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The vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047 represents India’s collective
aspiration to emerge as a fully developed, inclusive, and sustainable
nation by the centenary year of its Independence. This national goal is
deeply rooted in the values, principles, and institutional framework of
the Indian Constitution. Far from being merely a legal document, the
Constitution provides a dynamic roadmap for social transformation,
economic justice, political democracy, and human development. This
paper examines the relationship between the Indian Constitution and
the vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047. It argues that constitutional ideals
such as justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, democracy, secularism,
federalism, and social welfare are not only relevant but indispensable
for achieving holistic national development. The paper analyses
constitutional provisions, Directive Principles of State Policy,
Fundamental Rights, and key institutional mechanisms in the context
of contemporary development challenges and opportunities. It
concludes that Viksit Bharat @ 2047 can be realized only through
constitutional governance, inclusive growth, ethical leadership, and

active citizen participation.

Introduction

The year 2047 marks one hundred years of India’s Independence and stands as a defining

milestone in the nation’s historical journey. The vision of Viksit Bharat (@ 2047 reflects India’s collective
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aspiration to transform itself into a developed nation that is economically prosperous, socially inclusive,
politically democratic, technologically advanced, and environmentally sustainable. This vision is not a
sudden policy imagination but is deeply embedded in the constitutional philosophy of India. The Indian
Constitution, adopted in 1950, was framed with a long-term perspective of national transformation, social
justice, and human dignity. It envisioned a society that would overcome colonial legacies, structural
inequalities, and social hierarchies through democratic governance and constitutional morality.
Therefore, the realization of Viksit Bharat (@ 2047 is inseparably linked to the effective functioning and

faithful implementation of constitutional values and principles.

The Indian Constitution is not merely a legal framework for governance but a dynamic instrument
of social change. It recognizes that political freedom alone is insufficient unless accompanied by social
and economic empowerment. The framers of the Constitution consciously integrated the ideals of
democracy, equality, justice, and fraternity to guide India’s developmental journey. In this context, the

Constitution serves as a moral and institutional roadmap for achieving a developed India by 2047.
Understanding of Viksit Bharat @ 2047

The idea of Viksit Bharat (@ 2047 signifies a comprehensive and inclusive model of development rather
than a narrow focus on GDP growth or industrial expansion. A developed India is expected to ensure a
high standard of living for all its citizens, elimination of extreme poverty, universal access to quality
education and healthcare, gender equality, technological leadership, ecological balance, and strong
democratic governance. The vision emphasizes human development, social cohesion, innovation, and

global responsibility.

This vision aligns closely with international development frameworks such as the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, but its roots are deeply embedded in India’s constitutional ethos. Unlike
authoritarian development models that prioritize growth at the cost of rights and freedoms, the Indian
approach to development, as envisaged in the Constitution, is democratic, participatory, and rights-based.
Development is not imposed from above but is achieved through constitutional governance and popular
participation. The vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047 therefore demands not only policy reforms and
economic investments but also constitutional fidelity. Any development trajectory that undermines
equality, justice, secularism, or democratic institutions would contradict the constitutional spirit and

weaken the foundations of sustainable progress.
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The Preamble and the Constitutional Philosophy of Development

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution provides the philosophical foundation for India’s
development vision. It declares India to be a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic and
commits the state to securing justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity for all citizens. These ideals

collectively define the meaning of a developed society in the Indian context.

Justice in its social, economic, and political dimensions aims at eliminating exploitation,
discrimination, and inequality. Social justice seeks to dismantle caste hierarchies and gender
discrimination, while economic justice focuses on fair distribution of resources and opportunities.
Political justice ensures equal participation in governance. Liberty guarantees freedom of thought,
expression, belief, and association, which are essential for creativity, innovation, and democratic debate.
Equality ensures that development benefits reach all citizens without discrimination. Fraternity promotes
social unity, dignity of the individual, and national integration, which are crucial for sustainable
development in a diverse society like India. Thus, the Preamble serves as a constitutional vision

statement for Viksit Bharat (@ 2047.
Fundamental Rights and Human Development

Fundamental Rights form the cornerstone of the Constitution’s commitment to human dignity and
empowerment. They create conditions necessary for individual growth and collective progress. A
developed nation cannot exist without protecting the freedoms and rights of its citizens. The Right to
Equality ensures equal protection of laws and prohibits discrimination on arbitrary grounds. It plays a
vital role in integrating marginalized communities into the mainstream of development. The Right to
Freedom enables citizens to pursue education, profession, business, and expression, thereby contributing
to economic growth and intellectual advancement. These freedoms are essential for a knowledge-driven

and innovation-based economy.

