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Saint Bhima Bhoi was a revered 19th-century mystic poet and 

philosopher from Odisha. He was a personality who played a 

transformative role in shaping the spiritual, social, and cultural 

landscape of the tribal communities living in Eastern India. He was a 

prominent voice of the Mahima Dharma movement, who advocated a 

society that is above the casteism and was instilled with compassion, 

simplicity, and devotion to the supernatural power that is the formless 

supreme being called Alekha. This study explores the multi-

dimensional contributions, emphasizing his role as a social reformer 

who challenged orthodox Hindu practices and advocated the rights and 

dignity of marginalized tribal populations. Through an analysis of his 

social, cultural and religious contributions, the paper highlights how 

Bhima Bhoi used spiritual discourse as a tool for social upliftment, 

religious awakening, moral conduct, and communal harmony having 

the cultural bonds. His legacy continues to resound the cultural 

consciousness of Odisha’s tribal societies. His teachings have not only 

evolved as the source of religious inspiration but also acted as a 

catalyst for social reform. 
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Saint Bhima Bhoi raised his voice against cultural injustice, religious orthodoxy, and caste 

discrimination, that was a major problem prevailing in tribal society of Odisha. He used his writings as a 

weapon to transform the society. He was the founder of the Mahima Dharma and believed in one God, 

one religion, and one society. He led several movements to promote these ideals and attempted to free 

the world from discrimination. In the 19th century, Bhima Bhoi played a significant role in India’s 

religious and social reform movements. His Mahima Dharma emerged as a powerful movement for 

religious transformation. 

At the time, Odisha was engulfed in social injustice, caste discrimination, and materialism. It had 

reached the peak of moral degradation. Saint Bhima Bhoi used Mahima Dharma as a platform for social 

and cultural transformation, much like the Brahmo Samaj, Prarthana Samaj, and Arya Samaj. However, 

Mahima Dharma was stronger than these, as it connected humanity through the religion of mankind. His 

devotion carried deep empathy and a unifying force that resonated with all humans. 

The influence of Mahima Dharma spread not only in Odisha but also to the neighbouring states like 

Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Bengal. His poems and songs had a profound impact on the 

common people. He worked tirelessly for the welfare of the poor, helpless, and farmers, often traveling 

to raise awareness among them. 

Regarded as a pioneer of tribal upliftment, Saint Bhima Bhoi dedicated his life to understanding and 

addressing the pain and suffering of tribal people. He inspired educational awareness among them and 

worked to eliminate social evils. Through knowledge, devotion, and education, he lit a torch of social 

consciousness among the tribals. His efforts encouraged tribal communities to pursue education and rise 

to a level equal to other societal groups. His work greatly contributed to the emergence of tribal 

literature and the broader social transformation of the time. 

In tribal regions, campaigns for literacy and education were launched, including meetings, camps, 

performances, and speeches. These efforts spread literacy across the area. In recent years, progress in 

these areas reflects the success of those early efforts. This transformation is visible in the oral and 

literary traditions that emerged. As social literature evolved, it triggered changes in social consciousness, 

leading to gradual shifts in popular literature and human culture. Bhima Bhoi’s guidance is deeply 

reflected in this transformation. 
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Bhima Bhoi is honoured as a visionary in tribal communities for spreading awareness through a blend of 

devotion, knowledge, and renunciation. His impact is vividly seen in folk literature. Tribal folk 

literature, much like other indigenous cultures, expresses itself through tradition—whether social 

customs like marriage and markets, or cultural elements like festivals, dances, and rituals. Religious 

practices include devotion to local deities, singing hymns, and performing ceremonies to invoke rain or 

divine protection. 

Folk culture encompasses every phase of life—from birth to death—and contributes to organizing and 

energizing society. The spoken word of the tribal people becomes folk literature—an unprompted 

outpouring of feeling rather than structured composition. Created by unknown authors, it becomes an 

integral part of the community. Although it doesn’t always receive widespread media attention or 

publication, it strives to reach a broader audience. Composed in simple, everyday language, it conveys 

even the deepest truths with clarity. 

Cultural Contributions of Saint Bhima Bhoi to the Tribal Community: 

Saint Bhima Bhoi (1850–1895), a mystic poet and philosopher who belong to  Odisha, made a number 

of  profound cultural contributions to the tribal communities, especially the Kandha (Khond) tribe to 

which he belonged. His work was beyond the religious, social, and linguistic boundaries and played a 

very important and influencing role in shaping tribal identity and spiritual consciousness. Here are some 

key cultural contributions made by him :    

1. Spiritual Equality-weapon of empowerment 

He advocated for social and spiritual equality that was a challenge to the feudal and caste Based 

structures that oppressed tribal populations. His teachings gave the tribal people a voice and created a 

sense of dignity within the broader socio-religious context of India. 

2. Emphasise in native language: 

Bhima Bhoi composed powerful devotional and philosophical poetry in native Language that was Odia 

and other tribal vernacular, that made profound ideas of him accessible for ordinary people. His poetic 

works, such as Stuti Chintamani, are still live and sung in tribal regions, that is a symbol of  preservation 

of indigenous linguistic and cultural expressions. 

