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Internal conflicts in Bangladesh can arise from various sources, 

including political, socio-economic, and religious tensions. 

Historically, political polarization between major parties, such as the 

Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has been 

a significant driver of internal conflict. Additionally, issues related to 

governance, corruption, poverty, and inequality can contribute to unrest 

within the country. Moreover, religious extremism and communal 

violence have occasionally flared up, posing challenges to 

Bangladesh's stability and harmony. Efforts to address these conflicts 

often involve political dialogue, socio-economic reforms, and 

initiatives to promote inclusivity and tolerance. Internal conflicts in 

Bangladesh have been influenced by various factors such as political 

tensions, socio-economic disparities, religious differences, and ethnic 

issues. Historically, political rivalries between major parties, such as 

the Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), have 

sometimes escalated into violence and unrest. Additionally, there have 

been conflicts related to land rights, labor issues, and tensions between 

different religious and ethnic groups. The government has worked to 

address these issues through various measures, including political 

dialogue, economic development initiatives, and law enforcement 

efforts. However, addressing the root causes of these conflicts remains 

a complex challenge. 
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Introduction: 

Internal conflict in Bangladesh has been a significant issue, with various factors contributing to it over 

the years. One of the major sources of conflict has been political in nature, stemming from power 

struggles between different parties and leaders. Additionally, socio-economic disparities, ethnic 

tensions, and religious differences have also fueled internal strife. The government has been working to 

address these issues through various means, including dialogue, policy reforms, and development 

initiatives. However, resolving such complex conflicts often requires sustained efforts from multiple 

stakeholders. Internal conflict in Bangladesh has been influenced by political, socio-economic, ethnic, 

and religious factors. The country has experienced periods of political instability, with power struggles 

between different parties and leaders. Socio-economic disparities have contributed to tensions, 

especially between rural and urban populations. Ethnic minority groups have at times faced 

discrimination and marginalization, leading to protests and unrest. Additionally, religious extremism has 

posed challenges to social harmony. Efforts to address these conflicts include political dialogue, 

economic development initiatives, and measures to promote inter-community harmony and tolerance. 

Internal conflict in Bangladesh has been rooted in various social, political, and economic issues. 

Historically, tensions have arisen between different political factions, as well as between the government 

and opposition.Sure, here are some key points about the internal conflict in Bangladesh: 

1. Political Turmoil: Bangladesh has experienced frequent political unrest, often centered around power 

struggles between the ruling party and the opposition. This has led to violent protests, strikes, and 

disruptions to daily life. 

2. Ethnic and Religious Tensions: Tensions exist between different ethnic and religious groups in 

Bangladesh, leading to occasional violence and discrimination. The Rohingya refugee crisis, with 

Rohingya Muslims fleeing persecution in Myanmar, has also strained resources and heightened tensions. 

3. Secularism vs. Islamism: Bangladesh's secular identity is sometimes challenged by Islamist groups 

seeking to impose stricter interpretations of Islam on society. This tension manifests in debates over 

laws, education, and cultural norms. 

4. Economic Disparities: Economic inequality is a significant issue in Bangladesh, with a large wealth 

gap between the rich and the poor. This can fuel social unrest and resentment towards the government 

and the elite. 
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5. Corruption: Corruption is widespread in Bangladesh, affecting various aspects of society, including 

politics, business, and law enforcement. It undermines trust in institutions and exacerbates social and 

economic disparities. 

6. Environmental Challenges: Bangladesh is vulnerable to natural disasters, such as cyclones and floods, 

exacerbated by climate change. These disasters can lead to displacement, loss of livelihoods, and 

conflicts over resources. 

7. Violent Extremism: Bangladesh has faced challenges from violent extremist groups, including 

Islamist militants. Attacks on religious minorities, secular activists, and foreigners have raised concerns 

about security and stability. 

Addressing these complex issues requires comprehensive strategies focusing on governance, social 

justice, economic development, and inter-community dialogue. 

