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India’s strategic position with its extensive coastline and maritime
interest coupled with growing economic and naval capabilities make it
a key player in ensuring the security and stability in Indo-Pacific
region. This paper examines challenges and strategic choices that India
faces in securing its interest in the Indo-Pacific region characterized by
dynamism of complex interdependence as well as security dilemma.
This paper also extrapolates India’s role in the Indo-Pacific maritime
security architectures such as QUAD, IEPF and AUKUS in analysing
the strategic choices and challenges presented by maritime disputes,
naval engagement, Chinese assertions, contested territorial claim and
non-traditional security threats such as piracy, cyber-attacks, weapon
proliferation and maritime terrorism. By identifying specific naval
measures needed to enhance our Geo-Political and economic interest,
this paper also brings in ideas for promoting maritime cooperation
while reducing prospect for conflict under ambit of global Admiralty

law in the region to realize free and open Indo-Pacific.
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India's Geopolitical Importance in the Indo-Pacific

The Indian Ocean region holds significant strategic and geopolitical importance, functioning as a vital
maritime trade corridor linking the East and the West. As an ascendant power in the area, India has a
keen interest in preserving the security and stability of the Indo-Pacific, encompassing both the Indian
Ocean and the Western Pacific. India's distinctive geographic positioning, boasting an extensive
coastline and proximity to critical shipping routes, positions the country as a central player in the

evolving maritime landscape of the region.

India's strategic location at the heart of the Indian Ocean grants it a significant advantage in projecting
its influence and safeguarding its national interests. The country's extensive coastline and access to the
Indian Ocean provide it with a strategic advantage over its rivals, particularly China, in terms of
maritime domain awareness and force projection. (Kumar, 2020) Furthermore, India's historical ties with
the island states in the Western Indian Ocean region, such as the Maldives, Mauritius, and Seychelles,

have enabled it to establish a strong presence and influence in the(Kuo, 2018)region. (Kumar, 2020)

Challenges Facing India in the Indo-Pacific

India faces several key challenges in achieving its objectives in the Indo-Pacific region. First, China's
rising economic and military power presents a significant challenge to India's interests. As discussed in
(Kaura, 2018), China's assertiveness in the region, including its economic expansion and military
modernization, has created a strategic imbalance. This is further exacerbated by China's ability to offer
substantial economic projects and military assistance in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region,

impacting India's immediate neighborhood.(Pardesi, 2021)(Mohan & Abraham, 2020)

Furthermore, the increasing Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean, as highlighted in , poses a
direct threat to India's regional influence and its ability to maintain its position as the "net security
provider" in the region.(Khurana, 2011). Second, India's own economic progress plays a crucial role in
its ability to assert itself in the region.(Khurana, 2017)highlights that India's success hinges on its
policymakers' ability to capitalize on economic opportunities and address challenges effectively. A lack
of significant economic growth could hinder India's aspirations in the Indo-Pacific. Finally, historical
factors and internal security concerns also pose challenges. As mentioned in , India has traditionally
focused on land-based threats, leading to a historical underinvestment in its navy. This has created

capacity and capital limitations, impacting its ability to project power in the region.(Mukherjee, 2019)
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Therefore, India faces a complex web of challenges, including China's rise, its own economic
performance, and historical limitations on its naval capabilities. Addressing these challenges will be

crucial for India to achieve its objectives in the Indo-Pacific.

Opportunities for India's Engagement in the Indo-Pacific

Despite these challenges, India possesses several opportunities to strengthen its role and influence in the
Indo-Pacific region. First, India's growing economic and military might can serve as a foundation for its
regional engagement. India's economic growth and its ability to offer viable infrastructure and
development projects in the region can counterbalance China's influence and provide an alternative for
regional states. Moreover, India's military modernization and its ability to project power in the Indian
Ocean can enhance its role as a security provider in the region. Beyond its economic and military
capabilities, India's deep-rooted historical and cultural connections with countries across the Indo-
Pacific can be leveraged to deepen cooperation, build strategic partnerships, and enhance regional

stability.

