An Online Peer Reviewed / Refereed Journal

‘T The Achemic Volume 3 | Issue 5 | May 2025

q International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research

ISSN: 2583-973X (Online)
Website: www.theacademic.in

Beyond Borders: Resilience and Identity Amid Conflict in Rajouri District

Sohrab Sharma

Doctoral Candidate in the Sociology Department at Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal (A Central

University) Srinagar, Garhwal, Uttarakhand. E-mail: Sohrab.9645@gmail.com

ARTICLE DETAILS

ABSTRACT

Research Paper
Accepted: 28-05-2025
Published: 10-06-2025

Keywords:
Border conflict, Cultural
resilience, Social cohesion,

Education.

This study investigates the socio-cultural and economic effects of
prolonged border conflict on the residents of Rajouri district in Jammu
and Kashmir, a region situated along the volatile Line of Control
between India and Pakistan. The research explores how persistent
insecurity disrupts everyday life, particularly education, livelihoods,
and cultural activities. It examines the roles of artistic practices,
national identity, and local leadership in fostering social cohesion and
resilience. A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining
qualitative and quantitative data collected through structured
questionnaires administered to participants representing diverse age
groups, genders, and socio-economic backgrounds. The research
studied the perspective of the border community on education,
economic stability, leadership during conflict and cultural expression.
Descriptive statistical analysis was used to identify trends and draw
insights into community experiences and coping strategies. While the
study does not neglect the challenges encountered by border
populations, such as disruptions in schooling, limited economic
opportunities, and psychological distress, it also emphasizes the
mechanisms through which communities maintain unity and collective
strength. Cultural practices, grassroots leadership, and a shared sense of

national belonging are potential stabilizing forces in uncertain contexts.
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By examining these dynamics, the research contributes to a deeper
understanding of how conflict-affected communities adapt and sustain
themselves. The findings offer valuable implications for policymakers,
educators, and peacebuilding practitioners working to support border
regions and strengthen social resilience in areas exposed to prolonged

insecurity.
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Introduction

The border violence and India's partition were significant factors in J&K residents' lives. The lives of
people near the border are quite complicated compared to those of others. The border is a complex
phenomenon. It comprises multifaceted, multilevel, and interdisciplinary institutions and processes that

collectively influence the situation at the border.

The border is a dividing line between two countries. It separates one country from another. They are, by
definition, political boundaries. Border areas are often defined by the presence of people or groups who
live in the in-between places of national borders, known as "borderlands" (Picione & Valsiner, 2017).
Borderlanders, also known as borderland people or frontier dwellers, live in the physical regions near
the edges or borders between two or more countries or political entities. These border regions are often
defined by a unique socio-cultural, economic, and political factor that sets them apart from their

respective countries' centres or major areas (Picione & Valsiner, 2017).

The delineation of these areas exceeds traditional physical and administrative boundaries; they are also
fundamentally founded in cultural, economic, and social considerations (Haselsberger, 2014).
Boundaries not only serve as physical hurdles but also as psychological obstructions for connections
between the people of the neighbouring countries (Gelbaman, 2008). Since India's independence and
the establishment of Pakistan, the Jammu and Kashmir border has been a

source of tension. It has suffered and continues to witness war, migration, and instability on its borders
since 1947. With the establishment of a new border, i.e., the ceasefire line (1949), now known as the
Line of Control (1972), the phenomenon of 'extended violence' emerged, which has become a regular
and inevitable aspect of everyday life (Chowdhary, 2012). Jammu and Kashmir were princely states at

the time of India's independence in 1947. Armed tribe members and soldiers from Pakistan’s North—
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West Frontier Province stormed the border into Kashmir on 22 October 1947, hoping to grab Srinagar
(the summer Capital of J&K). The erstwhile Maharaja Hari Singh could not deal with this invasion and
signed an Instrument of Accession with India on 26 October 1947. Thereby, J&K became the state of
India (Zutshi, 2010).

In January 1948, India raised the subject to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), which created
the United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) to evaluate the dispute between the
two nations. UNCIP Resolution was officially approved on 13 August 1948. A cease-fire was agreed
upon on 31 December 1948 (Anand, 2001). In 1972, following the Bangladesh War of Independence,

India and Pakistan reconfigured the ceasefire line as the Line of Control (Jacob, 2017).

Particularly in the Rajouri area, the prolonged conflict along Jammu and Kashmir's borders has had a
significant impact on the local people. Rajouri lies on the Line of Control (LoC) between India and
Pakistan, where regular shelling, cross-border fire, and other security hazards have become part of daily
life. Although these wars generate widespread economic, social, and psychological hardship, they have
also influenced the school system, livelihoods, and cultural customs of the people living in these border

communities.