History behind internal conflict in Bangladesh: 

The internal conflict in Bangladesh has deep historical roots, shaped by a series of events and factors: 

1. Partition of British India: The partition of British India in 1947 led to the creation of Pakistan, 

comprising two geographically separated regions - West Pakistan (present-day Pakistan) and East 

Pakistan (present-day Bangladesh). The geographic and cultural differences between East and West 

Pakistan laid the groundwork for future tensions. 

2. Language Movement: One of the major catalysts for the independence movement in East Pakistan 

was the Language Movement of 1952. The movement centered around the recognition of Bengali as a 

state language alongside Urdu, sparked protests and eventually led to the recognition of Bengali as one 

of Pakistan's official languages. 

3. Political and Economic Grievances: East Pakistan faced political and economic marginalization by the 

central government in West Pakistan. The concentration of power and resources in the west, coupled 

with neglect of East Pakistan's development needs, fueled resentment among the Bengali population. 

4. Cultural and Linguistic Identity: The people of East Pakistan, primarily Bengali-speaking, had a 

distinct cultural and linguistic identity separate from the dominant Urdu-speaking population of West 
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Pakistan. This cultural divide contributed to a sense of alienation and fueled demands for greater 

autonomy. 

5. The 1971 Liberation War: The culmination of these grievances was the Bangladesh Liberation War of 

1971. Following years of political unrest and a brutal crackdown by the Pakistani military, Bangladesh 

declared independence on March 26, 1971. The nine-month-long war resulted in the loss of millions of 

lives and widespread destruction before Bangladesh achieved independence on December 16, 1971. 

6. Post-Independence Challenges: Despite gaining independence, Bangladesh faced numerous 

challenges in nation-building, including political instability, economic struggles, and natural disasters. 

The assassination of Bangladesh's founding father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in 1975 further destabilized 

the young nation. 

7. Democratization and Governance: Bangladesh's transition to democracy has been marred by periods 

of military rule, political violence, and allegations of election rigging. The rivalry between the two major 

political parties, the Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has often resulted in 

polarization and unrest. 

Effect of internal conflict in Bangladesh: 

Internal conflicts in Bangladesh can have far-reaching effects on various aspects of society, including 

political stability, economic development, social cohesion, and human rights. These conflicts may arise 

from political divisions, ethnic tensions, economic disparities, or religious differences. They can lead to 

violence, displacement of populations, disruptions to infrastructure and services, and damage to the 

country's reputation internationally. Additionally, internal conflicts can hinder efforts to address pressing 

issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation, impeding progress and prosperity for 

the nation as a whole. Internal conflicts in Bangladesh can have several significant effects: 

1. Economic Impact: Internal conflicts can disrupt economic activities, leading to loss of productivity, 

damage to infrastructure, and investment flight. This can hinder economic growth, exacerbate poverty, 

and impede efforts to improve living standards. 

2. Social Disruption: Conflict can create social divisions and tensions within communities, leading to 

distrust and animosity among different groups. Displacement of populations, loss of livelihoods, and 

disruption of social services can further exacerbate social instability. 
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3. Political Instability: Internal conflicts often have political roots or implications, leading to instability 

within the government and undermining the democratic process. Political polarization and governance 

challenges can arise, hindering effective decision-making and policy implementation. 

4. Humanitarian Crisis: Conflict can result in a humanitarian crisis, with widespread displacement, food 

insecurity, and limited access to healthcare and education. Vulnerable groups, such as women, children, 

and the elderly, are particularly affected by the breakdown of social services and protection mechanisms. 

5. International Relations: Internal conflicts can strain Bangladesh's relations with neighboring countries 

and the international community. They may lead to concerns about regional stability, migration flows, 

and security threats, affecting diplomatic relations and foreign aid. 

6. Psychological Impact: The trauma of living through conflict can have long-lasting psychological 

effects on individuals and communities, including increased stress, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD). Reconciliation and healing processes are crucial for addressing these mental health 

challenges. 