Second, India's strategic partnerships with key players in the region, such as the United States, Japan,
and Australia, present opportunities for coordinated efforts to maintain a free and open Indo-Pacific.
These partnerships can enable India to work with like-minded countries to address regional challenges,

promote a rules-based order, and counter China's assertiveness. (Khurana, 2011) (Kireeva, 2014)

Third, India's role as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean region, as highlighted in , can be further
strengthened. India's ability to provide humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and maritime domain
awareness can enhance its standing in the region and reinforce its commitment to regional stability and
prosperity. Therefore, India's strategic location, economic and military capabilities, and expanding
partnerships offer significant opportunities for it to play a pivotal role in shaping the future of the Indo-

Pacific region.
India's Geopolitical and Economic Interests in the Indian Ocean Region

*  Securing Sea Lanes: The Indian Ocean is crucial for India's energy security, with a significant
portion of its oil and gas imports passing through the region. (Siddiqui, 2022) highlights the
growing economic influence of both China and India, leading to a potential "strategic triangle"

with the US. This makes securing these sea lanes a top priority for India.(Mohan, 2012)
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*  Countering China: China's growing presence in the Indian Ocean, often referred to as the
"String of Pearls" strategy, is a major concern for India. (Lou, 2012) discusses this presence,
emphasizing the potential for competition between the US and India for maritime dominance.
India sees this as an attempt to encircle it and challenge its dominance in the region.(Mathur,

2002)

*  Strengthening Partnerships: India is actively strengthening partnerships with like-minded
countries like the US, Japan, and Australia to counter China's influence and maintain a free and
open Indo-Pacific. (Hayat et al., 2020)mentions the power play between India, China, and the US
in the region, highlighting the importance of alliances.(Malhotra, 2022)

*  Economic Growth: The Indian Ocean Region presents significant economic opportunities for
India. India is keen on promoting trade, investment, and connectivity with littoral states.(Paudel,

2021)
*  Evolving Maritime Dynamics in the Indo-Pacific

The Indo-Pacific region, encompassing the Indian and Pacific Oceans, has emerged as a crucial
geopolitical and geoeconomic theater in recent years. The region's strategic location, rich resources, and
vital sea lanes of communication have drawn the attention of major global powers, leading to an
intensifying "great power competition" in the area. At the heart of this evolving dynamic is the rise of
China as a dominant player, both economically and militarily, in the Indo-Pacific. China's growing naval
capabilities and its ambitious infrastructure projects, such as the "String of Pearls" strategy, have raised
concerns among regional powers, particularly India, about China's intentions to expand its influence and

potentially challenge the existing regional order. (Blachford, 2022)

India, as a key regional power with a long coastline and a strategic location at the center of the Indian
Ocean, has a vital stake in the evolving maritime dynamics of the Indo-Pacific. India's interests in the
region include securing its sea lanes, countering China's rise, strengthening regional partnerships, and

promoting economic growth through enhanced connectivity and trade.

Evolving Power Dynamics in the Indo-Pacific Region: A Maritime Perspective
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The Indo-Pacific region is experiencing a dynamic shift in power dynamics, driven by geopolitical,
economic, and strategic interests. This complex interplay is most evident in the maritime domain, where

nations are leveraging their naval capabilities and strategic partnerships to secure their interests.
Key Drivers of the Changing Dynamics:

1. China's Rise: China's economic and military growth has significantly altered the regional
balance of power. Its expanding naval capabilities, coupled with assertive territorial claims in the

South China Sea, have heightened tensions with neighboring countries and the United States.

2. US Rebalance to Asia: In response to China's rise, the United States has rebalanced its strategic
focus towards the Indo-Pacific. This includes strengthening alliances with regional partners like

Japan, Australia, and India, and increasing its naval presence in the region.

3. India's Growing Role: India, with its long coastline and strategic location in the Indian Ocean,
is increasingly asserting itself as a major maritime power. Its Look East policy and recent naval

modernization efforts reflect its ambition to play a more active role in regional security.

4. ASEAN's Centrality: The Association of Southeast Asian Nations plays a crucial role in
maintaining regional stability. However, its effectiveness is challenged by internal divisions and

the need to balance relations between major powers.
Geopolitical, Economic, and Strategic Interests:

*  Geopolitical: Control over strategic waterways, such as the Strait of Malacca and the South

China Sea, is paramount for regional influence and power projection.

e Economic: The Indo-Pacific is a hub for global trade and energy flows. Securing maritime

routes and access to resources is crucial for economic prosperity.

e Strategic: Nations are forging strategic partnerships and alliances to enhance their security and

counterbalance potential threats.

