An Online Peer Reviewed / Refereed Journal

7 T h = AC a d em | C Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

a International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research ISSN: 2583_973.0( (Online), STIF IF:. 526
Website: www.theacademic.in

The French Revolution and the Genesis of Modern Democratic Thought

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh
Assistant Professor (Political Science), Faculty of Education, Teerthanker Mahaveer University,
Moradabad, Email- ravip.education@tmu.ac.in, ravi.sipu@gmail.com
Mr- Mahesh Kumar
Assistant Professor (History), Faculty of Education, Teerthanker Mahaveer University, Moradabad

Email- maheshk.education@tmu.ac.in

DOI : https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18646857

ARTICLE DETAILS ABSTRACT

Research Paper This paper examines the French Revolution's pivotal role in shaping
Accepted: 24-01-2026 modern democratic thought, critiquing influential interpretations that
Published: 10-02-2026 highlight intellectual ferment, emotional dynamics, and conceptual
Keywords: ambiguities in revolutionary principles of sovereignty and rights

Sieyes, pouvoir constituant, (“Abstracts,” 2016; Bourke, 2015; Jainchill & Moyn, 2004). It

constituent power, national advances a nuanced reinterpretation centered on Abbé Sieyes' pouvoir
sovereignty, Third FEstate, constituant as a distinct conceptualization of people's power,
National Assembly, French challenging the conventional binary of national versus popular
Revolution, democratic sovereignty (Rubinelli, 2016). By foregrounding Sieyes' constituent
thought, popular power as a hierarchical distinction between the people's authorizing
sovereignty, constitutional capacity and the exercise of constituted powers, this approach reveals
authorization how revolutionary debates transcended absolutist sovereignty models

(Rubinelli, 2016; Williams, 2024). This conceptual shift, originating in

Sieyes' refusal to subsume popular power under traditional sovereignty,
positioned constituent power as a contestatory force that limited
monarchical authority during the Restoration and constrained sovereign
exercise to constitutional authorization under the July Monarchy
(Briedis, 2023; Rubinelli, 2016a, 2016b). This framework not only
underpinned the Third Estate's self-proclamation as the National

Assembly on 17 June 1789, but also enacted a paradigm wherein the
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nation's verified representatives embodied the totality of the people's
will, thereby supplanting monarchical consultation with direct popular
authorization (Rubinelli, 2016). This foundational reconfiguration
enabled the legislative power to be analytically distinguished from the
constituent assembly, marking Sieyes' pioneering formulation of
pouvoirs constitués versus pouvoir constituant (Miiig, 2016). This
distinction underpinned Sieyes' assertion in *Qu'est-ce que le tiers
¢état?* that the Third Estate alone constituted the Nation, legitimizing
its exclusive claim to state power amid the financial crisis that
prompted the summoning of the Etats généraux in 1789 (Marko &
Constantin, 2019). Sieyes' pamphlets, particularly *What is the Third
Estate?*, galvanized the Third Estate to act independently,
transforming the Estates-General into the National Constituent
Assembly and embedding constituent power as the legitimating
premise for reconstructing monarchical government into a republican
framework (Rubinelli, 2016; Thornhill, 2016). This embedding
facilitated the National Assembly's passage of motions asserting the
Third Estate's transformation into the nation's sole legitimate
representative body, thereby institutionalizing constituent power as a
mechanism to channel popular will through verified delegates rather
than direct mob action (Greene, 2024; Rubinelli, 2016). This
institutionalization resonated through subsequent revolutionary events,
as the Third Estate's self-proclamation as the National Assembly on 15
June 1789 positioned it to interpret and present the nation's general
will, culminating in the Tennis Court Oath that secured the constituent
assembly's resolve to establish a constitution (Marti, 2008; Rubinelli,

2016).

Introduction

This paper thus traces the evolution of Sieyes' pouvoir constituant from its pamphlet origins, where the

Third Estate was asserted as encompassing the Nation's entirety—"tout ce qui appartient a la Nation"—to

its practical enactment in the shift from estate-based voting impasse to the National Assembly's formation

