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Literature-based English teaching for Indian graduate engineering
students improves communication abilities in context. To determine the
pedagogical value of literature-based language teaching, this study first
analyses engineering students' needs, identifying deficiencies in higher-
order linguistic skills like intercultural awareness, professional
communication, and critical reading, which are essential for global
mobility and employability. The study emphasises the need for
instructors with the abilities to blend task-based, digitally assisted
language education with literary texts in teacher preparation and
training. Lit-driven language teaching is hindered by tight curriculum,
insufficient instructional time, inadequate resource allocation, and
student proficiency gaps. Redesigning the curriculum, employing
blended learning, collaborating across disciplines, and picking relevant
books are all options. The report also suggests enhancing digital
literacy, providing culturally inclusive resources for engineering
students, and combining literary pedagogy with outcome-based
education. The article concludes that systematic literature use can
improve language, critical thinking, and professional advancement. As
so, it can transform English language training in Indian engineering

schools.

Introduction
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English for Specific Purposes (ESP), which focusses on technical terminology, report writing, and
presentation skills, is a common framework for English language training for engineering students in
India. Narrow ESP techniques may overlook higher-order language abilities that literature naturally
fosters, such as interpretative listening, critical reading, nuanced writing, and cultural literacy, even if
they are crucial. Literature (short stories, plays, essays, and some poetry) offers rich contexts for
discourse analysis, possibilities for ethical reasoning and argumentation, sophisticated, real-world

language, and resources for fostering interpersonal skills through conversation and role-playing.

Since graduate engineering students in India have different learning requirements than their
undergraduate or humanities counterparts, this study looks at how ETL (English through Literature)
might be modified for them. It suggests a teaching approach that blends ESP goals with literary works
selected for their linguistic usefulness, genre accessibility, and thematic significance. In order to produce
engineers who are not just technically proficient but also communicatively agile, morally aware, and

culturally literate, the objective is to supplement technical communication training rather than replace it.
Review of Literature

The use of genuine texts for language development is supported by research in ESP and applied
linguistics (Dudley-Evans & St John; Hyland). Subject-relevant information boosts motivation and
promotes deeper language acquisition, according to topic-based instruction (CBI) (Brinton, Snow &
Wesche). It has been demonstrated that using literature in language instruction improves inferencing
abilities, cultural sensitivity, and affective engagement—all of which are critical for advanced learners
(Lazar; McRae; Maley & Duff). To encourage critical thinking and employability, academics in India
have argued for including literature into technical EFL contexts (Swain; Krishnaswamy & Burde). By
exposing students to contextualised, stylistically rich examples, the communicative shift in ESP also

facilitates the teaching of genres (academic papers, reports, and presentations) (Bhatia).

Some ESP practitioners, however, advise against employing texts that are solely literary and do not
specifically relate to professional genres (Hutchinson & Waters). The literature therefore suggests a
hybrid model—ETL influenced by ESP—in which literary resources are intentionally used to foster

broader literacies and suit the communicative demands of technical learners.
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Needs Analysis: Graduate Engineering Students in India

An essential first step in creating successful English language programs for Indian graduate engineering
students is needs analysis. In order to match language training with learners' real-world circumstances, it

entails determining their linguistic needs, academic goals, and professional communication requirements.

Because engineering students sometimes come from a variety of language and geographic origins, their
English competence varies. In Indian technical institutes, traditional English courses have tended to
concentrate just on grammar and general communication, ignoring the specific language abilities
engineers require for both academic and professional contexts. This gap can be closed with the use of a

methodical requirements analysis.

Hutchinson and Waters (1987) assert that needs analysis makes a distinction between learning
requirements, or what students must do to gain those abilities, and target needs, or what they must know
to perform well in their future academic or professional contexts. Technical report writing, research
paper reading, oral presentations, collaborative communication, and professional correspondence are

usually among the target demands for engineering students.

