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Indic political philosophy offers a comprehensive and integrative 

framework for the global world, emphasizing ethical leadership, 

decentralized administration, and holistic well-being. Rooted in ancient 

traditions, it presents an alternative to reductionist Western paradigms, 

addressing modern existential crises with insights from texts like the 

Arthashastra and the Bhagavad Gita. The resurgence of Indic thought 

globally, through practices such as yoga and meditation, highlights its 

enduring relevance in fostering a just and harmonious society. 

 

Keywords:  

Non-dualism; Rajadharma; 

Arthashastra; Bhagavad 

Gita; Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam; Panchayati 

Raj; Governance; Ethics; 

Decentralization; Holistic. 

 

   

 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15030161 

Introduction: 

India's political philosophy, deeply rooted in its ancient wisdom traditions, offers a holistic framework 

for governance that transcends mere administrative mechanisms. Unlike Western political thought, 
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which often oscillates between individualism and collectivism, Indic political philosophy harmonizes 

personal duties with societal responsibilities through the concept of dharma. This tradition, developed 

over millennia, integrates ethical governance, decentralization, and sustainability, providing a 

comprehensive model for addressing contemporary global challenges. As the world grapples with crises 

of governance, identity, and ethical leadership, the resurgence of Indic thought presents a viable 

alternative that emphasizes harmony, justice, and universal well-being. By revisiting and revitalizing 

these age-old principles, modern political systems can find enduring solutions to complex social and 

geopolitical dilemmas. 

In the contemporary world, all political philosophy and knowledge traditions contribute to the formation 

of a just and harmonious society. Wherever human civilization has existed, it has grappled with complex 

challenges, leading to the emergence of diverse intellectual frameworks aimed at addressing them. The 

relevance of the Indic political philosophy and intellectual tradition, in particular, lies in its capacity to 

offer profound insights to a world teetering on the brink of existential crises. India, as a civilizational 

nation with a continuous history spanning over five thousand years, has endured multifaceted struggles 

while maintaining an inherently holistic worldview. Unlike reductionist paradigms, Indic political 

thought is rooted in an integrative vision of existence. The most pressing crisis confronting the modern 

world today is the "crisis of political thought and philosophy," largely stemming from the Western 

tradition’s tendency toward one dimensional reasoning. For instance, Hobbes, in his conceptualization 

of the state, emphasizes only the negative aspects of human nature, while Locke, conversely, highlights 

solely its positive dimensions. In contrast, Indian sages have always engaged with the entirety of human 

existence, articulating frameworks that encompass the (four puruṣārthas) goals of life alongside the six 

fundamental human afflictions (vikāras). This holistic epistemology renders Indic political thought 

perennial, ensuring its continued relevance across temporal and spatial contexts. 

The global resurgence of Indic knowledge traditions, as seen in the rising prominence of yoga and 

cultural phenomena like the Kumbh Mela, cannot merely be attributed to the proliferation of social 

media. The deeper reason lies in the intellectual void that contemporary societies face, leading them to 

seek alternative paradigms for existential fulfillment. The world increasingly turns to Indic political 

philosophy in its quest for enduring solutions to the crises of meaning, identity, and ethical orientation. 

To navigate this epistemic crisis and offer a sustainable vision for humanity, Indian thinkers must take 

proactive steps to reinvigorate and disseminate Indic political thought on the global stage. The 
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intellectual traditions of India hold the potential to provide not only a long-term philosophical 

foundation for the world but also a renewed hope for humanity's collective well-being. The emphasis on 

dharma, or righteous duty, is fundamental to Indic political philosophy and governance. Unlike the 

Western legalistic approach to statecraft, which often prioritizes rigid contractualism, the Indic tradition 

recognizes the fluidity of human experiences and relationships, advocating a governance model that 

balances individual aspirations with societal harmony. The texts of ancient India, such as the 

Manusmriti, Arthashastra, and the Mahabharata, expound on governance principles that integrate ethical 

and material well-being. Kautilya's Arthashastra, for instance, is a testament to the depth of political 

philosophy in ancient India, advocating a nuanced statecraft that encompasses economic planning, 

diplomacy, and moral responsibility. The Mahabharata, through the Bhagavad Gita, provides profound 

insights into leadership, duty, and the moral dilemmas faced by rulers. Unlike Machiavelli's purely 

pragmatic approach, Indic political philosophy integrates ethics and realpolitik, ensuring that power is 

exercised for the collective good rather than for self-serving interests. 