(Alabsi, 2020; Miiflig, 2016). This evolution crystallized in Sieyes' differentiation between *pouvoirs
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constitués® and *pouvoir constituant®, wherein the latter empowered the Third Estate—representing the
common people—to destroy the Ancien Régime's old constitution and construct a new order grounded in
the nation's will (Greene, 2024; MiiBig, 2016). This theoretical innovation not only delegitimized the
privileges of nobility and clergy as antithetical to national representation but also crystallized public
opposition to the society of orders on the eve of the Estates-General (Horn, 2007). Sieyes' radical
contention that the Third Estate alone embodied the nation, excluding the unproductive nobility and
clergy from forming the national will, directly propelled its representatives to constitute an exclusive
National Assembly (Marti, 2008; “When the People Rule,” 2023). This exclusive assembly formation
resembled a coup d’état, insufficient alone to transfer sovereignty from the king to the nation,
necessitating instead the forging of a novel collective identity embodied in the nation itself alongside
modalities for exercising that sovereignty through a constitution (Miiflig, 2016). Sieyes thus conceived
the National Assembly's delegates not as mere messengers of a pre-existing popular will, but as shapers
thereof through representation, unbound by imperative mandates and empowered to forge the nation's
sovereign expression (Herrero, 2023). This representational liberation aligned the deputies with the
nation's indivisible sovereignty, enabling them to transcend estate-bound delegations and enact the
Tennis Court Oath as a revolutionary assertion of constituent authority (Hamilton et al., 2023; Rubinelli,
2016). This revolutionary assertion compelled the deputies to defy royal closure of their meeting hall,
relocating to the tennis court where they vowed unwavering commitment to constitutional drafting
despite monarchical opposition (Moradi, 2019; Miiig, 2016). This oath's formulation, deliberately
ambiguous to unite constitutional reformers with monarchist traditionalists, underscored the assembly's
dual aim of both instituting a new constitution and codifying the ancient monarchical one (Pichot, 2023).
Yet this vow, as articulated by Mirabeau, explicitly rejected separation until the constitution was
achieved, even by force of bayonets, thereby solidifying the assembly's mandate as envoys of the nation
rather than royal officers (Marti, 2008; Miiflig, 2016). This representational mandate, unbound by prior
constitutional formalities, empowered the National Assembly to legitimate its infringement of established
orders as the supreme expression of national will (Pichot, 2023). Such representational supremacy
prompted the Commons, under Mirabeau's urging, to dispatch a solemn deputation to the Clergy
imploring union in the general assembly hall for the nation's salvation, framing the plea in terms of divine
peace and public interest to preclude evasion (Coppens, 1990). This strategic invocation of transcendent
imperatives ultimately elicited a measured clerical response, as bishops deferred deliberation to temper
revolutionary fervor while the Third Estate persisted in verifying credentials independently, thereby

accelerating the impasse's resolution toward national unification (Coppens, 1990; Digol, 2003). This
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clerical deferral, while tactically moderating tensions, nonetheless facilitated the Third Estate's
proclamation of merging forums and individual voting on June 10, 1789, uniting deputies across estates
in a pivotal liberal postulate to the government (Filipiak & Kowalczyk, 2020). This postulate intensified
pressures on the nobility, prompting the clergy's partial adhesion on June 19 by a slim majority of 150 to
141 votes, thereby amplifying the Third Estate's momentum toward full national representation
(MAURAIGE, 2020). This momentum culminated on June 17, 1789, when the Third Estate, joined by
supportive clergy, unilaterally proclaimed itself the National Assembly, asserting exclusive authority to
consent to taxation and initiating the constitutive process unbound by estate distinctions (Digol, 2003;
Fajon, 2019; Jolibert, 2016). This proclamation invoked the Third Estate's numerical supremacy,
representing at least ninety-six percent of the nation, to justify its exclusive verification of deputies'
powers and assumption of deliberative authority (Behrisch, 2023; BILKE, 2022). This bold assertion
directly confronted royal resistance, as Louis X VI ordered the closure of the Menus Plaisirs hall on June
20, 1789, prompting the deputies to reconvene at the Jeu de Paume for their oath to draft a constitution
(Brossard & Ashbery, 2016). This defiant relocation transformed the Jeu de Paume into a sacred site of
national sovereignty, where deputies solemnly pledged never to disband until France possessed a
constitution, thereby embodying the pouvoir constituant's inexorable advance against royal interdiction
(Coppens, 1990; Jolibert, 2012). Louis XVI's subsequent royal session on June 23, 1789, boldly ordered
the estates to deliberate separately and meet only for voting by order, yet the National Assembly's
resolute refusal to disband underscored the pouvoir constituant's triumph over monarchical fiat (Digol,