3.Social and cultural Reform: 
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Through his teachings, he encouraged the values like compassion, non-violence, unity and oneness 

along with truth, and humility. He urged people to abandon the prevailing superstitions, alcoholism, and 

other social evils that was a way towards a more disciplined and harmonious community life. 

5. Cultural Identity and Pride: 

By consenting to his tribal roots and connecting them with having a sense of a broader spiritual vision, 

Bhima Bhoi emphasised a sense of pride and cultural identity among tribal community. He 

demonstrated that tribal spirituality and wisdom were as significant as those found in mainstream 

traditions. 

6. Inspiration for Tribal Renaissance: 

His life and writings were the inspiration for a cultural renaissance among tribal communities, 

motivating many to document and celebrate their heritage, art, and religious practices with  having the 

sense of pride on them. 

Religious Contributions of Saint Bhima Bhoi to the Tribal Community: 

Beside his role as a revered mystic poet and spiritual leader, Saint Bhima Bhoi made significant 

religious contributions that reshaped the spiritual lives of tribal people. His influence extended far 

beyond personal devotion. He was the founder of  A religious movement that gave voice and dignity to 

marginalized tribal communities. His key contributions in religious field include: 

1. Spread of Mahima Dharma among Tribals: 

Bhima Bhoi was the foremost disciple and propagator of Mahima Dharma. It was a reformist movement 

that emphasised the worship of a formless God that he called ‘Alekha’. He adapted its core ideas to 

tribal beliefs and made them relatable, thereby offering an inclusive faith that rejected the idol worship 

and all kind of discrimination based on caste. 

2. Rejection of Caste system and Ritualism: 

Mahima Dharma, as promoted by Bhima Bhoi, was an anti-caste, monotheistic movement that rejected 

idol worship, elaborate rituals, and the authority of the Brahmin priesthood—practices that often 

resulted to the oppression of the tribal communities. His teachings empowered tribals to connect with 

the divine directly and have the absence of any intermediatory. 
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3. Spiritual Upliftment of the Oppressed Sections: 

Bhima Bhoi preached that divine grace is available to all, regardless of social or tribal status. This 

message deeply resounded with the tribal masses, offering them religious recognition and spiritual self-

worth in a society that was the foundational reason that often marginalized them. 

4. Creation of a blended Faith Culture: 

Bhima Bhoi harmonized tribal spiritual sensibilities with Mahima Dharma’s universal values, creating a 

unique blended form of religion that preserved tribal identity while linking it to a collaborative sense of 

spiritual movement. 

6. Establishment of Religious Communities: 

Through his followers, Bhima Bhoi helped in the establishment of Mahima ashrams and communities in 

tribal regions, which became centres of spiritual learning, social reform, and community organization in 

the areas of tribal domination. 

Social Contributions made by Bhima Bhoi to the tribal communities 

Saint Bhima Bhoi a 19th-century tribal saint, who was a multifaceted personality. Along with the role of 

a tribal saint, he also played the role of a poet, and social reformer from Odisha. He made the significant 

contributions in the upliftment of tribal communities, especially in the context of the Kondh tribe to 

which he belonged. His social contributions to the tribal community include: 

1. Promotion of Equality and Human Dignity: Through his poetry and teachings, he championed 

the root cause of the marginalization, especially in the context of the poor and oppressed. He denounced 

social evils such as casteism and untouchability, spoken for a more inclusive society where everyone, 

regardless of birth, had spiritual worth. 

2. Educational and Social Reform: Though not formally institutionalized, his teachings encouraged the 

ideals of self-respect, moral living, and spiritual education among tribal people. He played a significant 

role in giving voice to the issues of tribal people in a broader socio-religious context. 

Conclusion: 

The purpose of this study is to highlight the positive impact of the religious, social, and cultural work 

carried out by Saint Bhima Bhoi on tribal society. It aims to convey the importance of his contributions 
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to the community. Even today, in this era of development society continues to struggle with 

discrimination based on caste and religion. Bringing out the teachings and work of Saint Bhima Bhoi to 

the people will be an inspiring step toward creating a society that have the sense of awareness and social 

harmony. The subject of this research is highly relevant and useful in the present context. 

When the society is increasingly facing discrimination and isolation. By studying the Mahima Dharma 

and the social work of Saint Bhima Bhoi, one can understand the values of society. 

 

The religious and cultural streams have always flowed like an uninterrupted river in our society. Over 

time, with the spread of modernization in tribal regions, state campaigns, and influences like education, 

environmental awareness, and de-addiction movements, the form of folk literature has also evolved. 

This research topic highlights the contributions made by Saint Bhima Bhoi in the tribal community’s 

religious, social, and cultural life. It aims to explore the historical impact of this consciousness on tribal 

society. Given its contemporary relevance, this research will prove to be meaningful, useful, and 

necessary to aware and empower the tribal population. 
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