An Online Peer Reviewed / Refereed Journal
Volume 3 | Special Issue 3 | October 2025
ISSN: 2583-973X (Online)

Website: www.theacademic.in

i The Academic

a International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research

Empowering Sustainable Development: The Transformative Role of Libraries in

Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Mr. Gulsan Kumar Behera

Assistant Professor (Liberal Discipline & Pedagogy), Department of Education, Sandipani Academy,

Achhoti, Durg, C. G., gbehera980@gmail.com

Dr. Saroj Nayyar

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Education, Kalinga University, saroj.nayyar@kaligauniversity.ac.in

DOI : https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17400164

ARTICLE DETAILS

ABSTRACT

Research Paper
Accepted: 05-09-2025
Published: 19-10-2025

Keywords:

Sustainable  Development
Goals (SDGs), libraries,
digital inclusion,

community empowerment,

education equity.

Libraries are dynamic in education, research, and community
empowerment and are, therefore, important catalysts in realizing the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). To preserving knowledge
they go the extra mile of bridging information gaps by use of mobile
libraries (e.g. the KNLS Kenya), digital resource centers (e.g. Digital
India Campaign, India), and community based initiatives (e.g.
sustainable initiatives by Aarhus Public Libraries). These initiatives cut
directly towards SDG 4 (Quality Education) helping to encourage
lifelong learning, SDG 5 (Gender Equality) where women targeted
skills programs are offered and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)
technology is democratized. SDG 16 (Peace and Strong Institutions) is
also strengthened through libraries as they can promote democracy via
talking space and civic participation in the society. They also have
collaborations with NGOs and governments that multiply the impact as
witnessed in their programs teaching health literacy (SDG 3),
environmental sustainability (SDG 13), and innovation (SDG 9). They
are thwarted by constant obstacles such as funding gaps, online
disconnects in rural segments, and policy deficits in appetence. Among

the strategic recommendations, the incorporation of libraries into
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national development strategies, the up skilling of library personnel in
digitalized tools and the modernization of infrastructural facilities in e-
learning has been proposed. Case studies indicate that libraries give
power to marginalized communities- as long as they are given
resources, they enable marginalized people to access e-governance as
well as provide agricultural knowledge to the groups of people that are
more underprivileged. Libraries have the potential to fast track
development on all the 17 SDGs and enhance social equity and
environmental conservation through their special status as inclusive

knowledge centres

OBJECTIVE

e To carry out an analysis of the contribution made by libraries through their educational programs,
digital inclusion efforts and community empowerment policy to a variety of Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)

1. PROLOGUE

In 2015, the United Nations adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to find
solutions for poverty, inequality, changes to the climate and concerns related to peace. Among all the
goals and targets, information and knowledge are highlighted as important themes. The SDGs show the
world’s governments are committed to improving the world and enforcing equality by 2030. The United
Nations introduced the 2030 Goals (SDGs) in 2015 to address vital world challenges and lead toward a
better, equal and sustainable future by that year. The aims of the SDGs are to reduce poverty, hunger and
disease; support the right to education; achieve equality between men and women; and guarantee that
every person gets access to water, proper sanitation and sustainable energy resources. Experts also
recommend focusing on economic growth that includes everyone, new and better ideas, decreased
inequality and safe, green communities. The goals also seek to reduce climate change issues, defend
essential resources, maintain peace and justice and develop reliable institutions. A primary objective is to
forge close partnerships at the global level to make sure these goals are achieved everywhere. Every SDG
addresses a key area for development within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, allowing
these 17 goals to guide actions on challenges such as poverty, hunger, climate change and inequality. The

first target, known as Goal 1: No Poverty, is to eliminate extreme poverty from the world and Goal 2:
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Zero Hunger looks to ensure that everyone has enough to eat from sustainable agriculture. Goal 1 focuses
on poverty and hunger, Goal 2 on clean water and sanitation, Goal 3 on health and Goal 4 on education.
Goal 5 works towards empowering women and girls so that they enjoy equal treatment and chance. The
SDGs give great importance to caring for our environment. Goal 6 focuses on getting clean water and
sanitation to everyone, Goal 7 supports clean energy that is affordable, Goal 12ensures sustainable
consumption and production patterns and Goal 13 urges everyone to act fast against climate change. Goal
14 and Goal 15 remind us how important it is to guard marine and land environments which help
maintain the health of the planet. SDG 16 aims to build peaceful, accepting communities, make sure
justice is available to all and strengthen trustworthy institutions. This goal, SDG 17, hopes to improve
global partnerships in finance, technology, trade and capacity-building, helping all Sustainable
Development Goals become a reality. The way the SDGs are designed, as one system, makes them
special. It is clear from these goals that improvements in some areas are connected to improvements in
others. If education is improved (Goal 4), then better health (Goal 3), lower poverty (Goal 1) and
improved gender equality (Goal 5) can result. Because different areas are linked, strategies are needed
that handle many objectives at the same time. Reaching the SDGs depends on redesigning processes,
bringing together various sectors and having effective systems to solve challenges in different parts of the