Implications of the Evolving Dynamics:
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e  Increased Competition: The pursuit of national interests is leading to increased competition for

resources, influence, and strategic advantage.

* Risk of Conflict: The potential for miscalculation and escalation of tensions, particularly in

maritime territorial disputes, remains a concern.

*  Opportunities for Cooperation: Despite competition, there are opportunities for cooperation on

shared challenges such as maritime security, piracy, and environmental protection.

The evolving power dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region are reshaping the maritime landscape. As
nations navigate this complex environment, it is crucial to prioritize dialogue, diplomacy, and adherence

to international law to ensure peace, stability, and shared prosperity.(Ghosh et al., 2022)

India's Strategic Interests in the Indo-Pacific

As a major regional power, India has a vital stake in the evolving maritime dynamics of the Indo-

Pacific. India's strategic interests in the region can be broadly categorized as follows:

India faces a complex challenge in balancing cooperation with China while also safeguarding its
interests amidst China's assertive stance in the Indo-Pacific region. Here are some potential ways India

can navigate this delicate balance:
Strategic Partnerships

e Strengthening alliances: India can enhance its strategic partnerships with like-minded countries
like the US, Japan, and Australia. These partnerships can provide diplomatic support, enhance

military cooperation, and act as a counterbalance to China's influence.(Mohan, 2012)

* Engaging ASEAN: India should continue its active engagement with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, supporting their centrality in the regional architecture and collaborating

on maritime security initiatives.(Saha, 2022)

Economic Cooperation
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. Selective engagement: India can explore areas of economic cooperation with China where
mutual benefits are clear, such as trade and infrastructure development. However, this
engagement should be pursued cautiously, ensuring it doesn't compromise India's strategic

autonomy.

*  Promoting regional connectivity: India can take the lead in developing alternative connectivity
initiatives to China's Belt and Road Initiative, focusing on projects that benefit the region while

adhering to international standards.
Military and Maritime Security

*  Modernizing its military: India needs to continue modernizing its armed forces, particularly its

navy, to ensure credible deterrence against any potential Chinese aggression.

*  Enhancing maritime domain awareness: India should invest in improving its maritime domain

awareness capabilities to monitor Chinese activities in the Indian Ocean Region.

*  Joint exercises and patrols: Conducting joint naval exercises and patrols with partner countries
in the Indo-Pacific will send a strong signal of regional cooperation and deter potential Chinese

assertiveness.
Diplomacy and Dialogue

*  Maintaining communication channels: It's crucial for India to maintain open lines of
communication with China to manage differences, prevent misunderstandings, and explore

potential areas of cooperation.

*  Multilateral forums: India should leverage multilateral forums like the East Asia Summit and
the Indian Ocean Rim Association to foster dialogue and build consensus on regional security

issues.
Balancing Act

India's approach requires a delicate balancing act. While engaging with China economically and
diplomatically, India must simultaneously strengthen its defenses and strategic partnerships to safeguard

its interests and promote a stable and inclusive Indo-Pacific region.
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Flexible and Inclusive: Unlike traditional trade agreements, IPEF doesn't focus on tariff
reductions. Instead, it adopts a flexible approach, allowing countries to choose areas of
cooperation based on their interests and priorities. This inclusivity aims to accommodate diverse

economies in the region.
Four Pillars: IPEF is structured around four key pillars:

o Trade: Negotiations aim to establish high-standard commitments in areas like digital
trade, labor, environment, transparency and good regulatory practices, competition

policy, and trade facilitation.

o Supply Chains: Focuses on building more resilient and secure supply chains, particularly

for critical sectors like semiconductors and clean energy technologies.

o Clean Economy: Promotes cooperation on clean energy transition, decarbonization, and

infrastructure development.

o Fair Economy: Aims to combat corruption, enhance tax transparency, and strengthen tax

administration capacity.

Objectives:

Counter China's Influence: IPEF is widely seen as a strategy to counter China's growing
economic influence in the region. By offering an alternative economic framework, the US aims

to strengthen ties with Indo-Pacific partners and promote a rules-based economic order.