Overall, internal conflicts in Bangladesh have wide-ranging and interconnected effects that undermine 

the country's development and stability. Addressing the root causes of these conflicts and promoting 

peacebuilding efforts are essential for fostering sustainable development and social cohesion. 

Expansion of internal conflict in Bangladesh: 

The expansion of internal conflict in Bangladesh can occur through various mechanisms 

1. Geographical Spread: Initially localized conflicts can escalate and spread to other regions within the 

country. This expansion may be fueled by factors such as the movement of armed groups, communal 

tensions, or government responses that inadvertently exacerbate the situation. 

2. Ethnic and Religious Polarization: Conflicts may deepen existing ethnic or religious divides, leading 

to the involvement of different communities and the escalation of tensions. Radicalization and extremist 

ideologies can also contribute to the expansion of conflict across diverse populations. 

3. Political Fragmentation: Political rivalries and power struggles can intensify conflict dynamics as 

different factions compete for influence and control. This fragmentation can lead to the formation of 

armed groups or militias aligned with various political interests, further exacerbating the conflict. 
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4. External Influences: External factors, such as neighboring countries or transnational militant groups, 

may exploit internal conflicts in Bangladesh for their own strategic interests. Support provided by 

external actors, including funding, arms, and training, can fuel the expansion and prolongation of 

conflict. 

5. Socioeconomic Factors: Socioeconomic disparities and grievances, including poverty, inequality, and 

marginalization, can exacerbate internal tensions and contribute to the expansion of conflict. Economic 

inequalities may drive recruitment into armed groups or fuel resentment towards the government. 

6. State Responses: Heavy-handed or repressive state responses to internal dissent can escalate conflicts 

and lead to further violence. Crackdowns on peaceful protests, arbitrary arrests, and human rights abuses 

can alienate communities and exacerbate grievances, fueling the expansion of conflict. 

Overall, the expansion of internal conflict in Bangladesh is a complex process influenced by a 

combination of factors, including socio-political dynamics, external influences, and government 

responses. Addressing the root causes of conflict, promoting inclusive governance, and fostering 

dialogue and reconciliation are essential for preventing further escalation and promoting peace and 

stability in the country. 

Impact of internal conflict in Bangladesh to its neighbor countries: 

The impact of internal conflict in Bangladesh on its neighboring countries can be significant and 

multifaceted 

1. Regional Stability: Internal conflict in Bangladesh can have spillover effects on regional stability, 

especially in neighboring countries with shared borders. Escalating violence, cross-border attacks, or 

refugee flows can destabilize neighboring regions, exacerbating existing tensions and security 

challenges. 

2. Economic Implications: Disruptions to trade and commerce due to internal conflict in Bangladesh can 

affect its neighbors, particularly those with close economic ties. Any interruption in supply chains, 

transit routes, or labor markets can have adverse effects on regional economies, leading to decreased 

trade and investment. 



       The Academic                                                                                      Volume 2 | Issue 4 | April 2024 

Dr. Jyoti Rani                                                                  Page | 296  

3. Security Threats: Internal conflict may create opportunities for extremist groups or militants to exploit 

porous borders and establish networks in neighboring countries. This can pose security threats to the 

region, including increased terrorism, arms trafficking, and organized crime. 

4. Refugee Influx: In the event of a humanitarian crisis or mass displacement resulting from internal 

conflict, neighboring countries may experience a significant influx of refugees fleeing violence or 

persecution. This can strain resources, infrastructure, and social services in host communities, creating 

socio-economic challenges and potential tensions. 

5. Diplomatic Relations: Internal conflict in Bangladesh can affect diplomatic relations with neighboring 

countries, particularly if the conflict spills over into border areas or if neighboring governments perceive 

Bangladesh's internal situation as a threat to regional stability. Diplomatic efforts may be required to 

mitigate tensions and address shared security concerns. 

6. Humanitarian Assistance: Neighboring countries may be called upon to provide humanitarian 

assistance and support to address the needs of affected populations, including refugees and internally 

displaced persons (IDPs). Coordination among regional actors and international organizations may be 

necessary to ensure an effective response to the humanitarian crisis. 