Another crucial aspect of Indic political thought is the concept of Rajadharma, the duty of the ruler to 

uphold justice and protect the welfare of his subjects. This principle transcends mere administration and 

demands a ruler's personal commitment to virtue, wisdom, and selflessness. Unlike the Western 

separation of church and state, Indic philosophy sees governance as an extension of cosmic order (Rta), 

wherein rulers act as custodians of dharma rather than mere enforcers of law. This is particularly 

relevant in today's world, where political leaders often struggle to balance ethical considerations with 

pragmatic decision-making. The Indic model offers an alternative framework where leadership is an act 

of service rather than a means of personal aggrandizement. A key contribution of Indic thought to 

contemporary governance is the idea of decentralization and self-governance, as reflected in the 

traditional Panchayati Raj system. Long before the modern world embraced participatory democracy, 

Indian villages functioned as self-sustaining units with localized decision-making processes. This model 

of governance, rooted in community-driven leadership and collective decision-making, provides 

valuable lessons for modern democracies struggling with bureaucratic inefficiencies and the alienation 

of citizens from political processes. By reviving these indigenous governance models, India and the 

world can create more resilient and inclusive political structures. 

Furthermore, the Indic worldview challenges the prevailing materialistic paradigm that dominates 

contemporary global politics and economics. The relentless pursuit of economic growth, often at the 

expense of environmental sustainability and social harmony, has led to widespread disillusionment. The 
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principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which translates to "the world is one family," offers an 

alternative to the divisive nationalism and economic competition that characterize modern geopolitics. 

This philosophy promotes international cooperation, ecological consciousness, and ethical economic 

practices, making it particularly relevant in addressing global challenges such as climate change, 

economic inequality, and cultural conflicts. The resurgence of Indic spiritual traditions on the global 

stage underscores the growing recognition of their relevance in addressing modern existential dilemmas. 

Practices such as yoga and meditation are no longer confined to the Indian subcontinent but have 

become integral to global wellness movements. These traditions, rooted in ancient philosophical 

insights, offer practical tools for cultivating inner peace, mental clarity, and holistic well-being. As 

mental health crises, stress-related disorders, and societal alienation become increasingly prevalent 

worldwide, the teachings of Indic philosophy provide a pathway to individual and collective healing. 

To fully harness the potential of Indic thought for global well-being, it is imperative to overcome the 

legacy of colonial narratives that have long marginalized non-Western intellectual traditions. The 

colonial epistemic framework, which dismissed indigenous philosophies as archaic or mystical, must be 

critically reexamined. Scholars, educators, and policymakers must actively work towards integrating 

Indic knowledge systems into global academic and policy discussions. By doing so, the world can 

benefit from a more balanced and inclusive intellectual landscape that acknowledges the wisdom 

embedded in diverse traditions. India stands at a crucial juncture where it can either embrace its rich 

intellectual heritage and offer it as a guiding force for global transformation or succumb to the pressures 

of Western intellectual hegemony. By fostering a renewed appreciation for its philosophical traditions, 

India can contribute meaningfully to shaping a more just, ethical, and sustainable world order. The 

challenge lies in translating these philosophical ideals into practical governance models that address 

contemporary socio-political realities. This requires a concerted effort from thinkers, policymakers, and 

civil society to articulate and implement an Indic vision for the future that is both rooted in tradition and 

adaptable to modern challenges. 

Conclusion: 

Ultimately, the Indic intellectual tradition offers a comprehensive framework for addressing the 

multifaceted crises of the modern world. Its emphasis on ethical governance, holistic well-being, and 

universal interconnectedness provides a much-needed alternative to the fragmented and often 

reductionist approaches that dominate contemporary political thought. By embracing and promoting its 
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indigenous wisdom, India can not only reclaim its intellectual heritage but also serve as a beacon of 

hope for humanity in its quest for a more just and harmonious existence. The challenge lies in translating 

these philosophical ideals into practical governance models that address contemporary socio-political 

realities. This requires a concerted effort from thinkers, policymakers, and civil society to articulate and 

implement an Indic vision for the future that is both rooted in tradition and adaptable to modern 

challenges. 
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