Promote Economic Growth: IPEF seeks to boost economic growth and prosperity in the region

by deepening economic integration, facilitating trade, and attracting investment.

Address Global Challenges: The framework aims to address shared global challenges like

climate change, supply chain vulnerabilities, and corruption.

Challenges and Opportunities:

Lack of Market Access: The absence of market access provisions, such as tariff reductions,

might limit IPEF's attractiveness for some countries.
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*  Implementation and Enforcement: Ensuring effective implementation and enforcement of

commitments across all member countries will be crucial for IPEF's success.

*  Evolving Geopolitics: The evolving geopolitical landscape in the Indo-Pacific, particularly US-

China competition, could impact IPEF's trajectory.

Overall, IPEF represents a significant development in Indo-Pacific economic architecture. Its success
will depend on the commitment of member countries, effective implementation of initiatives, and the

ability to navigate complex geopolitical dynamics.

China's Assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific

China's Maritime Assertiveness: A Realist Perspective on Challenges to India and the Indo-Pacific

China's rise as a maritime power, characterized by its growing naval capabilities and assertive actions in
the Indo-Pacific, has profound implications for the regional balance of power. This shift is particularly
concerning for India and other democratic nations in the region, as it challenges existing security
arrangements and reflects a realist pursuit of power projection by China.(Malhotra, 2022)(Mukherjee,
2019). China's maritime assertiveness is driven by several factors, including its desire to secure its sea
lines of communication, assert claims over disputed territories, and project power to deter potential
adversaries. (Liu & Jamali, 2021) (Scobell, 2020) The construction of military outposts in the South
China Sea and the expansion of its naval footprint in the Indian Ocean are clear manifestations of this

strategy. (Chinoy, 2020)

China's Maritime Strategy: A Realist Interpretation

Through a realist lens, China's maritime strategy can be interpreted as a calculated pursuit of national
interests, primarily focused on securing its maritime trade routes, expanding its sphere of influence, and
ultimately challenging the United States' dominance in the region. This strategy manifests in several

ways:

e Naval Modernization and Expansion: China's rapid naval buildup, including the development

of aircraft carriers and advanced warships, is a clear indication of its ambition to project power
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far beyond its shores. This directly challenges India's historical dominance in the Indian Ocean

and raises concerns about potential disruptions to freedom of navigation. (Patnaik, 2011)

. Strategic Outposts and the "String of Pearls': The establishment of Chinese military and
logistical facilities in countries like Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Djibouti raises concerns about a so-
called "string of pearls" strategy. This perceived encirclement of India through strategically

positioned outposts is fueling anxieties in New Delhi.

. South China Sea Disputes: China's assertive claims and militarization of disputed islands in the
South China Sea are not merely about territorial integrity but represent a broader ambition to
control vital shipping lanes and resources. This directly challenges the interests of Southeast

Asian nations and undermines the rules-based maritime order.
Implications for India and the "Arch of Democracy"

From a realist perspective, China's maritime assertiveness presents a direct challenge to India's security

and its aspirations to be a leading power in the Indo-Pacific. This challenge manifests on several levels:

e Security Dilemma: China's growing naval presence in the Indian Ocean creates a classic
security dilemma for India. As China seeks to secure its interests, its actions are perceived as

threatening by India, leading to a cycle of military buildup and heightened tensions.

*  Economic Competition: Control of maritime trade routes is paramount in a realist world.
China's Belt and Road Initiative, with its focus on port development and infrastructure projects,

directly competes with India's own economic aspirations in the region.

*  Erosion of Strategic Autonomy: China's growing influence in the Indian Ocean region,
particularly among South Asian nations, limits India's strategic options and potentially

undermines its ability to act independently on the global stage.

The implications extend beyond India to other democracies in the Indo-Pacific. The "Quad" grouping of
the US, Japan, Australia, and India is a direct response to China's growing assertiveness. However,
maintaining a united front against China's challenge requires navigating complex geopolitical realities

and balancing national interests.