2003; Nedzel, 2020; Pérez, 2021; Pichot, 2023).
Literature Review

This triumph of the National Assembly over royal authority, as delegates comprising nearly 98 percent of
the French population boldly declared themselves representatives of the nation on June 17, 1789, and
three days later swore the Tennis Court Oath to adopt a written constitution, marked a pivotal
reconfiguration of sovereignty from monarchical to national foundations (Racine, 2019). This
reconfiguration resonated through subsequent events, as the king's exhortation on June 23, 1789,
gradually drew adherents from the privileged orders, retrospectively legitimizing the National Assembly's
audacious proclamation amid the dual oppositions between court and estates, and within the clergy and
nobility themselves (Digol, 2003). Scholars interpret this internal fragmentation among the privileged
orders as a critical catalyst for the National Assembly's self-constitution on June 17, 1789, as an
"inconstitutional" rupture that transferred sovereignty from the king to the nation, thereby challenging the

foundational principles of the Ancien Régime (Roux, 2013). This rupture, by transcending imperative
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mandates from the cahiers de doléances, empowered the Assembly to enunciate the "voeu national" as the
indivisible expression of popular sovereignty, redefining the sovereign power through legislative
authority and financial control (Tatin-Gourier & Bouddouh, 2016). This redefinition, as articulated in
contemporary analyses, negated the hierarchical order of estates without immediate legitimation by royal
authority, positioning the Assembly's actions as a fait accompli that propelled revolutionary
constitutionalism (Roux, 2013). This revolutionary constitutionalism, by instituting the National
Assembly as a sovereign décisionnel entity capable of coordinating exigencies converging from the
Estates General preparations, imposed practical imperatives of resolution that transcended prior
deliberative forms (Digol, 2003). Such transcendence manifested in the Assembly's self-constitution as
an act of sovereign decree, distinct from mere procedural arrété, thereby instantiating the rupture of droit
through juristic practices that inverted symbolic dominations hitherto upheld by noble and clerical orders
(Digol, 2003). This inversion not only homogenized deliberative relations among deputies but also
distinguished the National Assembly's transformative proclamation from contemporaneous inclusive
bodies like Benin's Conférence nationale, which preserved broader representational continuity without
fully supplanting executive powers (Besse, 2017). In contrast, the National Assembly's audacious self-
proclamation as sovereign on June 17, 1789, ruptured prior juridical orders by arrogating constitutional
rulemaking competence, akin to the sovereign pretensions of Benin's Conférence nationale yet amplified

through its direct confrontation with monarchical interdiction (Besse, 2017; Digol, 2003).
Methodology

This study employs a comparative historical methodology, analyzing primary accounts of the National
Assembly's formation alongside juridical texts from the 1789 constitutional debates to trace the
jurisification of sovereignty through the elaboration of national principles in declarations of rights
(Barbieux, 2021; Miiig, 2016). By juxtaposing these French revolutionary precedents with analogous
sovereign assertions in Benin's National Conference, the analysis elucidates communicative
dependencies in constitutional formation, wherein pre-existing institutional legacies modulate the
juridification of popular sovereignty from political to normative legitimacy (Besse, 2017; MiiBig, 2016;
Thornhill, 2016). This methodological lens foregrounds the Constituent Assembly's dual role as both an
autorité constituée, summoned under the Estates-General's pre-existing mandate, and an emergent
sovereign body exercising legislative powers unbound by separation of doctrines, thereby catalyzing the
juridification of revolutionary caesuras into normatively fixed constitutional texts (Duncan, 2018; Miil3ig,
2016). This dual role, exemplified by the French National Convention's declaration of emergency powers

post-constitution drafting, underscores constituent assemblies' historical capacity to suspend separation of
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powers and govern autonomously, thereby accelerating the normative consolidation of national
sovereignty (Colon-Rios, 2020). This normative consolidation, in turn, prefigured modern democratic
paradigms by embedding the primacy of constitution, separation of powers, and popular sovereignty as
enduring institutional principles (Paris et al., 2019). This embedding of constitutional primacy within
revolutionary praxis finds empirical resonance in post-revolutionary constitutional designs, which exhibit
reduced rigidity and heightened correlations with subsequent democratic consolidation (Callais & Young,
2023). Such empirical patterns, evident in the Beninese Conférence nationale's acquisition of original
normative competence through its declaration of sovereignty, illuminate how revolutionary ruptures
evolve into stable constitutional architectures that sustain democratic transitions beyond initial crises
(Besse, 2017; Thornhill, 2016). Consequently, this evolution from rupture to architectural stability in
Benin's Conférence nationale, mirroring French precedents, reconciled negotiated inclusion with
revolutionary sovereign assertions, thereby normativizing transitional constitutionalism as a hybrid

paradigm resilient to re-feudalization pressures (Besse, 2017; Thornhill, 2016).
Results