The development of employability skills including technical writing, presentation, and cross-cultural
communication is emphasised by AICTE and NBA in the Indian setting. Thus, gathering information for
needs analysis entails surveys, interviews, classroom observations, and input from academics and
business partners. English for Specific Purposes (ESP) courses are intended to be customised to meet the

needs of the workplace and academic literacy.

Teachers may guarantee that English language teaching (ELT) in engineering programs shifts from
theoretical grammar to contextual, skill-based, and learner-centred education by carrying out a
comprehensive needs analysis. In addition to improving students' language proficiency, this alignment

boosts their self-esteem, employability, and preparedness for the global workforce.
Teacher Training and Preparation
1. The Value of Skilled Teachers in Literature-Based Language Instruction

The effectiveness of teaching English language through literature (ETL) in engineering education mostly
rests on the teacher’s competency, flexibility, and pedagogical awareness. Unlike typical English classes
that focus primarily on grammar or comprehension, literature-based language instruction involves a

combination of linguistic ability, interpretative sensitivity, and innovative approach. In order to help
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students view literature as a live medium for communication rather than as a strictly academic topic,

teachers must be able to mediate between literary aesthetics and language functioning.

Language teachers who can contextualise literary works in ways that appeal to analytical minds are
necessary for engineering students, who are largely schooled in technical thinking. Thus, instructional
creativity, emotional intelligence, and technology fluency are all included in teacher preparation, which

goes beyond topic knowledge.
2. Current Status of Teacher Preparation in Indian Technical Institutions

The majority of English instructors at engineering schools in India hold masters degrees in ELT or
English literature. Few, nonetheless, are given specific instruction on how to successfully include
literature into technical education systems. Academic qualifications are given precedence over classroom
creativity in faculty recruiting procedures, and institutional support for pedagogical upskilling is

frequently lacking.

Additionally, a lot of teachers are hired on a contract or temporary basis, which limits their chances of
participating in research-based teaching methods or advancing their careers over the long run. Technical
university ecosystems seldom host workshops, seminars, or conferences on English for Specific Purposes
(ESP) or Literature in Language Teaching (LiLT). As a result, even highly qualified educators might not

be familiar with task-based, communicative, or ICT-assisted literary teaching approaches.
3. Core Competencies Required for Teachers

To execute ETL proficiently, educators must cultivate a range of multidisciplinary and reflective

abilities, encompassing:
a. Linguistic and Communicative Proficiency

It is essential for teachers to have a strong grasp of the English language, particularly in terms of
phonology, grammar, and discourse patterns. As a result of the fact that engineering students frequently
struggle with verbal communication, it is essential for teachers to demonstrate proper pronunciation,

fluency, and pragmatic usage of the English language in both official and casual applications.
b. Literary and Cultural Awareness

Educators are able to contextualise texts in a meaningful way when they have a solid basis in literary

history, genres, and cultural topics. Texts that integrate ethical, technological, or social concerns with the
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reality of engineering education should allow teachers to pick literature that connects with the

experiences of their students.
c. Pedagogical and Methodological Skills

Comprehension of a variety of instructional approaches, including Task-Based Learning (TBL),
Collaborative Learning, and Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), as well as literary analysis, is
necessary for effective English as a Second Language (ETL) instruction. The ability to adapt pieces of
literature such as poems, novels, and plays into linguistic exercises that encourage vocabulary growth,

understanding, and critical thinking is an important skill for educators to possess.
d. Technological Integration

It is essential for teachers of modern languages to be conversant with various digital platforms and
instruments of media. The usage of Language Labs, Learning Management Systems (LMS) such as
Moodle, and online tools for reading and performing literature should be taught to teachers as part of
their professional development. An increase in student involvement and a better understanding of tone,
context, and emotion can be achieved by the incorporation of multimedia (videos, podcasts,

dramatisations).
e. Reflective and Emotional Intelligence

It is the responsibility of teachers to act as facilitators who stimulate creativity and inquiry. It is possible
for teachers to empathise with pupils who are struggling with language anxiety or poor self-esteem if
they possess emotional intelligence. Teachers are able to improve their teaching methods and keep their
classes focused on the needs of their students by engaging in reflective practice, which includes self-

evaluation, analysis of feedback, and observation by peers.
4. Framework for Teacher Training and Development