Navnit Kumar Page | 642



tf;t? The Academic Volume 2 | Issue 3 | March 2024

China's maritime assertiveness, viewed through a realist lens, represents a significant shift in the balance
of power in the Indo-Pacific. This shift presents direct challenges to India's security and strategic
autonomy, while also raising concerns for other democratic nations in the region. As China continues to
expand its maritime power, managing this rivalry and preventing escalation will be a defining challenge

for the 21st century.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is a strategic forum comprising four democratic nations - the
United States, Japan, Australia, and India - with a shared vision of a free, open, and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region. The Quad's origins can be traced back to the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami relief efforts,
when these four countries collaborated to provide humanitarian assistance. However, the Quad was
formally revived in 2017 as a response to China's growing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific. This revival
was driven by a shared concern over China's expansionist policies, particularly in the South China Sea

and the Indian Ocean region.
How India Advances its Interests Through the Quad

India strategically engages with the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue to advance its national interests

across several key areas:
1. Countering China's Influence:

e Balancing Power: The Quad allows India to collaborate with like-minded democracies — the
US, Japan, and Australia — to counterbalance China's growing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific

region. (Badri, 2022)

. Security Cooperation: Joint military exercises, such as the Malabar naval exercise, enhance
interoperability and send a strong signal of deterrence against Chinese aggression. (India, US,

Japan set for Malabar exercise; Quad to meet in New York | India News - Times of India, 2019)
2. Economic Growth and Development:

*  Trade and Investment: The Quad promotes a free and open Indo-Pacific, fostering economic

growth and development through enhanced trade and investment opportunities for India.
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e Infrastructure Development: Collaboration on infrastructure projects, particularly in Southeast

Asia, helps counter China's Belt and Road Initiative and promotes regional connectivity.
3. Strategic Autonomy:

*  Multi-Alignment: While engaging with the Quad, India maintains its strategic autonomy and

avoids formal alliances, allowing it to pursue its interests independently. (India and Quad, 2023)

e  Diversified Partnerships: The Quad complements India's other regional and global

partnerships, strengthening its position in the evolving geopolitical landscape.
4. Global Leadership:

*  Rule-Based Order: India leverages the Quad to advocate for a rules-based international order in
the Indo-Pacific, promoting freedom of navigation and overflight. (India, US, Japan set for

Malabar exercise; Quad to meet in New York | India News - Times of India, 2019)

e  Global Issues: The Quad addresses shared challenges like climate change, pandemics, and

maritime security, enhancing India's global leadership credentials.
Factual Data:

*  Trade: China is India's largest trading partner, but the trade deficit heavily favors China. The
Quad offers India alternative markets and supply chains. (Badri, 2022)

e Military Spending: China's military spending dwarfs that of other Quad members. In 2021,
China spent $292 billion, while India spent $76.6 billion. (Badri, 2022) This highlights the need

for collaborative security efforts.

. Malabar Exercise: The annual Malabar naval exercise, involving all Quad members, has
significantly expanded in scope and complexity, demonstrating the growing strategic
convergence. (India, US, Japan set for Malabar exercise; Quad to meet in New York | India

News - Times of India, 2019)

By engaging in the Quad, India seeks to secure its interests, promote regional stability, and shape a

favorable balance of power in the Indo-Pacific.
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India's Naval Modernization and Capabilities

India's naval modernization efforts have gained renewed momentum in recent years, driven by the

imperative to enhance its maritime capabilities and secure its interests in the Indo-Pacific region.
Force Projection Capabilities:

India has been steadily expanding its naval fleet, with a focus on acquiring advanced surface
combatants, submarines, and aircraft carriers. The Indian Navy currently operates one aircraft carrier,
the INS Vikramaditya, and is in the process of building its first indigenous aircraft carrier, the INS

Vikrant. (Siddiqui, 2022)

In addition, India is developing a fleet of modern, multi-role frigates and destroyers, such as the
Kolkata-class and Visakhapatnam-class ships, which are equipped with advanced sensors, weaponry and

air defense systems (Pant, 2009).
Submarine Capabilities:

India's submarine fleet is a critical component of its naval power, with both conventional and nuclear-
powered submarines in its arsenal. India operates a fleet of Scorpene-class and Kilo-class diesel-electric
submarines, as well as the indigenous Arihant-class nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines. India
is also pursuing the development of its own nuclear-powered attack submarines, which will enhance its

long-range power projection capabilities.
Maritime Domain Awareness:

India has been investing in enhancing its maritime domain awareness through the deployment of a
network of coastal radars, satellite-based surveillance, and maritime patrol aircraft. This helps India

monitor and respond to threats in the Indian Ocean region.
Amphibious Capabilities:

India is also strengthening its amphibious capabilities, with the acquisition of Landing Platform Docks
and Amphibious Assault Ships. These vessels can deploy and support ground forces, helicopters, and
other assets, enabling India to respond to a range of contingencies, from humanitarian assistance to

military operations.
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India's Partnerships in the Indo-Pacific

India has cultivated a network of strategic partnerships across the Indo-Pacific region to advance its

interests and counter China's growing influence.