Overall, the impact of internal conflict in Bangladesh on its neighbor countries underscores the 

interconnectedness of regional dynamics and the importance of collaborative efforts to address security, 

humanitarian, and socio-economic challenges in the region. Diplomatic engagement, conflict resolution, 

and regional cooperation are essential for promoting stability and prosperity in South Asia. 

Effect of internal conflict with respect to industries in Bangladesh: 

1. Disruption of Supply Chains: Internal conflict can disrupt supply chains, leading to delays in the 

delivery of raw materials, components, and finished goods. This disruption can affect various industries, 

including manufacturing, textiles, and agriculture, leading to decreased production and increased costs. 

2. Investment Uncertainty: Internal conflict creates uncertainty and risk for investors, both domestic and 

foreign. The instability may discourage investment in key industries, such as infrastructure, tourism, and 

energy, leading to reduced capital inflows and slower economic growth. 
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3. Loss of Market Access: Conflict can damage Bangladesh's reputation as a stable and reliable business 

destination, leading to reduced market access for its exports. Trade disruptions, boycotts, or sanctions 

imposed by other countries due to internal conflict can harm industries reliant on international markets. 

4. Labor Disruptions: Conflict may lead to labor unrest, strikes, or disruptions in industrial zones, 

impacting productivity and business operations. Instability can also result in the displacement of 

workers, either due to violence or economic hardship, affecting industries reliant on skilled and 

unskilled labor. 

5. Infrastructure Damage: Conflict-related violence or sabotage can damage infrastructure vital for 

industries, such as roads, ports, and power facilities. This damage can hamper logistical operations, 

increase transportation costs, and hinder the overall competitiveness of businesses. 

6. Policy Response: Governments may implement emergency measures or divert resources towards 

conflict resolution and security, diverting attention and resources away from economic development 

initiatives and industry-specific support programs. 

Overall, the effect of internal conflict on industries in Bangladesh is detrimental, leading to decreased 

production, investment, and market access, as well as increased costs and uncertainty. Addressing the 

root causes of conflict and promoting peace and stability are essential for fostering a conducive 

environment for economic growth and industrial development. 

Effect of internal conflict with respect to education in Bangladesh:  

1. Disruption of Schooling: Internal conflict can disrupt regular schooling, leading to closures of schools 

and universities due to safety concerns or logistical challenges. Displaced populations may struggle to 

access education, leading to interruptions in learning and a widening gap in educational attainment. 

2. Damage to Infrastructure: Conflict-related violence or instability can damage educational 

infrastructure, including school buildings, libraries, and educational facilities. This damage can hinder 

access to quality education and create barriers to learning for students and teachers alike. 

3. Displacement of Students and Teachers: Internal conflict may result in the displacement of students, 

teachers, and educational staff, either within Bangladesh or across borders as refugees. This 

displacement can disrupt educational continuity, leading to gaps in enrollment and a loss of skilled 

human capital within the education sector. 
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4. Psychosocial Impact: The trauma of living through conflict can have significant psychosocial effects 

on students and educators, including increased stress, anxiety, and trauma-related symptoms. This can 

impair cognitive functioning, emotional well-being, and academic performance, affecting the overall 

quality of education. 

5. Resource Diversion: Governments may divert resources away from education towards conflict 

mitigation, security, or humanitarian assistance efforts. This can lead to underinvestment in the 

education sector, inadequate funding for schools, and limited access to educational resources and 

support services. 

6. Impact on Higher Education: Higher education institutions may face challenges in attracting and 

retaining students, faculty, and researchers due to security concerns or perceptions of instability. 

Research and academic collaborations may also be hindered, limiting opportunities for knowledge 

exchange and innovation. 

Overall, the effect of internal conflict on education in Bangladesh is detrimental, leading to disruptions 

in schooling, damage to infrastructure, displacement of students and educators, psychosocial trauma, 

resource constraints, and challenges in higher education. Addressing the root causes of conflict and 

investing in education as a fundamental human right are essential for promoting peace, stability, and 

sustainable development in the country. 