world.- Le Blanc, 2015

Getting to the SDGs depends on governments, private enterprises, academic institutions,
organizations in civil society and everyone working together. It calls for people and countries at every
level to work together. Strong leadership, solid rules, accurate data, money to spend and active public
contribution are key to making things effective. Because the SDGs focus on all areas of development—
economy, people and environment—rather than just growth, they are useful for major transformation—

Sachs, 2015

While the world has accomplished many things over the years, important issues remain for
broad sections of the population. Because of inequality, harm to nature, unrest in politics and the
pandemic, development has been delayed and some earlier success has disappeared. They show that we
need more dedication and fresh ideas now more than ever. The SDGs stand for more than achievements
— they outline a plan for all people to achieve success. Goal 8 helps workers worldwide, Goal 11
strengthens cities and Goal 17 unites countries for achieving a better tomorrow. Through the SDGs,
people and the planet can work together to create peace and prosperity now and long-term. They believe

that dealing with poverty and various forms of deprivation must work alongside projects that address
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health and education, reduce financial inequality and aid with economic development — all as we try to

protect the planet, oceans and forests at the same time- The United Nations, 2015.

So, the Sustainable Development Goals invite us all to join a journey that imagines a world where
justice, equality and sustainability are achieved for now and for the future. Combining knowledge with

effort from everybody, we can make these goals a reality.
2. LIBRARIES AND THEIR USEFULNESS IN EDUCATION AND SOCIETY

Many educated and knowledgeable communities are thanks to libraries. They provide much more
than storage for books; they are key points for education, sharing information and public help. Both in
schools and the online world, libraries give continued help to education and improve social life. Schools
and universities depend on libraries for students, teachers and researchers. Collections at academic
libraries include textbooks, encyclopedias, research papers and digital resources that add to what students
learn at school and college. They improve the ability to read, encourage interest and make students able
to learn without help. Students learn information not included in their classroom curriculum and teachers
and researchers rely on libraries to gather materials for their classes. Libraries have gone from places
where you get books to where you learn and explore knowledge. Many libraries have included
technology, allowing patrons to use e-books, online databases, learning software and online tools. Thanks
to the digital move, people in rural and less resourced regions can now get learning materials more easily.
Thanks to digital libraries and open-source resources, many more students are getting the same

educational chances.

Libraries serve people outside academics by providing a variety of different services. You can
find news, information on health, job help and a range of other services at public libraries for people of
any age or background. Often, they organize reading sessions, cultural activities and workshops meant to
bring people together and strengthen their community life. They support social equality by teaching
literacy and helping people find needed information. If resources are tight in a community, the only way
people can read and use the internet may be through libraries. Reaching education to remote populations
is made possible by mobile libraries and reading programs in the countryside. They supply people with

the information and abilities required for both job and life advancement.

Ensuring equal access to any books or information is a key way that libraries back democratic
values. They promote logical thinking, valuable debates and a role in community life. Libraries make it

possible for people to learn about current events and develop their views. Supporting the SDGs is a major
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task for libraries on the worldwide development level. They make it possible for people to obtain quality
education, lessen unequal opportunities and strengthen existing organizations. Many organizations
worldwide recognize the role libraries play in creating a level and knowledgeable community worldwide.
As a result, libraries support learning and help people in their communities. They encourage studying,
ensure equality, boost community improvements and conserve traditional information. Since the world
keeps changing, libraries must update themselves by using technology and helping everyone in our
society. Building and supporting libraries encourages knowledge, power and progress among community
members. Public, academic, school and special libraries help to spread important learning and create

informed citizens. Because they are broad and flexible, they play a key role in contributing to the SDGs.

By offering information sharing, collaboration and facilitation opportunities, libraries and
librarians help to streamline activities that encourage all members of a society to get involved and be

included. This finding was reported by Unegbu et al. (2023)

Libraries support the Sustainable Development Goals by making sure everyone can easily get the
information and materials they need for learning. They enhance SDG 4 (Quality Education) by promoting
both reading and learning that lasts throughout life for everyone. Libraries give communities digital
access to useful tools and information which helps meet SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). They establish
areas that include everyone, focus on fairness and inspire people to join their communities, supporting
Gender Equality and Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. Libraries use their services and programs to
give individuals the tools to improve, decide wisely and contribute to a better world. This means libraries

help achieve the SDGs and contribute to a brighter future for us all.