The implementation of a standardised teacher training framework across engineering institutions is
recommended in order to improve English as a foreign language (ETL) teaching. These are some of the

components that may be included in such a framework:
a. Pre-Service Training Programs

Teacher education curriculum at universities should contain modules on Language via Literature,

focusing on lesson planning, material adaptation, and skill integration. It is recommended that
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postgraduate English programs include workshops that focus on the utilisation of short stories, poetry,
and drama for the goal of communication. This will help future teachers become more prepared for

working in technical workplaces.
b. In-Service Faculty Development Workshops

Institutions should organize regular Faculty Development Programs (FDPs) in collaboration with the
AICTE, NPTEL, and British Council to update teachers on emerging pedagogical trends. Workshops

could cover topics like:

o Designing interactive literary tasks for engineering students
o Assessment through creative performance and reflection

e Use of technology in literature-based instruction
¢. Collaborative Learning Communities

It is possible to stimulate creativity by establishing teacher networks or online forums in which teachers
may discuss lesson ideas, problems, and success stories with one another. The concept of reflective
practice and ongoing growth is encouraged via the use of peer review and classroom observation among

colleague peers.
d. Research and Action-Based Learning

Teachers must to be encouraged to carry out action research on ETL techniques in order to determine
which approaches are most effective in their particular setting. Publication of results in academic
publications or presentation of such findings at conferences is a great way to increase professional

recognition and the sharing of information.
e. Integration of ICT and Open Educational Resources (OERs)

During training, the utilisation of open educational resources (OERs), electronic texts, and digital
archives should be emphasised. For the purpose of creating an immersive learning environment,
educators may choose to incorporate virtual performances, online poetry recitations, or interactive fiction

platforms.
S. Institutional Support for Teacher Empowerment

Teacher training cannot be sustained without institutional commitment. Colleges and universities should:
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e Provide funding and leave for attending professional training or research programs.

Encourage interdepartmental collaborations, where language faculty co-teach with engineering

experts.

o Establish Centers for English Language and Literature Pedagogy (CELLP) to coordinate

research, resources, and curriculum innovation.

These kinds of activities help to cultivate a professional ecosystem in which educators are empowered,

motivated, and capable of consistently moving forward.

For English through Literature (ETL) pedagogy in engineering education to be successful, teacher
training is the foundational component. Even the most carefully crafted educational programs will not be
able to truly engage students if they are not accompanied by instructors who are well-trained,

introspective, and resourceful.

Teachers of English have the ability to change their classrooms into environments that encourage critical
thinking, creative expression, and cultural understanding by participating in organised training programs,

receiving institutional support, and engaging in continuous professional development.

Ultimately, a teacher who is empowered becomes more than just a language transmitter; they become a
mentor who cultivates communication competence, moral imagination, and humanistic sensitivity. These

are skills that are important for engineers in the 21st century.
Institutional Constraints and Solutions
1. Institutional Constraints

Even though there is an increasing understanding of the significance of English communication and
literary sensibility in engineering education, there are a number of institutional impediments that prevent
the successful implementation of English through Literature (ETL) programs in Indian technical colleges.
However, rather than being only a result of educational challenges, these limitations are frequently the

result of systemic, administrative, and infrastructure-related problems.
a. Overloaded Curriculum and Time Constraints