Literature review
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Research gap

Although earlier research has explored a variety of aspects of border disputes in Jammu and Kashmir,
including ceasefire breaches, displacement, and security difficulties, little is known about how everyday
life is affected on a social, cultural, and economic level in border regions like Rajouri. A substantial

section of the literature generally focused on either isolated impacts like militarization or displacement
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or macro-level political analysis. Integrated, communitycentred research is limited, nonetheless.
Furthermore, the viewpoints of average residents are typically underrepresented, especially when it
comes to a spectrum of age groups and socioeconomic backgrounds. This creates a vital information

gap on how long-term exposure to insecurity alters identity, resilience, and everyday survival methods.

Research Objectives
The study was conducted with the following specific objectives:

1. To assess the impact of Border Conflicts on the Education System.
2. To examine the role of Cultural Practices in Fostering Social Unity.

3. To study the influence of Local Leadership and Community Organizations in Maintaining Peace.

Methodology

This study used a mixed method where both qualitative and quantitative research approaches were used,
and a descriptive research design with a scheduled structured questionnaire to collect data, and equal
attention was given to all the oral statements from the respondents in the Rajouri district. Sixty-five
respondents were selected using a random sample to reflect the region's diverse age groups, genders,
and socio-economic backgrounds. The questionnaire aimed to gather responses on significant themes
relating to education, livelihood, cultural practices, national identity, and local leadership. The data was
then investigated using descriptive statistical approaches, including frequency distributions and
crosstabulations, to discover trends in the answers. This technique provided a complete grasp of the

impact of border conflicts on the local population and the role of Indian culture in building harmony.

Results and Data Analysis

The responses collected from the survey were analysed to assess the impact of border conflicts on
education, livelihoods, and cultural practices. Below are the results of the data analysis presented in the

form of pie charts and tables.
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Table 1: Impact of Border Conflicts on Education

Question Response Frequency (%)
Categories

How often do border tensions cause school| Never 05%

closures?
Rarely 30%
Occasionally 45%
Frequently 15%
Always 5%

* Interpretation: The data shows that 45% of respondents experience occasional school closures due

to border tensions, disrupting the timely completion of the syllabus.

Table 2: Economic Impact on Livelihood

Question Response Categories| Frequency
(Y0)
Has the conflict impacted your ability to earn al Yes 65%
livelihood?
No 35%
If yes, in what way has it affected you? Limited employment|40%
options

Loss of agricultural] 25%

income

[nability to 30%

access markets

Other 5%
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* Interpretation: 65% of respondents reported that the conflict has significantly impacted their

livelihood, primarily due to limited employment options and market access.

Table 3: Cultural Practices and Unity

Question Response Categories | Frequency
(%)
How important are cultural practices in fostering| Not important 5%
unity?
Slightly important 10%

Moderately important | 25%

Very important 50%

Extremely important 10%

* Interpretation: Most respondents (75%) believe that cultural practices such as festivals and rituals promote

unity among border dwellers.

Table 4: Local Leaders Helping Communities in Conflict

Question Response Categories Frequency
(o)
Do you think local Ileadership helps the| Yes 88%

community during conflict?

No 12%
If yes, how does local leadership contribute? Mediating conflicts 60%
Promoting dialogue 40%
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Coordinating community|30%

events

* Interpretation: 88% of respondents agree that local leadership is crucial in maintaining unity and helping

them during conflict.

Table 5: National Identity and Unity

Question Response Categories| Frequency (%)

Do you feel a strong sense of national identity in|Yes 90%

the face of conflict?

No 10%
How does national identity strengthen community| Encourages unity 70%
spirit?

Fosters resilience 20%

Promotes cooperation | 10%

* Interpretation: A significant majority (90%) of respondents feel a strong sense of national identity, which

encourages unity within the community.

Table 6: Participation in Cultural Festivals for Social Cohesion

Question Response Categories | Frequency
(%)
Do you participate in cultural festivals with 85%
people from other communities? Yes
No 15%
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How do these festivals help in promoting unity? | Strengthen bonds 60%
Promote 30%
intercommunity
cooperation
Encourage mutual 10%
respect

* Interpretation: 85% of respondents participate in cultural festivals, and 60% believe that these festivals

help strengthen bonds between different communities.

Significant Findings of the Study:

Frequent Disruptions in Education: The study indicated that educational institutions in conflict-prone
areas, such as Rajouri, are routinely disrupted owing to border tensions. School buildings incur physical
damage from shelling and shooting, and this leads to frequent school closures. These disruptions

directly influence the curriculum's completion, impeding pupils'

academic progress.

o Finding: 45% of respondents indicated that their children’s schools are often closed due to

border disputes, which has a long-term adverse effect on academic achievement.

Negative Impact on Social and Cultural Life: The ongoing danger of violence and the dread of cross-
border shelling impact social and cultural activities. Festivals, weddings, and other cultural gatherings
have been severely decreased or cancelled due to security concerns. This influences people's emotional

well-being since they cannot freely celebrate or socialize with extended family and friends.

o Finding: 45% of respondents indicated they cannot celebrate major festivals with extended

family or large gatherings due to security concerns.

