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Domestic violence remains a pervasive issue worldwide, and India is 

not immune to this malady. Gujarat, a state known for its economic 

development, exhibits a complex interplay between traditional 

practices and modern legislation regarding women's rights. This paper 

provides an analytical review of Gujarat's response to the protection of 

women from domestic violence, examining existing policies, laws, and 

their implementation. We will analyze legislative frameworks such as 

the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005), state-

specific initiatives, and the challenges and effectiveness of these 

measures in safeguarding women's rights and empowering them 

against domestic violence. 
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Introduction 

Domestic violence remains a critical issue impacting the safety, dignity, and well-being of women across 

India. Gujarat, a progressive and economically vibrant state, has implemented a range of legal 
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frameworks and welfare schemes aimed at protecting women from domestic violence. The Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005, is the key legislation providing civil remedies 

and protection orders for affected women. Complemented by state-specific initiatives and support 

services, Gujarat's response reflects an evolving approach to tackling domestic violence. This paper 

explores the legislative framework, institutional mechanisms, and government initiatives in Gujarat 

designed to protect women from domestic violence, evaluating their effectiveness and challenges. The 

thesis maintains that while Gujarat has enacted significant policies and laws to protect women from 

domestic violence, the effectiveness of these measures depends on implementation, awareness, and 

support systems. 

Legislative Framework for Protection of Women from Domestic Violence in Gujarat 

                  The cornerstone of legal protection for women facing domestic violence in Gujarat is the 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, a comprehensive civil law that defines 

domestic violence broadly to include physical, emotional, verbal, sexual, and economic abuse within 

domestic relationships. This Act empowers women to seek protection orders, residence orders, monetary 

relief, and custody of children without necessarily initiating criminal proceedings. Gujarat, as part of 

India, enforces this central legislation through designated Protection Officers and service providers who 

assist women in filing complaints and obtaining relief orders. The Act also mandates the government to 

ensure support services such as shelter homes, medical aid, and legal aid for survivors (Indian Code, 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 

2005)[https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/15436/1/protection_of_women_from_domestic

_violence_act%2C_2005.pdf]. 

In addition to the PWDVA, Gujarat relies on complementary laws such as Section 498A of the Indian 

Penal Code, which criminalizes cruelty by a husband or his relatives, and other statutes addressing 

dowry-related violence and sexual offenses. The judiciary in Gujarat plays a critical role in interpreting 

these laws to protect women's rights and deliver justice in domestic violence cases. 

Government Initiatives and Institutional Mechanisms in Gujarat                                                

                       Beyond legal provisions, Gujarat has established an institutional framework to 

operationalize the protection of women from domestic violence. The Office of the Commissioner for 
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Women and Child Development, functioning since 1988, administers welfare schemes and coordinates 

efforts to empower women (Women & Child Development Department, 

Gujarat)[https://wcd.gujarat.gov.in/posts?id=322]. The state government also runs schemes like the 

"Ganga Swarupa Pension Scheme" to financially assist widowed women, indirectly supporting women 

vulnerable to domestic violence by enhancing their economic independence. 

                     Gujarat has pioneered initiatives such as the Mahila Sahayata Kendra (Women’s Assistance 

Centers) located within rural hospitals, which provide immediate support and counseling to survivors of 

domestic violence, integrating healthcare with protection services (Behanbox report on Gujarat rural 

hospitals)[https://behanbox.com/2022/03/23/gujarats-rural-hospitals-become-support-centres-for-

domestic-violence-survivors/]. Furthermore, women’s helplines like the 181 number provide accessible, 

round-the-clock assistance for victims seeking help. 

                    The state’s Protection Officers act as a public-police interface to facilitate reporting, 

counseling, and legal aid, thus bridging the gap between survivors and judicial redress. These officers 

play a pivotal role in ensuring that women receive timely relief and protection orders under the PWDVA. 

Effectiveness and Challenges in Gujarat's Domestic Violence Protection 

             While Gujarat's legal and institutional frameworks are robust on paper, their effectiveness hinges 

on practical implementation and public awareness. Studies indicate that many women still face barriers in 

accessing justice due to social stigma, lack of awareness about legal rights, and insufficient support 

infrastructure in rural areas (Research on domestic violence in Gujarat, ISEC)[https://www.isec.ac.in/wp-

content/uploads/2023/07/WP-499-Anamika-Das-and-C-M-Lakshmana-Final.pdf]. 

             The judiciary’s interpretation of the PWDVA as primarily civil in nature sometimes limits the 

punitive deterrence against abusers, making enforcement of protection orders challenging. Moreover, 

resource constraints, overburdened legal systems, and occasional reluctance of police to intervene 

effectively undermine the law's potential impact. 

            However, Gujarat’s integration of healthcare and legal services, along with financial aid schemes, 

represents a promising model for holistic support. Efforts to sensitize police, judicial officers, and the 

community continue to enhance responsiveness to domestic violence cases. 
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Conclusion                                                                                                                                   

                Gujarat’s response to domestic violence through the enactment of the Protection of Women 

from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, and complementary state initiatives reflects a serious commitment to 

women’s safety and empowerment. The legislative framework provides a comprehensive mechanism for 

protection and relief, while government programs and institutional support aim to bridge gaps in 

implementation. Nonetheless, challenges remain in ensuring these laws translate into effective protection 

on the ground, particularly in rural and marginalized communities. Continued focus on awareness, 

capacity building, and integrated services is essential to strengthen Gujarat’s protective response to 

domestic violence. The thesis is upheld: Gujarat has established significant policies and laws for 

protecting women from domestic violence, but their true success depends on the efficacy of enforcement 

and holistic support systems. 
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