Engineering curriculum that are established by the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)

and associated universities are rich in fundamental technical courses. In most cases, students are only
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allowed to take English language classes for a single semester, and they are allocated two or three contact
hours each week. Considering that institutions place a higher priority on technical material than linguistic
or cultural learning, the option of integrating literature-based modules is severely constrained due to the
short amount of time available. A tokenistic approach to language instruction is the result, which does

not succeed in developing actual communicative competence through its implementation.
b. Examination-Centric Evaluation

Written tests that place an emphasis on grammar, report writing, and memorisation are the primary forms
of assessment utilised by institutional evaluation systems. This strategy hinders creativity and
interpretative abilities, which are crucial in literature-based instruction. Both the flexibility of the
instructor and the level of student participation are hindered when there is no ongoing or performance-

based evaluation (for example, oral presentations or creative writing).
c. Lack of Institutional Vision and Administrative Support

The English language is still considered a "support subject" at many engineering institutes, rather than a
skill area that is considered to be essential. Management frequently fails to recognise the significance of
the role that humanities departments play, which results in insufficient finance, restricted autonomy in
the development of curricula, and the marginalisation of literary material. When it comes to professional
development, institutional regulations almost never acknowledge the long-term cognitive and emotional

advantages that literature may provide.
d. Shortage of Qualified Faculty and Training Opportunities

One of the most major challenges faced by the school is the mismatch between the credentials of the
teaching staff and the expectations of the program. A significant number of English instructors are hired
on a contractual basis, and they do not have access to research facilities or pedagogical training. ICT-
enabled teaching and task-based literary pedagogy are two examples of novel teaching approaches that
are not being utilised to their full potential because of a lack of institutional investment in faculty

development.
e. Inadequate Learning Resources and Infrastructure

There are a number of engineering colleges that are struggling with a lack of resources, particularly those
that are located in semi-urban or rural areas. These institutions have restricted libraries, textbooks that are

out of date, and a lack of digital tools such as language laboratories, multimedia materials, or e-learning

Dr. Yogesh Malshette Page | 1714



ﬁ%] The Academic Volume 3 | Issue 12 | December 2025

platforms. Literature instruction need exposure to a variety of media, including films, performances, and

online debates; nevertheless, this can be challenging to do without the help of infrastructure.
f. Language Anxiety and Institutional Culture

The culture of the institution is another factor that adds to the resistant attitude of students towards
studying English. When confronted with literary or creative approaches to the English language, a
significant number of students who come from regional backgrounds develop language anxiety and a fear
of failing. Such fear results in disengagement and poor performance in organisations that are unable to

build an environment that is supportive and does not pass judgement.
2. Solutions and Institutional Strategies

It is imperative that changes be initiated at the institutional level in order for English through Literature
(ETL) to achieve success within the realm of technical education. The following are some of the methods
and techniques that can assist in the creation of an environment that is conducive to effective

implementation:
a. Integrating ETL into the Curriculum Framework

Instead of treating literature as a distinct academic field, educational institutions have to rethink their
language classes so that they incorporate it as a means of strengthening students' language skills. In order
to teach specific abilities such as narrative writing, persuasive speech, and critical thinking, it is possible
to incorporate short literary forms such as tales, poems, and plays into teaching modules that are devoted
to communication. The use of a mixed curriculum that incorporates both literary expression and technical
communication has the potential to make English classes not only intellectually stimulating but also

practically applicable.
b. Adopting Flexible and Continuous Evaluation Systems

The use of formative and performance-based evaluation methods should be used by colleges rather than
depending primarily on tests administered at the conclusion of each semester. Alternative methods of
evaluation include oral presentations, group discussions, reflective journals, and dramatisations. Others
include the use of reflective notebooks. Not only do these methods assess language skill, but they also

foster creativity, collaboration, and self-assurance.

c. Institutional Investment in Faculty Development
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The establishment of Faculty Development Programs (FDPs) and workshops that concentrate on
literature-integrated language pedagogy, English language teaching innovations, and digital learning
tools is very necessary for institutes. Teacher competency and understanding of global pedagogical
techniques can be improved through collaborations with organisations such as the British Council, the