Article 21, which guarantees the Right to Life and Personal Liberty, has been judicially expanded
to include the right to live with dignity. This includes rights to education, health, clean environment,
livelihood, and privacy. Such interpretations reflect the Constitution’s evolving nature and its
responsiveness to developmental needs. A developed India must ensure not only survival but quality of
life, and Article 21 provides the constitutional basis for this goal. The Right against Exploitation and the
Right to Constitutional Remedies further strengthen the framework of justice and accountability. They

ensure that development does not occur at the cost of human rights.
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Directive Principles of State Policy and the Welfare State

The Directive Principles of State Policy reflect the Constitution’s vision of India as a welfare
state. Though not legally enforceable, they are fundamental in the governance of the country and serve as
guiding principles for policy formulation. They emphasize social and economic democracy, which are
essential for national development. Provisions related to right to work, living wages, social security,
public health, education, nutrition, and environmental protection directly contribute to the vision of
Viksit Bharat @ 2047. The Directive Principles recognize that the market alone cannot ensure justice and

that the state has an active role in promoting welfare and reducing inequalities.

Many landmark welfare policies and development programs in India have drawn inspiration from
these principles. Their continued relevance demonstrates that the Constitution was framed with a long-

term developmental perspective that remains valid even in the 21st century.
Federalism, Decentralization, and Inclusive Development

The Indian Constitution establishes a federal structure that accommodates regional diversity while
maintaining national unity. Federalism is essential for balanced regional development, as it allows states
to address local needs and challenges. Decentralization through Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban
Local Bodies strengthens grassroots democracy and promotes participatory development. Local self-
governance empowers communities to plan and implement development programs according to their
priorities. This bottom-up approach enhances accountability and inclusiveness. For Viksit Bharat @
2047, cooperative federalism must be strengthened to reduce regional disparities and ensure uniform

development across the country.
Democratic Institutions and Constitutional Governance

A developed nation requires strong and credible democratic institutions. The Indian Constitution
establishes an independent judiciary, a representative legislature, an accountable executive, and
autonomous constitutional bodies such as the Election Commission and Comptroller and Auditor
General. These institutions ensure transparency, accountability, and rule of law. Democratic governance
promotes political stability, public trust, and policy continuity, which are essential for long-term
development. Judicial protection of rights, free and fair elections, and legislative oversight ensure that

development policies remain constitutional and people-centric.
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Social Justice, Inclusion, and Empowerment

Social justice is central to the constitutional vision of development. The Constitution
acknowledges historical injustices faced by marginalized communities and provides safeguards through
affirmative action, reservations, and protective provisions. These measures aim to create equal
opportunities and ensure representation in education, employment, and governance. Women’s
empowerment is particularly crucial for achieving Viksit Bharat (@ 2047. Constitutional equality and
legal protections enable women to participate fully in social, economic, and political life. Minority rights
and cultural freedoms promote pluralism and social harmony, which are essential for national integration.
A nation cannot be considered developed if significant sections of its population remain excluded from

development benefits.
Fundamental Duties and Constitutional Morality

The Constitution emphasizes that rights must be balanced with duties. Fundamental Duties
encourage citizens to respect the Constitution, promote harmony, protect the environment, and develop
scientific temper. Development is not solely the responsibility of the state; it requires responsible
citizenship and ethical conduct. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s concept of constitutional morality highlights the
importance of adherence to democratic values and institutions. For Viksit Bharat @ 2047, constitutional

morality must guide political leadership, public institutions, and citizens alike.
Conclusion

The Indian Constitution provides a comprehensive and visionary framework for realizing the goal
of Viksit Bharat (@ 2047. Its emphasis on justice, equality, liberty, democracy, and welfare makes it a
powerful instrument for holistic development. The Constitution does not merely permit development; it
mandates inclusive, sustainable, and humane progress. As India approaches the centenary of its
Independence, the Constitution remains the guiding force that can transform aspirations into reality. A
truly developed India will be one that remains faithful to its constitutional values while creatively
responding to contemporary challenges. Viksit Bharat @ 2047 is achievable only through constitutional

governance, social justice, democratic participation, and collective national commitment.
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