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The present research investigates the role of caste in shaping voting
behaviour during elections of state assembly in Himachal Pradesh state
of India. The study was conducted with a sample survey of 400 voter
respondents residing in different assembly constituencies of Himachal
Pradesh through structured questionnaire. The study reveals that caste
continues to be a dominant factor in electoral decisions pertaining to
assembly elections in Himachal Pradesh. A striking 71.5 percentage of
respondents indicated a preference for voting for candidates from their
own caste, while nearly 79 percentage of respondents observed that
people in their area generally vote along caste lines. The study found
that caste alliances significantly impact political party success, with
75.3 percentage of respondents acknowledging their importance. While
about 61 percentage of respondents believed that caste's influence in
elections is increasing over time, there's a notable generational shift;
74.5 percentage of the respondents observed that younger voters are
less influenced by caste compared to older generations. Further, 67
percentage of respondents believe that caste-based politics results in
better economic policies for disadvantaged castes. These findings
highlight the complex relationship between caste and electoral politics

in Himachal Pradesh, where traditional caste loyalties persist alongside
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emerging changes in younger voters' attitudes. The research contributes
valuable insights into understanding how social identity shapes
political choices and party strategies in contemporary Indian

democracy.

Introduction:

Caste is defined as a "localized group" traditionally associated with a person's birthplace and
occasionally linked to specific professions (N.D. Arora, 2010). A person's social status is determined by
their caste at birth. Currently, caste significantly influences political processes and administrative
structures, particularly through voting and institutions like Panchayati Raj. This involvement is a result
of caste members collaborating to ensure their collective interests are represented. The dynamics within
Indian political parties, the process of nominating candidates, and the nature of election campaigns can
all be understood through the lens of caste interests and the pursuit of caste balance (Hardeep Kaur,
2018).

Over time, caste has evolved into a significant political tool influencing party policies,
governance, and election outcomes. Political campaigns have increasingly utilized caste-based
mobilization, with parties appealing to the caste identity of voters (Jaffrelot, 2016). In Indian elections,
it is quite common for parties to forge caste alliances to garner support from specific demographic
groups (Vaishnav, 2017). The strategic calculation of voting based on caste often overshadows other
considerations such as ideology or policy issues, highlighting caste's profound impact on electoral
politics (Manor, 2012).

Caste also plays a critical role in candidate selection. Political parties strategically nominate
candidates from diverse caste backgrounds to appeal to a broader electorate, actions driven by the notion
of caste as a political asset aimed at maximizing electoral success (Vaishnav, 2017). Jaffrelot (2016)
observes that in some regions, caste-based political parties like the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) wield significant influence and explicitly champion caste interests, focusing

on securing the economic and political rights of specific caste groups.

Objectives and Research Methodology: The primary objective of this study is to examine the impact
of caste on voting behaviour in Himachal Pradesh assembly elections and to analyze the social and
economic outcomes of caste-based politics. The research aims to explore voters' preferences regarding

caste-based candidate selection, voting patterns, and investigate the role of caste alliances in political
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party success. The study employed a comprehensive sampling approach combining cluster, multistage,
and random sampling techniques to ensure diverse representation across socio-economic, demographic,
and cultural dimensions. The present study was conducted across Himachal Pradesh with a balanced
gender representation of 400 voters, divided equally between male and female respondents.

The sampling framework encompassed four strategically selected districts, representing each
cardinal direction (north, south, east, and west) of the state to capture the current political landscape
effectively. From these districts, eight assembly constituencies were chosen - two from each district.
Notably, two of these constituencies were specifically selected from areas reserved for Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST). To ensure uniform representation, 50 respondents were selected from

each assembly constituency, resulting in the total sample size of 400.

Data Analysis and Interpretation: Caste continues to play a significant role in shaping voting
behaviour and political strategies in Himachal Pradesh, there are signs of evolving attitudes, particularly
among younger voters. The perceived benefits of caste-based politics in addressing economic and social
disparities suggest that caste remains a relevant factor in policy formulation and implementation.

The data indicates a prevalent preference among respondents for voting for candidates of their
own caste, highlighting the influence of caste identity on electoral choices and preferences.

The frequency table depicts respondents' preferences regarding voting for a candidate of their
own caste. The data reveals a substantial agreement among respondents, with a significant majority

expressing either agreement or strong agreement with the statement.

I would prefer to vote for a candidate of my own caste.
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly Disagree 24 6.0 6.0 6.0
Disagree 49 12.3 12.3 18.3
Valid

Neutral 41 10.3 10.3 28.5
Agree 168 42.0 42.0 70.5
Strongly Agree 118 29.5 29.5 100.0
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Total 400 100.0 100.0

The data reflects that 42 percentage of respondents agree, while 29.5 percentage of respondents
strongly agree, totalling 71.5 percentage of respondents who prefer to vote for a candidate of their own
caste. A smaller proportion of respondents (18.3 percentage) express disagreement or strong
disagreement, with only 6 percentage strongly disagreeing. It is worthwhile to mention that 10.3
percentage of respondents remain neutral on the issue.

The data indicates a widespread perception among respondents of the influence of caste-based
voting patterns in their area, emphasizing the significance of caste considerations in electoral behaviour.
The frequency table illustrates respondents' perceptions regarding voting patterns along caste lines in
their area. The data suggests a predominant agreement among respondents, with a significant majority

expressing either agreement or strong agreement with the statement.