National Council of Teachers of English Languages (NPTEL), or the AICTE's ATAL Academy.
d. Establishing Language and Literature Resource Centers

Within engineering colleges, a Language and Literature Resource Centre (LLRC) that is specifically
designed for that purpose might act as a central location for literary interaction. Poetry readings,
discussions, dramatisations, and digital storytelling sessions are among possible activities that might take
place in these centres. Students will have the opportunity to engage in interactive and interactive practice
of pronunciation, comprehension, and literary interpretation via the incorporation of Language

Laboratories that are equipped with multimedia resources.
e. Encouraging Cross-Departmental Collaboration

It would be inappropriate for the Humanities Department to be the exclusive recipient of ETL projects.
Contextualisation of language learning can be achieved through collaborative initiatives between English
faculty and other departments, such as Computer Science or Mechanical Engineering. In order to bridge
the gap between technical and creative thinking, for instance, students may be challenged to produce

dialogues about developments in renewable energy or to write narratives on engineering ethics.
f. Promoting Student-Centered Learning Environments

The establishment of open and participative places that alleviate language anxiety should be a priority for
institutions. Cooperative learning may be fostered by the participation in activities such as peer
mentorship, reading circles, and literary clubs. These kinds of settings cultivate a sense of self-expression
and turn the process of studying English from a mandatory topic into an experience that is rich in

significance.
g. Leveraging Technology and Open Educational Resources (OERs)

To enhance classroom learning, educational institutions might use Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOQCs) like Coursera and SWAYAM. For engineering students, digital resources such as interactive
fiction, video lectures, and podcasts may bring literature to life and enable flexible, individualised

learning.
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The conventional view of English as an auxiliary rather than a fundamental part of engineering education
is the source of many systemic institutional restrictions. However, institutions can get over these
obstacles by putting specific reforms into place, such as faculty training, resource improvement, and

curriculum flexibility.

English classrooms may become creative labs with a forward-thinking institutional strategy that
emphasises literature as an educational medium for empathy, communication, and ethical reasoning. In
the end, these changes will result in engineers that are not just technically proficient but also emotionally

intelligent, culturally educated, and internationally communicable.
Challenges and Future Directions
1. Challenges in Implementing Literature-Based Language Teaching

Despite being acknowledged as a successful pedagogical strategy, teaching English through literature
(ETL) at Indian engineering schools is fraught with difficulties. These challenges, which originate from

curriculum design, student attitudes, and teacher readiness, are both institutional and pedagogical.
a. Curriculum Constraints

According to AICTE guidelines and university standards, engineering schools in India typically allot a
little amount of time for English instruction—often one or two semesters. Technical communication,
report writing, and professional correspondence are the main areas of focus during this short time. As a
result, literature-based methods are occasionally dismissed as unnecessary or even unimportant. Because
curricula are usually rigid, teachers have little opportunity to incorporate imaginative or interpretative

resources.
b. Examination-Oriented Learning Culture

The majority of engineering students are used to memorising facts and studying for tests. They are
frequently driven more by a practical need to find work than by a desire to become more linguistically or
culturally competent. Low involvement may emerge from the dismissal of literary materials as
"impractical" or "time-consuming." As a result, educators must simultaneously change students'

perspectives and show how literature may be applied to everyday interactions.
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¢. Limited Teacher Training

Although they have strong literary backgrounds, many English teachers at engineering institutions have
little expertise with task-based learning approaches or ESP (English for Specific Purposes). On the other
hand, some language teachers who have received training in communication techniques might not be
literary experts. This disparity in proficiency prevents language and literature from being blended
effectively, which leads to uneven classroom experiences. Workshops for teacher development that

integrate linguistic goals with literary creativity are desperately needed.
d. Linguistic and Cultural Diversity

