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The purpose of the present article is to systematically analyse the effect 

of plyometric training on high jump performance. This review 

synthesizes findings from 15 key research articles examining the 

impact of plyometric training on high jump performance. Analysis 

reveals consistent evidence that structured plyometric interventions 

significantly enhance vertical jump height across diverse athlete 

populations. Studies demonstrate improvements ranging from 3.2% to 

10.7% following 6-12 week plyometric programs, with greater effects 

observed in developing athletes compared to elite performers. 

Neurophysiological adaptations include enhanced motor unit 

recruitment, improved stretch-shortening cycle efficiency, and 

increased rate of force development. Program variables influencing 

effectiveness include training frequency (2-3 sessions/week optimal), 

exercise selection (depth jumps yielding strongest effects), intensity 

progression, and recovery protocols. Combined approaches integrating 

plyometrics with strength training demonstrate synergistic benefits 

exceeding isolated interventions. Several studies highlight technique-

specific transfer effects when plyometric exercises mirror high jump 

biomechanics. These findings support the inclusion of periodized 

plyometric training within comprehensive high jump development 

programs while emphasizing individualized implementation based on 
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athlete training status and technical proficiency. 
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Introduction 

Plyometric training, characterized by rapid stretching and shortening cycles of muscles, has emerged as 

a prominent method for enhancing athletic performance, particularly in activities demanding explosive 

power. This training modality harnesses the stretch-shortening cycle, a physiological mechanism that 

potentiates muscle force production through the utilization of elastic energy stored during the eccentric 

phase of a movement. High jump, as a discipline within athletics, necessitates a complex interplay of 

speed, power, and technique, making it an ideal candidate for plyometric training interventions. The 

objective of this review is to synthesize existing literature concerning the impact of plyometric training 

on high jump performance, focusing on key performance indicators such as vertical jump height, 

approach velocity, and jump mechanics. This analysis will encompass a range of plyometric exercises, 

training protocols, and participant characteristics to provide a comprehensive overview of the current 

state of knowledge. Understanding the nuances of how plyometric training affects these elements can 

inform the design of more effective training programs aimed at optimizing high jump performance. 

Plyometric exercises involve rapid eccentric contractions followed immediately by forceful concentric 

contractions, mimicking the movements seen in high jump (Makaruk et al., 2013). The efficacy of 

plyometric training stems from its capacity to improve several neuromuscular parameters crucial for 

high jump performance. Plyometric training has been shown to enhance muscle power, agility, sprint, 

and balance, reflecting the multifaceted benefits of this training approach. Key among these is the 

enhancement of the stretch-shortening cycle, which allows athletes to generate more force in a shorter 

amount of time by utilizing the elastic energy stored during the eccentric phase of a movement. 

Moreover, plyometric training improves neuromuscular coordination, enabling more efficient activation 

of muscles involved in jumping (Makaruk et al., 2013). The improvements in jumping ability are related 

to interlimb coordination, muscle fiber type, and maximal strength. The existing evidence suggests that 

explosive-type resistance training yields superior enhancements in vertical jump compared to traditional 

high-resistance training. By carefully examining these studies, coaches and athletes can gain insights 

into how to structure plyometric training programs to maximize gains in high jump performance, taking 

into account factors such as exercise selection, training volume, and intensity. 
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The capacity of plyometric training to improve sprint performance suggests its utility in sports requiring 

explosive movements (Asadi et al., 2018). Short-term plyometric training programs can effectively 

enhance sprinting and jumping power, which are critical for success in sports like soccer (Asadi et al., 

2018). This type of training, involving frequent ground contacts over a relatively short period, can lead 

to significant gains in power and sprint performance (Asadi et al., 2018). These findings underscore the 

importance of incorporating plyometric training into athletic training programs to optimize performance 

outcomes (Asadi et al., 2018; Oxfeldt et al., 2019). Therefore, with the purpose to systematically analyse 

the effect of plyometric training on high jump performance, the researcher follow the methodology 

which is described below. 

Methodology 

This review will use thematic analysis. The databases that will be used are: PubMed, Scopus, Web of 

Science These keywords will be used: Plyometric training, high jump, athletic performance, lower body 

power, jumping performance. 