Crises in Bangladesh: 

Bangladesh has faced several internal conflicts throughout its history, each with its own causes, 

dynamics, and consequences. Some notable crises include: 

1. 1971 Liberation War: The struggle for independence from Pakistan led to a nine-month-long war that 

resulted in the birth of Bangladesh. The conflict involved widespread violence, atrocities, and 

displacement, with significant socio-political and economic repercussions. 

2. Political Instability: Bangladesh has experienced recurring periods of political instability, including 

coups, assassinations, and mass protests. Tensions between political parties, government crackdowns on 

dissent, and disputes over electoral processes have fueled unrest and polarization. 
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3. Communal Violence: Inter-communal tensions between different religious and ethnic groups have 

erupted into violence at various points in Bangladesh's history. Attacks on religious minorities, 

communal riots, and extremist violence have undermined social cohesion and religious harmony. 

4. Chittagong Hill Tracts Conflict: The Chittagong Hill Tracts region has been the site of a protracted 

conflict between the government and indigenous peoples, primarily the Jumma tribes. The conflict 

revolves around land rights, autonomy, and cultural preservation, with intermittent violence and 

displacement. 

5. Labor Unrest: Bangladesh has witnessed labor unrest and protests, particularly in the garment 

industry, over issues such as low wages, poor working conditions, and labor rights violations. Strikes, 

factory closures, and clashes between workers and authorities have highlighted socio-economic 

grievances. 

6. Radicalization and Terrorism: Bangladesh has grappled with the rise of extremist ideologies and 

militant groups, leading to terrorist attacks targeting secular writers, bloggers, religious minorities, and 

foreigners. Efforts to counter radicalization and extremism have been a significant challenge for the 

government. 

These crises have had profound effects on Bangladesh's society, economy, and governance, shaping its 

trajectory and posing ongoing challenges to peace, stability, and development. Addressing the root 

causes of internal conflicts, promoting inclusivity, and fostering dialogue and reconciliation are essential 

for building a resilient and peaceful Bangladesh. 

Outcome of the Study: 

The outcomes of internal conflict in Bangladesh have been diverse and have evolved over time, with 

significant implications for the country's society, politics, and economy. Some key outcomes include: 

1. Independence and Nationhood: The most significant outcome of internal conflict in Bangladesh was 

the country's emergence as an independent nation following the 1971 Liberation War. This conflict 

resulted in the end of Pakistani rule and the establishment of Bangladesh as a sovereign state. 

2. Political Instability: Internal conflicts have contributed to political instability in Bangladesh, 

characterized by frequent changes in government, power struggles between political parties, and a 
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history of coups and military interventions. This instability has hindered democratic consolidation and 

governance effectiveness. 

3. Socio-economic Development: Internal conflicts have posed challenges to Bangladesh's socio-

economic development, leading to disruptions in infrastructure, education, healthcare, and other public 

services. The costs of conflict, including displacement, loss of life, and economic stagnation, have 

hampered efforts to alleviate poverty and improve living standards. 

4. Human Rights Concerns: Internal conflicts have raised human rights concerns in Bangladesh, 

including allegations of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and restrictions on freedom of 

expression and assembly. Civil liberties and minority rights have been at risk during periods of 

heightened conflict and political repression. 

5. Ethnic and Communal Relations: Some internal conflicts, such as the Chittagong Hill Tracts conflict 

and communal violence, have strained relations between different ethnic and religious communities in 

Bangladesh. Addressing grievances and promoting inter-communal harmony remains a challenge in the 

aftermath of such conflicts. 

6. Security Challenges: Internal conflicts have contributed to security challenges in Bangladesh, 

including the rise of militant extremism and terrorism. Efforts to counter radicalization, prevent terrorist 

attacks, and maintain internal security have become priorities for the government and law enforcement 

agencies. 