India has linguistically diverse engineering classes. English is frequently used as a second or third
language by students from a variety of socioeconomic and geographic origins. Literature may help
people from different cultural backgrounds, but if the works are grammatically complex or culturally
alien, it can also cause hurdles. For varied learners, teachers must thus choose texts carefully that are

relatable, understandable, and contextually relevant.
e. Resource Limitations

A lot of institutions don't have enough interactive platforms, digital libraries, or audio-visual aids to
enable literature-based instruction. Students could find literary texts uninteresting and stagnant if
multimedia integration is not included. Opportunities for self-learning are further restricted by the

absence of easily accessible e-content or annotated texts.
2. Future Directions for Effective Implementation

Despite these obstacles, there is a lot of room for change in technical education when it comes to
teaching English via literature. Institutions and educators can promote this pedagogical style by

implementing the following tactics:
a. Curriculum Redesign for Integration

National frameworks that promote creativity and interdisciplinarity include the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020). Therefore, English courses in engineering degrees should include modules that
integrate literature, ethics, and communication instead of just mechanical communication exercises. For
instance, short tales, essays, or poems might be used in subject courses on "Technology and Humanity"

or "Ethics in Innovation" to foster moral and linguistic growth.
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b. Outcome-Based Pedagogical Models

Organisations can use Outcome-Based Education (OBE) models, which use literature as a tool to help
students develop quantifiable language skills including ethical reasoning, interpersonal communication,
and critical thinking. Instead of focussing only on memorisation, rubrics and formative assessments

should examine reflective writing, conversational fluency, and interpretative abilities.
c. Faculty Development and Collaboration

Teachers should be trained in interactive literary pedagogy, such as flipped classrooms, blended learning,
and multimodal interpretation, through ongoing professional development programs. Cross-curricular
initiatives like role-plays on engineering ethics or creative writing on environmental technologies can be

facilitated by cooperation between humanities departments and fundamental engineering subjects.
d. Technology-Enhanced Literary Learning

Online discussion boards, podcasts, and digital storytelling may all help to make literature more alive and
approachable. For communicative English practice, students can record readings, carry out
dramatisations, or post blog reflections. Learning may be extended outside of the classroom via platforms

like Moodle, Edmodo, or YouTube, encouraging independence and teamwork.
e. Contextual and Culturally Relevant Text Selection

Teachers should incorporate Indian and global postcolonial texts that speak to students' realities rather
than solely depending on British or American classics. Writings by authors like R.K. Ruskin Bond, Anita
Desai, or Narayan may offer well-known language rhythms and cultural settings, which would improve

understanding and participation.
f. Research and Continuous Evaluation

Future research should assess how literature-based English instruction affects engineering graduates'
employability, creativity, and communication skills. In technical education, action research and

longitudinal studies can direct the development of new curricula and policies.

A significant pedagogical change from functional communication to comprehensive humanistic learning
is represented by the incorporation of literature into engineering students' English language instruction.
Even if there are still issues with institutions and attitudes, there is no denying the approach's

revolutionary potential. In addition to improving language skills, literature fosters empathy, moral
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consciousness, and intercultural understanding—elements crucial for engineers working in today's

globalised society.

The future of English Through Literature (ETL) in engineering education in India may develop into a
dynamic, skill-enriching, and intellectually challenging practice with the help of creative approaches,

teacher empowerment, and deliberate curriculum revisions.
CONCLUSION

In India, teaching English via literature is a potent and revolutionary way to teach engineering.
Literature-based education develops more holistic learners who are able to think critically, reason
ethically, and communicate effectively by attending to students' linguistic, cognitive, and emotional
needs. Despite pedagogical difficulties and institutional limitations, technology-enabled solutions,
teacher preparation, and intentional curricular change can facilitate successful adoption. Incorporating
literature into engineering English classes is not only pertinent but also necessary to produce creative,
sympathetic, and internationally competent engineers, since NEP 2020 promotes interdisciplinary

learning and holistic growth.
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