Economic Hardships and Limited Opportunities: The economic situation in border areas is fragile,
with limited access to job opportunities, industries, or businesses due to the ongoing conflict. People

primarily rely on agriculture, which is vulnerable to the instability caused by

border tensions. This results in limited income sources for families.
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o Finding: 50% of respondents reported a reduction in income prospects owing to conflict-

related interruptions in agriculture and local enterprises.

Increased Dependence on Local Government and Military Support: Due to the uncertain security

situation, local people increasingly rely on government assistance and military support for

necessities such as medical care, food, and security.

o Finding: 60% of respondents stated reliance on government and military
help to address necessities like healthcare, food distribution, and emergency

response during conflict.

Impact on Mental Health and Psychological Well-being: Due to the area's closeness to the border,
inhabitants live in a condition of perpetual dread and insecurity, which causes widespread stress and

anxiety. The disturbance of everyday life and the loss of a sense of

security exacerbate the psychological effects.

o Finding: Due to the continuous battle, 55% of respondents said they were more stressed,

anxious, and afraid, which had an impact on their mental health.

Sense of Unity Despite Differences: The border region has strong camaraderie and unity despite many
groups' struggles. In times of crisis, people from all ethnic and religious backgrounds tend to band

together. Shared experiences and a shared survival objective foster

unity and social cohesiveness.

o Finding: According to 70% of respondents, they have seen greater collaboration amongst
individuals from all backgrounds, particularly during difficult times, which promotes regional

togetherness.

Role of Indian Culture in Strengthening Unity: Indian cultural values like community harmony,

hospitality, and national solidarity are significant in sustaining social stability in border areas. Despite
their variety, residents in these regions regularly join together during festivals and other communal

events, reaffirming national identity and encouraging togetherness.
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o Finding: Despite the difficulties brought on by border tensions, 65% of

respondents said cultural customs, such as participating in communal rituals and

common holidays, enhance their sense of oneness.

Government and NGO Support for Development: Although more work is required to

address the severe effects of violence on daily living, efforts by local government and nongovernmental
organizations to build infrastructure, offer healthcare, and educate people in border communities have

improved the quality of life.

0 Finding: Although 50% of respondents said that government and non-

governmental organization development activities had improved basic services, more

steady assistance in infrastructure and livelihood possibilities is still required.

Discussion

The study's outcomes reveal some crucial insights on how Indian culture affects the social cohesion
and fortitude of Rajouri district's border people despite frequent border conflicts. 1. Effect on
Education: Students cannot finish their assignments on time when schools are often closed due to
security concerns, which greatly affects the educational system. The disruption in instruction is

aggravated by limited transportation.

2. Effect on the Economy: A 65% loss of livelihoods has occurred from the border conflict's
reduction of economic options. The region's residents struggle to find markets for their agricultural

commodities and have few labour possibilities, which makes their financial issues even worse.

3. Cultural Unity: Preserving social cohesiveness needs cultural standards such as festivals, rituals,
and neighbourhood gatherings. These activities create solidarity among Rajouri's population by bridging
religious and ethnic divides. The significance of cultural activities in creating societal cohesion was

underlined by more than 75% of respondents.

4. Role of National Identity: During times of crisis, Rajouri's strong sense of national identity is
crucial in bringing the people together. Their collective pride in their homeland creates reciprocal

collaboration and social togetherness.
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5.

Local Leadership: Local leadership is critical in preserving harmony and settling community
disputes. Eighty percent of those surveyed said local leaders settle disputes and encourage

communication, fostering a cooperative atmosphere.

Conclusion

The study on the impact of border conflicts in regions such as Rajouri emphasizes the complex
difficulties that populations residing close to war zones experience. These difficulties affect the citizens'
social, economic, and mental health and interfere with day-to-day living. The results highlight how
vulnerable educational institutions are in these regions, where shelling and other conflict-related
problems frequently cause school closures and interruptions. Due to these interruptions, students'
academic progress is hindered, and they cannot finish their coursework on time, which has long-term

effects on their education.

Additionally, there are substantial consequences on the social and cultural life of persons living in
border areas. Security concerns usually limit celebrations, festivals, and other community activities
crucial for social cohesion and emotional connection. People's mental health is harmed by heightened
levels of stress and worry brought on by the inability to engage in group activities and the continuing
risk of violence. The population of Rajouri experiences significant economic hurdles. Most of the
population relies on agriculture, which is especially prone to conflict due to limited factories or industry
access. Economic instability and a lack of job possibilities have resulted from the region's insecurity and
infrastructure. As a result, many families experience financial challenges, making their everyday
struggles even worse.

The report also emphasizes Rajouri residents' tenacity and solidarity in facing these adversities. People
from many ethnic and religious origins have developed a strong camaraderie due to their shared
experience living in combat zones. Indian cultural values—communal peace, respect for one another,
and a spirit of unity—are essential for bringing people together and assisting them in overcoming
obstacles. People still gather to celebrate holidays, participate in neighbourhood events, and help one

another when things are tough.
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