Overall, the outcomes of internal conflict in Bangladesh have been complex and multifaceted, shaping 

the country's trajectory and posing ongoing challenges to peace, stability, and development. Efforts to 

address the root causes of conflict, promote reconciliation, strengthen democratic institutions, and 

ensure respect for human rights are essential for building a more peaceful and prosperous Bangladesh. 

Present situation of internal conflict in Bangladesh: 

As per the latest update in January 2022, Bangladesh has been relatively stable in terms of internal 

conflict. However, the country has faced various challenges, including political polarization, occasional 

violence surrounding elections, and security concerns related to extremism. 
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1. Political Polarization: Bangladesh has experienced political polarization between the two major 

parties, the Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). Tensions between these parties 

have sometimes resulted in street protests, strikes and occasional violence. 

2. Election-Related Violence: Elections in Bangladesh have occasionally been marred by violence and 

allegations of irregularities. While the government has taken steps to improve the electoral process, 

challenges remain in ensuring free and fair elections that are accepted by all parties. 

3. Security Concerns: Bangladesh has faced security challenges related to extremism and terrorism. The 

government has taken measures to combat extremist groups and prevent terrorist attacks, but occasional 

incidents still occur, particularly targeting secular activists, religious minorities, and foreigners. 

4. Challenges in the Chittagong Hill Tracts: The Chittagong Hill Tracts region has experienced sporadic 

tensions related to land disputes, ethnic grievances, and demands for greater autonomy. Efforts to 

address these issues and promote reconciliation between the government and indigenous communities 

are ongoing. 

5. COVID-19 Pandemic: Like many countries, Bangladesh has faced challenges related to the COVID-

19 pandemic, including economic disruptions, healthcare strain, and social impacts. While not strictly an 

internal conflict, the pandemic has exacerbated existing vulnerabilities and tensions within society. 

Overall, while Bangladesh has made progress in many areas, challenges related to political polarization, 

security, and social cohesion persist. Continued efforts to promote dialogue, inclusivity, and respect for 

human rights are essential for maintaining stability and addressing internal tensions. 

Conclusion: 

Internal conflict in Bangladesh has deep roots, spanning political, socio-economic, and cultural 

dimensions. From the Liberation War in 1971 to ongoing tensions between secular and religious 

factions, and the challenges of poverty, inequality, and governance, Bangladesh grapples with 

multifaceted internal struggles. The government's efforts to address these issues are met with varying 

degrees of success, highlighting the complexity of the situation. Moving forward, fostering dialogue, 

promoting inclusive policies, and addressing root causes are crucial for sustainable peace and 

development in Bangladesh. 
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1. Historical Legacy: Bangladesh's internal conflict traces back to its struggle for independence from 

Pakistan in 1971, leading to deep-seated tensions and grievances. 

2. Political Polarization: The country faces ongoing political divisions between major parties, resulting 

in frequent protests, violence, and instability. 

3. Secular vs. Religious Dynamics: Tensions persist between secular forces and Islamist groups, 

impacting governance, societal norms, and religious freedom. 

4. Socio-economic Disparities: Economic inequality, poverty, and lack of access to basic services 

exacerbate internal tensions and fuel dissatisfaction among marginalized communities. 

5. Governance Challenges: Corruption, weak institutions, and governance issues hinder effective 

conflict resolution and perpetuate grievances. 

6. Ethnic and Cultural Diversity: Bangladesh's diverse ethnic and cultural landscape adds complexity to 

internal dynamics, sometimes leading to tensions and conflicts. 

7. International Influences: External factors, including regional geopolitics and global terrorism, 

contribute to the complexity of internal conflicts in Bangladesh. 

8. Government Response: Efforts to address internal conflicts include political reforms, development 

initiatives, and security measures, but progress is often slow and uneven. 

9. Civil Society Engagement: Civil society plays a crucial role in promoting dialogue, advocating for 

peacebuilding efforts, and addressing root causes of conflict. 

10. Path Forward: Sustainable peace and stability in Bangladesh require comprehensive strategies that 

address political, socio-economic, and cultural dimensions, along with inclusive governance and 

reconciliation efforts. 
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