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The Constitution provides a full and detailed plan on how to implement 

the education system in India, the objective being to make education 

accessible to all Indian citizens of different genders, classes, castes, 

religions or regions. The document reviews how the Constitution treats 

education as a basic right and a state policy principle. The Indian state, 

hence, is required to provide free and compulsory education to all 

children till they are 14 years old. The method of the analysis is the 

Constitutional base, the background of the history, and the major 

policy and legislative milestones which led to the achievement of 

universal elementary education. Moreover, the document also provides 

evidence of the Constitutional clauses regarding the management and 

development of secondary, higher, professional, technical and 

vocational education. The research article is on the evaluation of the 

formation of the oversight bodies such as the University Grants 

Commission. It also gives in an absolutely clear way the policy 

framework for the prosperity of the public and private institutions in 

the education sector. On the whole, the paper meticulously examines 

how the Constitutional vision, state obligations, fundamental rights and 

directive principles were the main factors that caused the creation of 

the learning infrastructure and the progress towards universal education 

in primary, secondary and higher levels. It conveys the vital data about 
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the future of the education policy and the governing structure in India. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Education, which plays a crucial role in a democratic country, is the main pillar of all democracies. The 

Indian constitution makers knew the fact and hence they created the educational system that would 

gradually raise the living standards to a higher level and hence, the people would be on a higher level. 

The Directive Principles of State Policy chapter of the constitution is a group of general rules which are 

responsible for the governance and legislation of the country. The writer in this text said that the Article 

45 is about the fact that the State should do everything in its power to give the early childhood education 

and the free and compulsory education to all the children up to the age of 14 years. Consequently, it is so 

clear that education is a basic right and the constitutional foundation of the education system in India is 

already there. In the last few decades, this structure has gone through the transformation due to the 

decisions of the Parliament, the policy, the schemes and the judicial activism to become more accessible, 

more inclusive, and of higher quality and innovative the education in India.  

 The Right to Education Act of 2009 has stated that free and compulsory education for children 

aged six to fourteen years is a fundamental right and has also made it justiciable. Other than this, the 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan are the other two programmes 

that were created with the objective of attaining universal elementary and secondary education.The key 

goal of the paper is the holistic and the entire overview of the constitution and the legal education 

system in India. It is the main study of the articles, acts, policies, schemes and the case laws that are the 

foundation of the Indian education system. The subjects of this exam are the, for instance, the template 

figure structure, the philosophy, the development, the achievements and also the disadvantages. The 

goal of the research is to look at the past seventy years of the constitutional vision of education in India 

and then to find out how it has changed over the years in order to improve the future citizens of India. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Indian education is relatively very long comparing to a few millennia. India was the first place that 

provided formal and organized learning as early as the 3rd century BC in places such as Taxila and 

Nalanda where it supported scholars from different parts of Asia. The methods of learning were through 

oral methods and it was with a view to memorizing rather than developing the thinking processes. 
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 Religious education in India started to decline with the systems of education in the ancient Hindu 

kingdoms and it was replaced by the Islamic rulers such as the Mughals and sultanates with the 

Madhassas for little children especially focusing on the Persian language and Islam’s theology. The 

British rule and colonization in India started as far back as the year 1757 through the English invasion of 

India by the English combined military forces and hence an English styled education system was also 

brought to India in the earlier part of the 18th century. The Indian education system at time of its 

independence in 1947 was in condition of several challenges like Class divisions and differences 

between urban and rural as well as geographical sectionalism. 

This was an important step for the enabling of democracy and national unity and achievement of social 

justice as founders of founding constitution of independent India understood. Post 1950 constitution 

talked greatly about, one of this include education. The Constitution had the provision that all education 

up to the age of six to fourteen should be provided by the State within a period of ten years. The 

legislative power over the field of learning and education was shifted to the Concurrent List – this means 

that whether the laws with regards to education will be made by the centre or passed by the states. It also 

contained rights of minor alterations in order to set up their own schooling facilities. 

India as a country has been in the process of implementing policies for six decades since its 

independence that aim at making education available majorly at the primary and secondary levels for the 

majority of the population. Macro policies such as mid day meal scheme, sarva shiksha abhiyan and 

Right 02 education act of 2009 have proved effective. The 86th constitutional amendment of 2002 

insisted on providing free elementary education with the provision of compulsory elementary education 

that was to be provided to children from the age of 6 – 14 years. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The Indian constitution provides for constitution of policies and guidelines for education. Education is a 

7th Schedule item that is both a scheduled article for the central and state legislature. Transfer funds 

from the Consolidated Fund of the State for the following purposes: To make provision for free and 

compulsory education for children until they attain the age of fourteen years and to promote educational 

interests of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and other backward classes. 

Many authors have looked into detail the constitutional provisions and policies related to education as 

well as the extent to which they are implemented. Jayapalan (2001) also provides a glimpse of the 
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constitutional history of education debate. The author says about how the constitution makers especially 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar perceived that education was one of the powerful and essential tools to transform 

social life as well as contributing to the progress of the country. However, many others were against this 

because of the fact that is simply that it would be impossible to attain this as there are no resources for 

this. Consequently, the directive principles emphasized more intricacies of education than basic rights. 