3. EMPOWERING RESEARCH AND ADVANCING SDGS: THE TRANSFORMATIVE
ROLE OF LIBRARIES

For a long time, libraries held knowledge, but now they offer far more services than simply giving
out books. Today, libraries act as lively places where people can research, learn, be innovative and build
community. Their work helps advance research and science, as well as plays a big part in supporting the

United Nations’ SDGs.

The work done in research greatly depends on the infrastructure provided by libraries. They make
available many academic journals, e-resources, books and databases that support the use of evidence in
learning. College and other research libraries are important places where students, faculty and

independent researchers find information. In addition to resources, libraries give academic researchers
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advice on referencing, run research consultations, supply digital tools and teach citation avoidance,
plagiarism prevention and data assessment — all supporting strong and correct research. Libraries make
it possible for people to access research by storing that work in digital repositories and institutional
archives. As a result, researchers worldwide — with a special focus on regions that need more resources
— get access to useful information and can join efforts more easily. By doing this, libraries enhance the

world’s research environment.

In addition, libraries serve as important contributors to achieving the goals of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Everyone’s access to education is improved by libraries which clearly
supports SDG 4: Quality Education. Offering learning resources, literacy support and access to online
technology, libraries reduce the education gap for members of marginalized groups. The spaces in
libraries help fulfill SDG 5 by being safe, welcoming and giving women and girls a chance to learn and
gain knowledge. Lots of libraries provide assistance to women in areas like learning new skills, learning
about health issues and getting connected online. Libraries contribute to SDG 16 by ensuring that all
members of the community can access information. They actively help build awareness, make things
clearer for the public and encourage them to take part in decisions. Being trustworthy and impartial,
libraries play a part in encouraging talk, inspiring participation and growing democratic values. Libraries
play a role in local development by teaching people about health (SDG 3), sustainability (SDG 13) and
progress toward future inventions (SDG 9). Bringing knowledge and services to remote communities
with mobile libraries, digital kiosks and rural programs is one way to ensure inequalities (SDG 10) are
reduced. Because libraries are important in their communities, they partner with NGOs, local groups and
education systems to deliver programs in line with the SDGs. Because they connect, inform and inspire

their communities, they are well-suited to support sustainable change.

Put simply, libraries don’t just keep information — they help transform society. When libraries
provide research materials, ensure all learners can access what they need and work with communities on
development, they join the effort to achieve sustainability and equality worldwide. That’s why investing

in libraries and updating them is a valuable step toward progress and growing knowledge.
4. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Libraries assist with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), focusing mainly on Goal 4:
Quality Education and Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. Because they are accessible
online, they help anyone, no matter their age, to learn at any time. Those who lack other methods of

getting information may rely on the internet to help them with school work. Besides SDG 4, libraries play
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a role in helping achieve several more SDGs. They support SDG 10 by making technology and digital
training available to people in deprived communities. Libraries play a role in gender equality (SDG 5) by
introducing programs and settings that give rise to women and girls. Moreover, they support peace and
social inclusion by ensuring people are well informed and openness, according to SDG16. According to
IFLA, libraries are vital allies in meeting the SDGs. Making sure all are included helps libraries create
communities that are knowledgeable, involved and active. Being open and available for knowledge helps

these organizations play a key part in building sustainable development everywhere.
5. CASE STUDIES AND GLOBAL INITIATIVES
5.1 National Library Service in Kenya

The KNLS reduces illiteracy and supports rural education right across the country. With its mobile
library service, KNLS sends books, learning guides and digital sources to areas where libraries are not
available. By encouraging learning, mobile libraries also deliver important information about hygiene,
nutrition and how to prevent diseases. With its services to remote communities, KNLS helps others learn

key facts, make informed choices and improves their social and health well-being.
5.2 The Public Libraries of Aarhus in Denmark

Both citizen involvement and environmental knowledge are promoted by Aarhus Public Libraries
in Denmark through their programs which underlines how libraries serve as key democratic areas.
Through arranging talks, workshops and events concerning sustainability, the library inspires people to
care about the environment as a community. Libararies are seen as more than just houses for books in this
approach and are highlighted as centers for people to come together, learn and do their part for their

community and the environment.
5.3 India has launched a Digital India campaign to help citizens.