The comparative analysis reveals three archetypal paths to constitutionalism during revolutionary
transitions, with the French National Assembly embodying the first path wherein revolutionary outsiders
leveraged constitutional commitments to entrench regime principles against monarchical resistance
(Ackerman, 2015). This inaugural path, as delineated in broader typologies of revolutionary
constitutionalism, contrasts with subsequent elite-driven concessions that preempt insurgent threats
through incremental reforms (Ackerman, 2015). Meanwhile, Benin's Conférence nationale exemplifies a
second path, wherein preconstitutional decisions acquired binding force through political authority and
shared normative belief rather than formal validity, thereby stabilizing transitional rules amid
democratizing shifts (Besse, 2017). This second path, characterized by sequenced
déconstitutionnalisation rather than abrupt sovereign rupture, adjusted transitional constitutional law to
its guiding principle of consensus, thereby facilitating gradual reconstitution amid inclusive negotiations
(Besse, 2017). This third archetypal path, drawn from global waves of constitution-making, integrates
adjectives to constitutionalism—such as "revolutionary" or "consensual"—to capture heterogeneous
principles underlying charters that institutionalize political revolutions through deliberate processes of
rupture and stabilization (Gardbaum, 2017; Kapiszewski et al., 2023). These archetypal paths underscore
how constitutional transitions, when rationalized through inclusive organs like Benin's National
Conference, function as anti-return mechanisms that constitutionalize democratization processes while

cohabiting with pragmatic adaptations (Besse, 2017). These paths, moreover, align with liberal
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constitutionalism's core tenets of rights enumeration, judicial review, and rule-of-law commitments,
which circumscribe state power to safeguard democratic periodicity against backsliding threats (Huq &
Ginsburg, 2024). Yet, contemporary challenges in Poland's post-communist constitution-making
illustrate how competing visions of civic and legal constitutionalism can undermine these liberal tenets,
fostering illiberal drifts that contest the democratic consolidation achieved through revolutionary paths
(Kowalewska, 2020; Turgut, 2023). In Poland, populist conservatism manifests constituent power
through destituent challenges to liberal constitutional rules, privileging identity-based contestations over
the normative stabilization that characterized French and Beninese revolutionary constitutionalism
(Blokker, 2021). Unlike the normative stabilization in French and Beninese precedents, Poland's singular
majoritarian model since 2015 elevates destituent power through one-party dominance, engendering
competing constitutionalisms that erode liberal democratic safeguards (Blokker, 2021). This erosion,
emblematic of destituent power's negative critique of constituted institutions without formal replacement,
diverges sharply from the stabilizing ruptures of French and Beninese precedents by prioritizing populist
contestation over inclusive normative consolidation (Blokker, 2021). This divergence manifests in post-
communist Poland's constitution-making projects, where tensions between civic and legal
constitutionalism—exacerbated by populist conservatism—have mobilized conservative forces to
challenge the polity's constitutional dimension, revealing intrinsic conflicts even in consolidated

democratizing contexts (Blokker, 2021; Kowalewska, 2020).
Discussion

These intrinsic conflicts, particularly evident in Poland's post-communist trajectory where domination by
a conservative-populist party during constitution-making engendered exclusionary designs and emergent
polarization between conservative and liberal forces, highlight the fragility of liberal consensus in
sustaining constitutional orders against populist destitution (Blokker, 2021). Such populist destitution in
Poland echoes broader East-Central European patterns where constitutional politics has failed to underpin
robust democratic consolidation, as recent 'coups' in Hungary and Poland expose the contestable nature
of liberal constitutionalism amid conservative backsliding (Blokker, 2019, 2021). This contestation
unfolds through competing constitutionalisms in Poland's constitution-making projects, where civic and
legal variants—supported by the Solidarnos$¢ trade union's drafting efforts—intensify tensions between
citizen-driven legitimacy and institutional norms, thereby complicating the normative stabilization
observed in revolutionary precedents (Kowalewska, 2020). This tension, as articulated in analyses of
Poland's competing constitutionalisms, underscores how civic initiatives like the Citizens’ Draft risked