Sharma (2011) attempts to analyze the way in which the principle of the policy of education in India 

conforms to constitutional directives. He also adds that despite the noble values enshrined in the 

constitution the education sector is crying due to poor infrastructure, high drop out rates caused by lack 

of better trained teachers as well as discrimination mostly based on social class issues. The successfully 

bridged implementation gaps are answered by factors such as low public spending, lack of political will, 

corruption and lack of statutory obligation for right to education to be implemented before 2009. Such 

gaps were noted with RTE and the act to some extent sought to fill these but this hasn’t been successful. 

Through Sharma and Ramachandran (2009), it is discussed how the RTE Act impacts the 

accomplishment of the role to offer free and compulsory elementary education stated in the Constitution. 

They highlight positive attributes like making sure that poorer parts are included, guaranteed minimum 

standards, bridging the gender and social gaps. However, staff weakness, failure of supply, and weak 

monitoring models are among the issues. They ask for more political and community support for 

attaining this level. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 

1. Moreover, it is also equally important to find out whether the constitutional provisions and legal 

system of education in India is effectively addressing the issue of enhancing equality and equity of 

education as well as maintaining the quality of education in all sectors. 

 2. Evaluate the policy’s process and influence of the centre and state governments and their relationship 

in formulating and the establishment of basic and such fundamental educational and development 

programme policies in Indian Constitution. 

3. It can therefore be said that bodies such as the NCMEI play a key role in bringing right and essential 

standards in the field of education. 
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4. The right to education and expanding common schools through the constitutional mandate and court 

verdicts in Supreme Court of India. 

5. Explain the correlate of the resources’ application in the reference to education for fighting 

unemployment under the union and states budget according to the constitutional mandate on education 

for all. 

6. Depict and justify how the education rights of or obligations of citizens… to be stated in the 

constitution as well as in the laws and policies developed in practice after independence. 

7. It is also important to outline the list of recommendations that will enable to provide changes in the 

legislative, legal and public policy terms of the educating structure in India. 

CHALLENGES AND POTENTIAL REFORMS 

Challenges: 

- Equality and diversity – Ability to offer access to basic learning to everyone in the society – the 

minorities in terms of gender and ethnic composition . 

- Equality – it is the process through which teachers are provided with all the necessary training they 

need, the use of proper curriculums and infrastructure to deliver quality of education. 

- Central Governance and School Operation Failure – Issues Relating to School Administration 

Governance and Policy across States. 

- Education – the need for constant funding for expansion – Education needs a constantly increasing 

financial resource. 

- Success factors for bridging the gaps between different socio economic segments of the society – 

education for all. 

Potential Reforms: 

- growth of governmental expenditures on education – in order to increase equality and quality of 

educational opportunities. 

- School restructuration and holding mechanisms – enhanced school decentralization and increased 

central control. 
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- Content of reform in education – think of reforming the curriculum to promote the application of the 

learned knowledge and skills on real life issues. 

- Technology -better tracking and also to improve teaching and learning. 

- Targeted categories of methods – particular tools like scholarships, conditional cash transfer,                              

for vulnerable sections. 

- Courses and incentives in teacher refresher and motivation programme. 

CONCLUSION 

It becomes clear that the Indian constitution is very instrumental in defining the education structure that 

exists in India. The enactment of educational policies is a concurrent list in7th schedule hence the center 

and the state are charged with the role of making policies. The constitution gives everyone the right to 

education and hereby Right to Education Act ensures the provision of education to all citizens without 

discrimination of religion or race or caste or class of gender based or in any other manner under the 

Right to Education Act. It also allows affirmative action to become one of the focal strategies for 

promoting education accessibility to the disadvantaged members of a society. 

Achieving the goal of equal opportunities as embodied in the constitution; social justice and national 

integration can be promoted if equality and unity in the heterogeneous Indian society is encouraged. 

Free and compulsory education program involves provision of universal basic education to children 

between the age of 6-14 years aimed at providing free education for the country. The three-language 

policy tries to enhance success in multicultural and multilingual education and mobilization of students 

for national integration. Single and double district boards develop national guidelines for the instruction 

and testing policies in the whole nation. There are also quality standards maintained by organizations 

like UGC and AICTE in the higher education sector. 

Therefore, at one end of the spectrum, the Constitution of India has equipped the appropriate bodies, but 

at the other end, there has been a lack of concerted efforts towards implementation of various policies 

for education. That education in public institutions is poor and the literacy rates are also low has been 

pointed out to be matters that need to be addressed by the policy makers. 

Communities have contracted special companies to fill the gaps but this never makes sense due to the 

costs involved and the social injustices which are still being done. Consequently Constitutional aims of 
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ensuring free universal elementary education and elimination of social and economic inequalities remain 

decades away from reality for the bulk of the population. 

The crucial ways toward reaching these are: the political pressure that pushes the issues of the 

constitution and drives the implementation of constitutional themes; and the integration of the whole-of-

government to realize the promise of constitutional principles in terms of its substantive educational 

results for all Indians. 
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