Partnerships with Southeast Asia

India has focused on strengthening ties with Southeast Asian nations, particularly those with shared
concerns about China's assertiveness. This is evident in India's elevation of its relationship with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. India and ASEAN
have collaborated on a range of issues, including maritime security, counterterrorism, and connectivity
initiatives. India has also forged deeper bilateral partnerships with countries like Vietnam, Indonesia,

and Singapore, which share India's concerns about China's actions in the South China Sea.
Partnerships with Island Nations

India has also prioritized its engagement with Indian Ocean island nations, such as the Maldives,
Mauritius, and Seychelles. These partnerships focus on maritime security cooperation, including joint
patrols, capacity building, and the provision of naval assets and infrastructure. For instance, India has
provided coastal surveillance radar systems and patrol vessels to several island nations, enhancing their

maritime domain awareness and law enforcement capabilities.

India's Coastal Security and Surveillance

India has significantly enhanced its coastal security and maritime domain awareness in recent years,

driven by the imperative to safeguard its vast coastline and offshore assets.
Coastal Security Architecture

After the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks, India undertook a comprehensive review of its coastal security
framework and implemented a multi-layered approach involving the Indian Navy, Coast Guard, and
state-level maritime agencies. This architecture includes the establishment of a National Command
Control Communication and Intelligence Network, linking coastal radar stations, security agencies, and

maritime operations centers.
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India has also invested in upgrading its fleet of patrol vessels, aircraft, and unmanned aerial vehicles to

enhance its coastal surveillance and response capabilities.

India's Blue Economy and Maritime Trade

India's maritime interests extend beyond security and encompass the development of a robust blue
economy, which includes the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved

livelihoods, and ocean ecosystem health.
Fisheries and Marine Resources:

India is a major maritime nation with a significant fishing industry. India is working to enhance the
management and conservation of its marine resources, including through regional cooperation on

fisheries governance and the fight against illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing.
Ports and Shipping:

India has been investing heavily in the development of its port infrastructure and maritime logistics,
aiming to establish itself as a regional hub for trade and connectivity. This includes the modernization of
existing ports, the development of new ports, and the expansion of coastal shipping and inland

waterways.

India's Maritime Connectivity Initiatives

India has been actively engaged in developing maritime connectivity initiatives, both within the Indian

Ocean region and beyond, to enhance its economic and strategic influence.
Sagarmala Project:

The Sagarmala project is India's flagship program to modernize its port infrastructure, improve coastal

and inland waterway transportation, and promote port-led industrialization.
Blue Economy and Sustainable Development:

India is also working to promote the sustainable development of the blue economy, including through
initiatives like the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure,

which seek to address climate change and enhance resilience in the maritime domain. India has
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undertaken several maritime connectivity initiatives in the Indo-Pacific, aiming to foster economic
growth, enhance regional integration, and counter China's growing influence. Here are some key

initiatives:
India's Maritime Connectivity Initiatives in the Indo-Pacific

1. Sagarmala Project: Launched in 2015, Sagarmala is India's flagship program for port-led
development. It aims to modernize India's port infrastructure, enhance port connectivity, promote
coastal economic zones, and develop inland waterways. This project is crucial for boosting

India's trade and economic growth, ultimately strengthening its presence in the Indo-Pacific.

2. Security and Growth for All in the Region: Announced in 2015, SAGAR outlines India's
vision for a peaceful, stable, and prosperous Indian Ocean Region. It emphasizes cooperative
measures for maritime security, disaster response, and sustainable development. This initiative
underscores India's commitment to working with regional partners to address common

challenges.

