and waters by 2030 through locally-driven 

initiatives [9]. Furthermore, there is an increasing trend towards acknowledging and safeguarding 

unacknowledged heritage sites, which can contribute to the inclusion of various viewpoints and enhance 

the significance of cultural heritage in society [10]. Land trusts are dedicated to preserving significant 

locations, guaranteeing the land's heritage for future generations [11]. Meanwhile, specific preservation 

endeavours are directing their focus towards the future by considering the integration of affordable 

housing and economic growth within their preservation activities [12]. Heritage Conservation also 

referred to as the preservation of cultural heritage, is the deliberate effort to prolong the deterioration 

caused by natural processes. 

Nevertheless, addressing the issues of biodiversity loss and climate change may necessitate 

interconnected solutions based on the principles of "Nature and Equity" [13][14]. The ultimate factor for 

achieving practical conservation endeavours is the combination of teamwork, diversity, and sustained 

dedication to preservation [15]. Scouts now receive patches for completing activities that align with 

many preservation categories, including personal history. This underscores the significance of 

cultivating a sense of duty towards conservation in upcoming generations, guaranteeing the perpetuation 

of endeavours to conserve cultural heritage in the times ahead [16].  

What difficulties arise when attempting to safeguard the architectural and historical legacy of the 

temple?  

Preserving a temple's architectural and historical heritage is a complex endeavour that necessitates a 

preservation movement focused on the well-being of individuals, working together with both new and 

established partners to tackle underlying social problems and improve the world [8]. In order to 

successfully protect a temple, it is essential to establish clear conservation objectives and make efforts to 

accomplish them, similar to the endeavour to save 30% of the United States' lands and waters by 2030 

[9]. In order to strengthen the significance of cultural heritage in society, the preservation movement 

should incorporate a range of viewpoints, including those from unrecognised heritage sites [10]. Area 

trusts can also play a crucial role in perpetually conserving unique locations by committing to 

safeguarding the area for future generations [11]. Furthermore, interconnected solutions centred around 

the principles of "Nature and Equity" could be crucial in addressing issues with the decline of 
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biodiversity and climate change [14]. Regardless of the difficulties, it is crucial to safeguard 

architectural and historical legacy. Scouts engage in various preservation tasks, such as documenting 

personal history, to shape a future that prioritises conservation [16]. By adopting effective conservation 

strategies used in other domains like rainforests and coral reefs, it is feasible to safeguard heritage assets 

for future generations [15]. Heritage conservation sometimes referred to as the preservation of cultural 

heritage, seeks to employ all available means to slow down the natural process of deterioration and 

guarantee that future generations can fully comprehend and value the historical and architectural 

significance of the temple [13].  

What is the potential for future tourist and cultural relevance of the Saptakoteshwar Temple?  

The Saptakoteshwar Temple is a prominent cultural and historical monument. When it comes to any 

heritage monument, it is crucial to contemplate the long-term viability of the temple's tourist and 

cultural importance for future generations. An effective strategy to tackle this dilemma involves 

establishing a preservation movement that prioritises the needs and well-being of individuals and works 

in collaboration with partners to address underlying societal problems and promote a fairer future [8]. A 

noteworthy endeavour is the United States' pioneering objective to preserve 30% of its lands and waters 

by 2030, spearheaded by community-driven initiatives with national backing [9]. Conservationists may 

employ unique tactics to enhance the temple's function in the community, such as incorporating various 

perspectives and acknowledging unrecognised cultural sites [10]. Ensuring the long-term viability of the 

temple's tourism can be achieved by establishing land trusts dedicated to indefinitely preserving 

significant locations. This commitment guarantees that the temple will remain accessible to future 

generations [11]. These endeavours can be bolstered through partnerships spanning several domains, 

such as affordable housing, art, building trades, conservation, and economic growth [12]. It is crucial to 

develop strategies for conserving heritage that consider the decline in biodiversity and the impact of 

climate change. These strategies should prioritise the interconnectedness of "Nature and Equity" as 

answers to these concerns [14]. By implementing these strategies, we can guarantee the preservation of 

the Saptakoteshwar Temple as a significant cultural and historical monument for future generations.  

The Saptakoteshwar Temple in Narve, Goa, is a significant cultural and historical monument with a long 

and illustrious history tracing back to the twelfth century. This research has revealed the many 

intricacies of the temple's historical importance and architectural excellence. The temple has undergone 

renovations and re-establishments throughout its history, with significant contributions from Chhatrapati 
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Shivaji Maharaj and Madhava Mantri. The temple's cultural value is derived from its association with 

the Kadamba dynasty and its restoration of traditional Goan mural art. The restoration work conducted 

in 2018 by the Goa Archives and Archaeology Department has revealed previously undiscovered 

aspects of the temple's extensive architectural legacy. To guarantee the long-term viability of the 

temple's tourist and cultural importance for future generations, it is essential to implement initiatives 

such as establishing land trusts and incorporating a wide range of perspectives and underappreciated 

heritage sites. Considering the consequences of biodiversity loss and climate change on heritage 

preservation is crucial. We should prioritise the interconnected "Nature and Equity" solutions to address 

these concerns. In conclusion, the Saptakoteshwar Temple serves as a concrete representation of Goa's 

abundant cultural and historical legacy, and it is imperative to undertake measures to safeguard it for the 

sake of future generations. 
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