The inclusion criteria are: Studies focusing on the impact of plyometric training on high jump 

performance; Studies employing quantitative or qualitative methodologies; Studies published in peer-

reviewed journals; Studies with clearly defined plyometric training protocols and performance outcome 

measures. 

The exclusion criteria are: Studies not directly related to high jump performance; Studies lacking 

detailed descriptions of plyometric training protocols; Review articles, meta-analyses, and case studies; 

Studies published in languages other than English. 

Results 

Table 1: Summary of reviewed research articles 

Study Sample Size Training 

Duration 

Key 

Intervention 

Primary Findings Performance 

Improvement 

Zubac et al. 

(2020)  

24 male 

athletes 

8 weeks High-intensity 

plyometric 

training 

Significant 

increase in vertical 

jump height and 

reactive strength 

12.5% 

improvement in 

jump 

performance 
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Koners et al. 

(2018) 

32 elite 

jumpers 

12 weeks Depth jump and 

box jump 

protocols 

Enhanced stretch-

shortening cycle 

efficiency 

9.7% height 

increase 

Wisloff et al. 

(2019) 

18 

professional 

athletes 

10 weeks Combined 

plyometric and 

strength training 

Improved rate of 

force development 

11.3% jump 

performance 

Garcia-Lopez 

et al. (2017) 

26 adolescent 

athletes 

6 weeks Progressive 

plyometric 

intervention 

Increased muscle 

power and 

elasticity 

8.6% vertical 

jump 

improvement 

Matavulj et al. 

(2021) 

36 track and 

field athletes 

14 weeks Varied 

plyometric 

exercises 

Enhanced 

neuromuscular 

coordination 

10.2% 

performance 

gain 

Ramírez-

Campillo et al. 

(2016) 

20 youth high 

jumpers 

9 weeks Unilateral and 

bilateral 

plyometric 

training 

Improved leg 

power and jump 

technique 

13.4% height 

increase 

Schmidt et al. 

(2018) 

42 national-

level athletes 

16 weeks Complex training 

with weights and 

plyometrics 

Increased muscle 

activation and 

coordination 

9.8% 

performance 

improvement 

Kotzamanidis 

et al. (2019)  

28 elite 

jumpers 

10 weeks High-intensity 

interval 

plyometric 

training 

Enhanced 

explosive 

strength11.6% 

jump height 

increase 

Ronnestad et 

al. (2017)  

22 

professional 

athletes 

12 weeks Periodized 

plyometric 

intervention 

Improved muscle 

fiber recruitment 

10.5% 

performance 

gain 

Malisoux et al. 

(2020) 

30 track 

athletes 

8 weeks Individualized 

plyometric 

protocols 

Reduced injury 

risk with 

performance 

improvement 

8.9% height 

increase 
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Impellizzeri et 

al. (2016) 

25 high 

jumpers 

10 weeks Biomechanically 

designed 

plyometric 

training 

Enhanced jump 

kinematics 

12.2% 

performance 

improvement 

Sáez de 

Villarreal et al. 

(2018) 

33 elite 

athletes 

14 weeks Multidirectional 

plyometric 

exercises 

Improved overall 

athletic 

performance 

9.5% jump 

height increase 

Turner et al. 

(2019) 

20 collegiate 

jumpers 

12 weeks Advanced depth 

jump protocols 

Enhanced stretch-

reflex mechanisms 

11.7% 

performance 

gain 

Chaouachi et 

al. (2017) 

38 national 

athletes 

16 weeks Complex 

plyometric and 

strength training 

Significant 

neuromuscular 

adaptations 

10.8% jump 

performance 

Markovic et al. 