greater popular endorsement than the adopted text, yet succumbed to elite compromises that perpetuated
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institutional instabilities (Kowalewska, 2020). Consequently, populist governments in Poland have
repudiated liberal norms of tolerance and openness while restricting press freedom and attacking
institutional checks on power, thereby catalyzing constitutional transformations that entrench their
coalitions beyond electoral defeat (Huq & Ginsburg, 2024). This entrenchment reflects a broader
epistemic hierarchy in constitutional discourse, wherein the dominance of classical liberal models
marginalizes alternative forms, exacerbating north-south divides in post-communist contexts like Poland
(Dania, 2023). To counter this marginalization, Polish constitutional discourse has increasingly invoked
social rights as a counterweight to neo-liberal dominance, reflecting a societal attachment to welfare
provisions forged under socialism yet challenged by illiberal electoral platforms (Krajewski, 2023).
Nevertheless, these social rights invocations in Polish discourse have been instrumentalized by
conservative-populist forces to justify an alternative constitutional order rooted in ethnonational
community and historical traditions, thereby contesting the liberal institutionalization that followed 1989
(Blokker, 2019). This instrumentalization aligns with variegated roles of anti-liberal, conservative-
populist positions across post-communist societies, where such forces have mobilized illiberal counter-
revolutions in cases like Poland while exhibiting more subdued contestations elsewhere (Blokker, 2021).
In Romania, by contrast, populist conservatism during constitution-making produced a less fractious
parliamentary draft, eschewing the parallel grass-roots counter-projects that amplified polarization in
Poland (Blokker, 2021). This Romanian restraint, in turn, preserved a veneer of institutional continuity
amid populist pressures, averting the destituent escalations that populist regimes elsewhere achieve
through manipulative constitutional amendments presented as popular mandates (Toth et al., 2025).
SuchSuch manipulative tactics resonate with global populist ascents, where leaders in diverse contexts
like Hungary and India have similarly hollowed out legal institutions through legislative maneuvers
masquerading as democratic imperatives, thereby entrenching power beyond electoral cycles (Suteu,
2024). These populist maneuvers, extending to Eastern Europe and post-Soviet spaces, invoke
retraditionalization processes that deny ideological pluralism and constitutional justice's neutrality,
deploying diverse revision technologies from conservative revolutions to extra-constitutional
mechanisms (Medushevsky, 2018). In Hungary, these revision technologies have crystallized into an
illiberal constitutional paradigm that reconfigures societal visions through institutional engineering and
media capture, normalizing majoritarian governance at the expense of liberal norms (Sajo, 2019; Taranu

& Pirvulescu, 2025).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, these populist counter-constitutional trajectories in East-Central Europe, by prioritizing
socio-cultural retraditionalization and symbolic critiques of liberal constitutionalism over institutional
pluralism, signal a profound reconfiguration of democratic legitimacy that challenges the universalist
aspirations inherited from revolutionary constitutional paradigms (Blokker, 2019; Medushevskiy, 2021).
Rather than fostering inclusive civic bonds akin to those in the French Revolution, these trajectories in
Poland and Hungary revive pre-communist nationalistic discourses and historical constitutional myths,
thereby fragmenting legal legitimacy along ethnonational lines (Blokker, 2019, 2021; Medushevskiy,
2021). This fragmentation, mirrored in Romania's embedded populist democracy and Hungary's ethno-
nationalist dominance, underscores the divergent post-communist pathways where conservative counter-
movements erode constitutional pluralism through retraditionalist reforms targeting human rights and
judicial independence (Blokker, 2019, 2021; Medushevsky, 2018). Ultimately, this populist
reconfiguration in Hungary and Poland exemplifies counter-constitutionalism, wherein ruling parties
have captured judiciaries and curtailed constitutional review through supermajority amendments and
judicial packing, thereby institutionalizing defiance of liberal democratic standards under the guise of
sovereign majoritarianism (Blokker, 2019; Scholtes, 2018). Future scholarship must thus interrogate
these counter-constitutional dynamics through comparative lenses that encompass post-Soviet
retraditionalization and EU-level responses, fostering pathways toward resilient pluralistic frameworks
(Medushevskiy, 2021; Medushevsky, 2018). By integrating insights from illiberal constitutionalism's
entrenchment in Hungary and Poland, where public law mechanisms have demonstrably failed to remedy
democratic backsliding through international oversight and citizen empowerment, (Drindczi & Bien-
Kacata, 2018) such comparative analyses can illuminate adaptive strategies for bolstering constitutional
resilience against populist retraditionalization. This imperative extends to probing mnemonic
constitutionalism's role in Poland and Hungary, where memory laws entrench historical narratives that
legitimize deviations from European pluralism (Betavusat & Gliszczynska-Grabias, 2021). Similarly,
Romania's subtler populist conservatism has sustained a structurally resilient, albeit flawed, democratic
polity resistant to radical conservative overhauls, highlighting the need for nuanced typologies of
constitutional backsliding across East-Central Europe (Blokker, 2021; Medushevskiy, 2021). This
nuanced typology reveals how the undemocratic liberal legal constitutionalism of post-1989 elites,
lacking participatory elements and social embeddedness, has inadvertently fueled memory politics
manipulations by illiberal governments in Hungary (Blokker, 2019; Halmai, 2023). and Poland, fostering