People in my area generally vote along caste lines.
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly Disagree 13 33 33 3.3
Disagree 17 43 4.3 7.5
Neutral 55 13.8 13.8 21.3
Valid
Agree 171 42.8 42.8 64.0
Strongly Agree 144 36.0 36.0 100.0
Total 400 100.0 100.0

The results indicate that 42.8 percentage of respondents agree, while 36.0 percentage of
respondents strongly agree, totalling 78.8 percentage of respondents who believe that people in their
area generally vote along caste lines. A smaller proportion of respondents (7.6 percentage) express
disagreement or strong disagreement, with only 3.3 percentage of respondents strongly disagreeing. It is

worthwhile to mention that 13.8 percentage of respondents remain neutral on the issue.
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The data indicates a widespread perception among respondents regarding the influence of caste
alliances on the success of political parties, underscoring the importance of caste dynamics in electoral
outcomes.

The frequency table illustrates respondents' perspectives on the impact of caste alliances on the
success of political parties. The data suggests a prevalent agreement among respondents, with a

significant majority expressing either agreement or strong agreement with the statement.

Caste alliances significantly impact the success of political parties.
Freauency | Percent Valid Cumulative
q y Percent Percent
Strongly 19 48 | 48 438
Disagree
Disagree 32 8.0 8.0 12.8
Valid Neutral 48 120 | 120 248
Agree 158 39.5 39.5 64.3
Strongly Agree 143 35.8 35.8 100.0
Total 400 100.0 100.0

The results indicate that 39.5 percentage of respondents agree, while 35.8 percentage of respondents
strongly agree, totalling 75.3 percentage of respondents who believe that caste alliances significantly
impact the success of political parties. A smaller proportion of respondents (12.8 percentage) express
disagreement or strong disagreement, with only 4.8 percentage of respondents strongly disagreeing. It is
worthwhile to mention that 12 percentage of respondents remain neutral on the issue.

The data reflects a mixed perception among respondents regarding the trend of caste influence in
elections, suggesting differing viewpoints and interpretations within the study population. The frequency
table presents respondents' perceptions regarding the increasing influence of caste in elections over time.
The data indicates a varied perspective among respondents, with a notable portion expressing agreement

or strong agreement with the statement.

The influence of caste in elections is increasing over time.
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Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly 19 48 48 48
Disagree
Disagree 47 11.8 11.8 16.5
Neutral 92 23.0 23.0 39.5
Valid

Agree 119 29.8 29.8 69.3
Strongly 123 30.8 30.8 100.0
Agree

Total 400 100.0 100.0

The results indicate that 29.8 percentage

of respondents agree, while 30.8 percentage of

respondents strongly agree, totalling 60.6 percentage of respondents who believe that the influence of

caste in elections is increasing. A significant proportion of respondents (16.6 percentage) express

disagreement or strong disagreement, with only 4.8 percentage of respondents strongly disagreeing. It is

worthwhile to mention that 23 percentage of respondents remain neutral on the issue.

The data suggests a widespread perception among respondents that younger voters in their

community are less influenced by caste compared to older generations, highlighting potential shifts in

societal attitudes and voting behaviour among different age groups.

Young voters in my community are less influenced by caste compared to

older generations.
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly 20 5.0 5.0 5.0
Disagree
Disagree 8 2.0 2.0 7.0
Neutral 74 18.5 18.5 25.5
Valid

Agree 132 33.0 33.0 58.5
Strongly 166 415 415 100.0

Agree

Total 400 100.0 100.0
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The frequency table illustrates respondents' perceptions regarding the influence of caste on
young voters compared to older generations in their community. The data indicates a prevailing
agreement among respondents, with a significant majority expressing either agreement or strong
agreement with the statement. The results indicate that 33 percentage of respondents agree, while 41.5
percentage of respondents strongly agree, totalling 74.5 percentage of respondents who believe that
young voters are less influenced by caste. Only a small proportion of respondents (7 percentage) express
disagreement or strong disagreement, with only 5.0 percentage of respondents strongly disagreeing. It is
worthwhile to mention that 18.5 percentage of respondents remain neutral on the issue.

The data indicates a mixed perception among respondents regarding the impact of caste-based
politics on economic policies, reflecting differing viewpoints and interpretations within the study
population.

The frequency table illustrates respondents' opinions regarding the impact of caste-based politics
on economic policies for disadvantaged castes. The data suggests a varied perspective among

respondents, with a significant portion expressing agreement or strong agreement with the statement.

Caste-based politics leads to better economic policies for disadvantaged
castes.
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly 22 5.5 5.5 5.5
Disagree
Disagree 23 5.8 5.8 11.3
Neutral 87 21.8 21.8 33.0
Valid
Agree 163 40.8 40.8 73.8
Strongly 105 | 263 263 100.0
Agree
Total 400 100.0 100.0

The results indicate that 40.8 percentage of respondents agree, while 26.3 percentage of
respondents strongly agree, totalling 67.1 percentage of respondents who believe that caste-based

politics leads to better economic policies for disadvantaged castes. A notable proportion of respondents
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(11.3 percentage) express disagreement or strong disagreement, with only 5.5 percentage of respondents
strongly disagreeing. It is worthwhile to mention that 21.8 percentage of respondents remain neutral on

the issue.

Conclusion: A significant majority of respondents express a preference for voting within their own
caste, indicating the enduring influence of caste identity on electoral choices. The study also highlights
the perceived importance of caste alliances in determining political party success, suggesting that caste
considerations remain a crucial factor in electoral strategies. The majority of respondents believe that
caste influence in elections is increasing over time; there is also a strong perception that younger voters
are less swayed by caste considerations compared to older generations. A majority of respondents
believe that caste-based politics leads to better economic policies for disadvantaged castes, suggesting a

perceived benefit in terms of targeted development initiatives.
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