The Digital India Campaign is making public libraries into Digital Resource Centers to close the
digital gap and improve digital skills across the nation. Libraries with modern technology make it simple
for users to connect with government websites and digital government systems. Through different
teaching initiatives and help, libraries allow people of all backgrounds in rural and marginalized areas to
improve their digital skills. With this, more individuals are included, communities gain new tools and the

government advances toward its aim of a skilled and digitally linked population.

6. LIBRARIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FACE BARRIERS TO ACHIEVING SDGS
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Most libraries in developing nations are limited in how often they can improve their facilities
because of insufficient funding. A lack of funds means libraries lack updated buildings, advanced
technology and a good variety of both physical and digital materials. Because of this lack, the
government cannot aid communities properly, update information or introduce new programs. Without
enough money, libraries have trouble evolving with the latest education and technology which can

influence their ability to help people learn and read.

Many libraries in rural and poor areas have a hard time due to the digital divide which greatly
limits or removes internet access for many users. Because they don’t have internet access, they cannot
connect to online resources, e-books and educational websites. Consequently, it becomes much more
difficult to learn, get information and build digital skills. Removing this gap ensures libraries promote
equality and assist communities in deal with modern digital issues. A lot of libraries run into troubles
since governments sometimes overlook their contributions to national development. Without sufficient
support, libraries have a hard time getting the finances, equipment and upgrades they need. As a
consequence, they cannot offer more services and help with education, progress for society and economic
development. For libraries to become important for community development and help reach sustainable

development goals, governments must formally recognize their role.
7. RECOMMENDATIONS

According to libraries, national development policies should very clearly highlight their important
role in meeting the SDGs. Securing money and operational resources requires including libraries in these
strategies which they need to support their work in education, digital fields and equal access to
information. When governments include libraries in their national plans, they can foster community
growth, resolve problems related to social inequality and empower everyone to participate more in

reaching the SDGs.

Educating library workers helps them work better and reach out to communities digitally. If staff
learns new technology tools, becomes more digitally literate and becomes involved in outreach, the
library can serve users better as their expectations change. Staff who know what they are doing can help
education, allow people to use online services and promote inclusive community activities. Improving the

skills of library staff helps libraries keep up with the fast changes happening in technology today.

To better help communities, libraries must improve their internet and physical infrastructure. With

dependable internet, residents can use digital resources, study online and make use of government
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services and modern facilities ensure that learning and social activities are comfortable, safe and
accessible. Libraries are able to better help with education, digital growth and community life by
investing in technology and buildings. Joining forces with NGOs, schools and local leaders helps
libraries provide a broader community service and be more successful. Partnering with others provides
libraries with strengthened assets, knowledge and support that improve the way they assist the
community. When these organizations join forces, they can advance education, help people improve their
digital abilities and promote social inclusion, so libraries stay at the heart of local learning, growth and
community activities. Evaluating both achievements and progress of libraries in supporting the SDGs is
required by continuous use of indicators. In this way, society can check if libraries help with education,
equality and the growth of the community. The use of data allows businesses to celebrate what they
achieve, find areas that need improvement and guide their actions going forward. Relying on data,

libraries strengthen their role as supporters of sustainable development.
8. CONCLUSION

This study has met the objective of analysing the contribution that libraries make towards the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to the full extent. The analysis of their educational programmes,
digital inclusion programmes, and community empowerment policies proves that the libraries are much
more than book-storing units but are rather active agents of social transformation. Examples of Kenya,
Denmark, and India help to see how libraries can meet urgent international priorities, including ensuring
quality education, ending inequalities, fostering gender equality, and establishing peaceful, inclusive
societies. Libraries not only cooperate with vulnerable groups but also help to realize several SDGs since
they provide lifelong learning opportunities, contribute to the realization of the digital literacy goal, and

support the idea of lifelong learning.

But, the study also offers to find that their further efficiency depends upon regular investment,
policy awareness, and technology development. Most of the urban libraries encounter problems like lack
of funding, aged implementation of the facilities, poor connection to the internet, and poor government
support. It is thus necessary to incorporate national and local development plans with libraries, modernize
and rehabilitate facilities in addition to providing librarians with updated skills. Moreover, they can
enforce the assessment and recording of the results of library services to support their claim of a long-
term existence and make adjustments based on the information. This way, in a way, empowering libraries
is empowering communities. By identifying and supporting their involvement with development,

policymakers and stakeholders will be able to make these institutions resilient and remain viable to exist
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in a changing world. Well-resourced libraries with robust infrastructure stand as mighty allies in the
international quest of achieving sustainability also that knowledge, equality, and opportunity can be made
to be available to every individual and that no one should be left behind during the struggle to achieve

justice and progress.
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