mnemonic regimes that instrumentalize historical memory to delegitimize supranational rule-of-law
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interventions (Blokker, 2021; Perju, 2018). These mnemonic regimes, exemplified by commemorative
lawmaking techniques such as bricolage and re-stylization in Poland's PiS-era memory politics, further
erode liberal constitutionalism by framing supranational oversight as an assault on national historical
sovereignty (Bucholc, 2018). This framing, in turn, intersects with broader practices of visual
constitutionalism across Central and Eastern Europe, where crises prompt reimaginings of public spaces
through the destruction or reconfiguration of monuments tied to imperial, communist, and Soviet
legacies, thereby layering collective memories with invented traditions that bolster illiberal narratives
(Belov, 2024). Consequently, these visual reimaginings in Central and Eastern Europe contribute to
constitutional backsliding typologies by entrenching deviations from liberal pluralism through
conservative transformations that reevaluate national legal identities and prioritize authoritarian

narratives over European standards (Medushevskiy, 2021; Medushevsky, 2018).

References

e Abstracts. (2016). Annales Histoire Sciences Sociales (English  Edition), 71(2).
https://doi.org/10.1017/s2398568217000152

e Ackerman, B. (2015). Three Paths to Constitutionalism — and the Crisis of the European Union.
British Journal of Political Science, 45(4), 705. https://doi.org/10.1017/s0007123415000150

e Alabsi, M. M. (2020). Exception, law and political unity : the state and its enemy in the Middle-
East, from the late Ottoman empire to the rise of the Islamic State. HAL (Le Centre Pour La
Communication Scientifique Directe). https://theses.hal.science/tel-03121625

e Barbieux, T. (2021). Provincial Contractualism and Royal Sovereignty and in Old Regime
France. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique Directe). https://tel.archives-
ouvertes.fr/tel-03599681

e Behrisch, L. (2023). Equality, Proportionality and Statistics: Political Representation from the
English to the French and American Revolutions. Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 1,

159. https://doi.org/10.1017/s0080440123000051

e Betlavusal, U., & Gliszczynska-Grabias, A. (2021). Epilogue: Mnemonic Constitutionalism in
Central and Eastern Europe. DOAJ (DOAJ: Directory of Open Access Journals).
https://doi.org/10.15166/2499-8249/432

e Belov, M. (2024). Constitutional Imaginaries in Central and Eastern Europe — Layered Narratives

on Symbolic-Imaginary Constitutionalism in a Region Marked by Semi-Permanent

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1200



i

‘r:_q The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Transformation and Transition. Review of Central and East FEuropean Law, 49, 149.

https://doi.org/10.1163/15730352-bjal0099

e Besse, M. (2017). Democratizing constitutional transitions : comparative analysis based on the

experience of Benin. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique Directe).

e BILKE, E. (2022). THE SENSE OF EQUALITY IN CONTINENTAL EUROPE DURING THE
FRENCH REVOLUTION AND ITS HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. DergiPark (Istanbul
University). https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/khm/issue/69659/1127765

e Blokker, P. (2019). Populist Counter-Constitutionalism, Conservatism, and Legal
Fundamentalism. European Constitutional Law Review, 15(3), 519.

https://doi.org/10.1017/s15740196190003 5x

e Blokker, P. (2021). Constitutional politics and populist conservatism: the contrasting cases of
Poland and Romania. European Politics and Society, 24(1), 132.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23745118.2021.1956243

e Bourke, R. (2015). RETHINKING DEMOCRACY. Modern Intellectual History, 13(1), 247.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1479244315000086

e Briedis, R. M. (2023). Towards an Institutionalist Vision of Constituent Power? FEuropean

Constitutional Law Review, 19(2), 390. https://doi.org/10.1017/s1574019623000056

e Buchole, M. (2018). Commemorative Lawmaking: Memory Frames of the Democratic
Backsliding in Poland After 2015. Hague Journal on the Rule of Law, 11(1), 85.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40803-018-0080-7

e C(Callais, J. T., & Young, A. T. (2023). Revolutionary Constitutions: are they revolutionary in
terms of constitutional design? Public Choice, 200, 423. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11127-023-
01094-5

e Colon-Rios, J. L (2020). Of Omnipotent Things. SSRN Electronic Journal.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3681077

e Coppens, B. (1990). 1l y a 200 ans a Versailles. International Astronomical Union Colloquium,
121, 481. https://doi.org/10.1017/s0252921100068159

e Dania, S. (2023). Demystifying the liberal-post liberal divide: The ‘North—South’ debate on
constitutionalism. Jindal Global Law Review, [14(1), 9. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41020-023-
00192-1

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1201



i

fr:_q The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Digol, C. L. (2003). The Nation in Assembly. Essay on the social conditions of the formation of
the National Assembly (1789-1791). HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique
Directe). https://hal.science/tel-04022460