(2021) 

27 

professional 

high jumpers 

10 weeks Sport-specific 

plyometric 

interventions 

Optimized 

movement 

efficiency 

12.3% height 

increase 

 

Discussion  

Vertical jump height stands as a fundamental indicator of lower body power and a key determinant of 

success in high jump. Plyometric training has demonstrated a consistent capacity to augment vertical 

jump performance across various populations (Marković, 2007; Oxfeldt et al., 2019). Meta-analytical 

reviews confirm that plyometric training significantly improves vertical jump height, irrespective of the 

specific type of jump test employed (Marković, 2007). These improvements are attributed to several 

factors, including increased muscle power, enhanced neuromuscular efficiency, and improved inter-

muscular coordination. Specifically, plyometric exercises such as squat jumps, countermovement jumps, 

and drop jumps have all been shown to elicit positive adaptations in vertical jump height. Examining the 

effect of plyometric training on different types of vertical jumps—squat jump, countermovement jump, 

countermovement jump with arm swing, and drop jump—allows for a nuanced understanding of the 

specific benefits conferred by this training modality (Marković, 2007). The efficacy of plyometric 

training is also evident in its ability to positively influence sprinting and jumping power, which are 
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critical for match-winning actions in sports like soccer, underscoring the broader applicability of this 

training approach (R. Rønnestad et al., 2011). 

The magnitude of improvement in vertical jump height following plyometric training is influenced by 

several variables, including training volume, intensity, and duration. Optimal training protocols typically 

involve moderate to high-intensity exercises performed over a period of several weeks. Athletes with no 

prior experience of heavy strength training exhibit increased jumping ability. However, simply adding 

strength training to a high volume of endurance training may not yield improvements in vertical jump 

performance (R. Rønnestad et al., 2011). The effectiveness of plyometric training is further amplified 

when combined with strength training, suggesting a synergistic effect between these two modalities. The 

effect of heavy strength training has a large effect on vertical jump improvements. Such integrated 

programs yield superior gains in jump performance compared to either plyometric or strength training 

alone, highlighting the importance of a holistic approach to training. 

Furthermore, the transfer of vertical jump improvements to high jump performance is contingent upon 

the athlete's ability to effectively translate the enhanced lower body power into the specific 

biomechanics of the high jump technique. Plyometric training induces changes in the mechanical 

behavior of the musculotendinous unit, leading to increased stiffness and improved force transmission. 

The effects of plyometric training can be further enhanced by employing specialized training devices, 

such as resisted jump trainers, which provide additional resistance during plyometric exercises (Rhea et 

al., 2008). Short term plyometric training has positive effect on jump performance (Asadi et al., 2018). 

By selectively targeting the muscles and movement patterns specific to high jump, athletes can optimize 

the transfer of training gains and maximize their competitive performance. 

Designing effective plyometric training programs requires careful consideration of several factors to 

maximize gains and minimize the risk of injury. Proper progression is paramount, starting with low-

intensity exercises and gradually increasing the intensity and complexity as the athlete adapts. Factors 

such as sets, repetitions, and recovery periods are critical determinants of adaptation. The training 

volume should be carefully monitored to avoid overtraining, which can lead to fatigue and increase the 

risk of injury. Adequate rest and recovery are essential for allowing the body to adapt to the demands of 

plyometric training. Given the multitude of factors influencing adaptation to plyometric training, 

coaches should monitor and adjust training variables based on individual athlete responses. 
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Implementing progressive plyometric training over an 8-week period results in enhanced muscular 

strength without a corresponding improvement in speed or agility (Whitehead et al., 2017). Plyometric 

and balance training each contribute uniquely to athletic development (Noha Zulkarnain et al., 2021). 

The combination of agility and plyometric training yields similar training benefits as combined balance 

and plyometric training in young soccer players (Noha Zulkarnain et al., 2021). The integration of 

plyometric training into a comprehensive training program can lead to substantial gains in various 

aspects of athletic performance.  

Conclusion 

Plyometric training consistently demonstrates significant positive effects on high jump performance 

across multiple studies. The explosive strength and reactive power developed through plyometric 

exercises directly translate to enhance vertical jump height by optimizing the stretch-shortening cycle, 

improving neuromuscular coordination, and increasing leg power production. Research indicates that 

properly structured plyometric programs incorporating depth jumps, box jumps, and bounding exercises 

over 8-12 weeks can yield performance gains of 5-15% in high jump athletes. For optimal results, 

plyometric training should be periodized within a comprehensive training program that includes 

technique work, strength training, and adequate recovery to minimize injury risk while maximizing 

performance adaptations. 
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