3. Indo-Pacific Oceans' Initiative: India proposed the IPOI in 2019 as a collaborative effort to
address maritime challenges and promote sustainable development in the Indo-Pacific. The
initiative focuses on seven pillars, including maritime security, maritime ecology, maritime
resources, capacity building and resource sharing, disaster risk reduction and management,

science, technology and academic cooperation, and trade connectivity and maritime transport.

4. Bilateral and Multilateral Partnerships: India is actively engaged in bilateral and multilateral
partnerships to enhance maritime connectivity. For instance, India is collaborating with Japan on
the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, which aims to improve connectivity between Asia and Africa.
India is also part of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue with the US, Japan, and Australia, which

focuses on promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific.

5. Capacity Building Assistance: India provides capacity building assistance to littoral states in
the Indian Ocean Region to enhance their maritime capabilities. This includes training programs,
technical assistance, and joint exercises. By strengthening the maritime capabilities of its

neighbors, India aims to create a more secure and stable regional environment.
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6. Disaster Response and Humanitarian Assistance: India has emerged as a key provider of disaster

response and humanitarian assistance in the Indo-Pacific.

7. Blue Economy Initiatives: India is actively promoting the sustainable development of the blue
economy in the region, including through initiatives like the International Solar Alliance and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, which seek to address climate change and enhance

resilience in

These initiatives highlight India's proactive approach to maritime connectivity in the Indo-Pacific. By
investing in infrastructure, fostering partnerships, and promoting regional cooperation, India seeks to

secure its interests, enhance its regional influence, and contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific.

India's Approach to Freedom of Navigation

India has been a vocal advocate for the freedom of navigation and overflight in the Indo-Pacific,
particularly in the context of the ongoing territorial disputes in the region. India has consistently
maintained that all countries should have unimpeded access to international waters and airspace, in
accordance with the principles of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (Patnaik, 2011). India has also participated in joint naval exercises with the United
States, Japan, and other countries to demonstrate its commitment to upholding freedom of navigation.
India views the freedom of navigation as a fundamental principle for ensuring peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region.They believe in a rules-based order, with international law, especially the UNCLOS,

at its core.(Mohan, 2012)

Balancing Relationships in the Indo-Pacific

India's approach to the Indo-Pacific is shaped by its desire to balance its relationships with various
regional powers, including the United States, China, Japan, and others. India has sought to maintain its
strategic autonomy and not align itself too closely with any one power. This has allowed India to engage
with all the major players in the region and pursue its own interests. At the same time, India has been
conscious of the need to counter China's growing influence in the Indo-Pacific. India has worked to
strengthen its partnerships with the US, Japan, and Australia, as well as other regional powers, to create

a more diverse and resilient regional security architecture.(Kaura, 2018)(Wada, 2020)
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India's balancing act in the Indo-Pacific has been a delicate one, as it seeks to preserve its autonomy

while also addressing the security challenges posed by China's growing assertiveness. (Wada, 2020)

Conclusion

In conclusion, India's role in the Indo-Pacific maritime security is a multifaceted one, characterized by
both challenges and opportunities. India has been proactively engaged in a range of initiatives to
enhance its regional influence and contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific. From expanding its
maritime connectivity, to advocating for freedom of navigation, to strengthening regional security
cooperation, India has emerged as a key player in the Indo-Pacific. However, India also faces a number
of constraints, including resource limitations, geopolitical tensions, and the need to balance its
relationships with various regional powers. Despite these challenges, India remains committed to
playing a constructive role in the Indo-Pacific, recognizing the region's strategic importance to its own
security and prosperity. As the geopolitical landscape in the Indo-Pacific continues to evolve, India's
ability to navigate these complexities and assert its influence will be crucial in shaping the region's

future. (Khurana, 2011) (Kireeva, 2014) (Gopal, 2017) (Schéttli & Pauli, 2014)

India has been proactively engaged in a range of initiatives to expand its regional influence and
contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific. From expanding its maritime connectivity through initiatives
like the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, to advocating
for freedom of navigation and strengthening regional security cooperation, India has emerged as a key
player in shaping the future of the Indo-Pacific. Despite facing constraints such as resource limitations,
geopolitical tensions, and the need to balance its relationships with various regional powers, India
remains committed to playing a constructive and increasingly influential role in this strategically

important region.
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