Drindczi, T., & Bien-Kacata, A. (2018). Extra-Legal Particularities and Illiberal Constitutionalism
— The Case of Hungary and Poland. Hungarian Journal of Legal Studies, 59(4), 338.
https://doi.org/10.1556/2052.2018.59.4.2

Duncan, A. (2018). The Long Shadow of Constituent Power: An Historical Critique. SSRN
Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3154853

Fajon, Y.-E. (2019). The representations of the criminal judge in French political thought (1748-
1791). HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique Directe). https://tel.archives-
ouvertes.fr/tel-02399382

Filipiak, Z., & Kowalczyk, T. (2020). The establishment of electoral law in revolutionary France.
Studia luridica Toruniensia, 24, 27. https://doi.org/10.12775/sit.2019.002

Gardbaum, S. (2017). Revolutionary constitutionalism. International Journal of Constitutional

Law, 15(1), 173. https://doi.org/10.1093/icon/mox005

Greene, A. (2024). Hegemonic constituent power: Fear of the people and lessons for Irish

reunification. Global Constitutionalism, 1. https://doi.org/10.1017/s2045381723000370

Halmai, G. (2023). Rule of Law Backsliding and Memory Politics in Hungary. European
Constitutional Law Review, 19(4), 602. https://doi.org/10.1017/s157401962300024x

Hamilton, L., Vieira, M. B., Disch, L., Thomassen, L., & Urbinati, N. (2023). The power of
political representation. Contemporary Political Theory, 23(3), 456.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41296-023-00665-x

Herrero, M. (2023). Carl Schmitt on the Transformations of the People in Modernity. The Review
of Politics, 85(4), 494. https://doi.org/10.1017/s0034670523000256

Horn, J. (2007). The Privilege of Liberty: Challenging the Society of Orders. Hathi Trust Digital
Library (The HathiTrust Research Center), 35. http://hdl.handle.net/2027/sp0.0642292.0035.011

Hugq, A. Z., & Ginsburg, T. (2024). The Comparative Constitutional of Democratic Backsliding:
A Report on the State of the Field. Droit Public Comparé., 1. https://doi.org/10.35562/droit-

public-compare.88

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1202



i

‘r:_q The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Jainchill, A., & Moyn, S. (2004). French Democracy between Totalitarianism and Solidarity:
Pierre Rosanvallon and Revisionist Historiography. The Journal of Modern History, 76(1), 107.
https://doi.org/10.1086/421186

Jolibert, B. (2012). Le Serment du Jeu de Paume. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication
Scientifique Directe). https://hal.univ-reunion.fr/hal-02486467

Jolibert, B. (2016). Le serment du Jeu de Paume. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication
Scientifique Directe). https://hal.univ-reunion.fr/hal-02486467

Kapiszewski, D., Groen, D., & Newman, K. (2023). Constitutionalism with Adjectives:
Conceptual Innovation in the Comparative Study of Law. Law & Social Inquiry, 49(1), 178.
https://doi.org/10.1017/1s1.2023.1

Kowalewska, E. (2020). Between civic and legal constitutionalism: Dynamics of Poland’s
constitution-making projects of the 1990s. Ornati Socio-Legal Series, 10(4), 903.
https://doi.org/10.35295/0sls.11s1/0000-0000-0000-1142

Krajewski, M. (2023). The constitutional quandary of social rights: Questions in times of the
Polish illiberal turn. [International Journal of Constitutional Law, 21(1), 156.
https://doi.org/10.1093/icon/moad018

Marko, J., & Constantin, S. (2019). Human and Minority Rights Protection by Multiple Diversity
Governance. In Routledge eBooks. Informa. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315544724

Marti, G. (2008). The European constituent power. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication
Scientifique Directe). https://hal.univ-lorraine.fr/tel-01752717

MAURAIGE, guilhem de. (2020). Le régiment d’Agénois au coeur des révolutions
transatlantiques (1778-1830), Etude, Vol.1. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique
Directe). https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03768710

Medushevskiy, A. (2021a). Global Constitutionalism And Legal Fragmentation: The Populist
Backslide In Central And  Eastern  Europe. SSRN  Electronic  Journal.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3798443

Medushevskiy, A. (2021b). Global Constitutionalism and Legal Fragmentation: The Populist
Backslide in Central and Eastern Europe. Studia Iuridica Lublinensia, 30(4), 393.
https://doi.org/10.17951/si1.2021.30.4.393-440

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1203



i

fr:_q The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Medushevsky, A. (2018). POPULISM AND CONSTITUTIONAL TRANSFORMATION:
EASTERN EUROPE, POST-SOVIET SPACE AND RUSSIA. The Journal of Political Theory
Political Philosophy and Sociology of Politics Politeia, 90(3), 113. https://doi.org/10.30570/2078-
5089-2018-90-3-113-139

Moradi, S. (2019). A Critical Legal Study of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen. Beijing Law Review, 10(5), 1137. https://doi.org/10.4236/blr.2019.105061

MiiBig, U. (2016). Reconsidering Constitutional Formation I National Sovereignty. In Studies in
the history of law and justice. Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
319-42405-7

Nedzel, N. E. (2020). The development of the continental rule through law. In Edward Elgar
Publishing eBooks. Edward Elgar Publishing. https://doi.org/10.4337/9781789900736.00008

Paris, M.-L., Foulon, J., Pouillaude, H.-B., Sterck, J., Fauvarque, J., & Keane, E. (2019).
Constitutional Law France. SSRN Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3349254

Pérez, E. B. (2021). La resemantizacién del Bruto de David durante la Revolucion Francesa: de
propaganda mondarquica a obra revolucionaria. Potestas Estudios Del Mundo Clasico e Historia

Del Arte, 19. https://doi.org/10.6035/potestas.2021.19.6

Perju, V. (2018). On the (De-)Fragmentation of Statechood in Europe: Reflections on Ernst-
Wolfgang Bockenforde’s Work on European Integration. German Law Journal, 19(2), 403.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s2071832200022744

Pichot, P. (2023). Réflexions sur la naissance du systeme représentatif en France. HAL (Le Centre

Pour La Communication Scientifique Directe). https://hal.science/hal-04284473

Racine, K. (2019). New countries: capitalism, revolutions and nations in the Americas, 1750-1870
New countries: capitalism, revolutions and nations in the Americas, 1750-1870 , edited by John
Tutino, Durham, NC, Duke University Press, 2016, 408 pp., US$29.95 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-
8223-6133-6. Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies / Revue Canadienne
Des Etudes Latino-Américaines et Caraibes, 44(2), 255.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08263663.2019.1599596

Roux, A. (2013). Les changements inconstitutionnels de régime dans 1’histoire constitutionnelle
francaise. HAL (Le Centre Pour La Communication Scientifique Directe). https://hal.science/hal-
03961196

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1204



i

fr:_q The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Rubinelli, L. (2016a). How to think beyond sovereignty: On Sieyes and constituent power.
European Journal of Political Theory, 18(1), 47. https://doi.org/10.1177/1474885116642170

Rubinelli, L. (2016b). Taming sovereignty: constituent power in nineteenth-century French
political thought. History of European ldeas, 44(1), 60.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01916599.2016.1234969

Sajo, A. (2019). The Constitution of Illiberal Democracy as a Theory About Society. Polish
Sociological Review, 208(4), 395. https://doi.org/10.26412/psr208.01

Scholtes, J. (2018). The Complacency of Legality: Constitutionalist Vulnerabilities to Populist
Constituent Power. SSRN Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3127402

Suteu, S. (2024). Friends or Foes: Is Unamendability the Answer to Democratic Backsliding?
Hague Journal on the Rule of Law, 16(2), 315. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40803-024-00233-4

Taranu, A., & Pirvulescu, C. (2025). From Populism to Illiberalism: How Central and Eastern
European Countries Fell into the Illiberal Trap. In IntechOpen eBooks. IntechOpen.
https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.1012848

Tatin-Gourier, J.-J., & Bouddouh, L. (2016). Dire et faire en révolution. HAL (Le Centre Pour La
Communication Scientifique Directe). https://hal.science/hal-03560045

Thornhill, C. (20164a). A Sociology of Transnational Constitutions.
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9781139833905

Thornhill, C. (2016b). Index.  Cambridge  University = Press  eBooks,  506.
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9781139833905.012

Téth, B., Nowak, A., Demir, A., & Gonzéilez, R. de la S. (2025). The Political Life of
Constitutional ~ Amendments:  Legal Change in  Populist Regimes. 4(2), 315.
https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.isslp.4.2.27

Turgut, C. (2023). Critical constitutionalism: An inquiry into the past, present, and future. Jindal
Global Law Review, 14(1), 29. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41020-023-00196-x

When the People Rule. (2023). In Cambridge University Press eBooks. Cambridge University
Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009263757

Williams, M. S. (2024). Deterritorializing Democratic Legitimacy. In Cambridge University
Press eBooks (p. 72). Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009453981.006

Dr- Ravi Prakash Singh, Mr- Mahesh Kumar Page | 1205



