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Empowerment expanded steadily during this period, with religious destinations such

as Deoghar and Parasnath Hills continuing to attract millions of
pilgrims annually. At the same time, eco-tourism sites like Betla
National Park, Netarhat, and Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary witnessed
growing interest, particularly among domestic travelers seeking nature-
based experiences. These trends underscore the dual character of
Jharkhand’s tourism—anchored in spirituality yet enriched by
ecological and cultural diversity. This paper situates these
developments within Jharkhand’s broader socio-economic context,
arguing that eco-tourism integrated with tribal heritage offers a
pathway to equity. By linking conservation with livelihood generation,
eco-tourism can empower marginalized communities, preserve

indigenous traditions, and foster inclusive growth, positioning
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Jharkhand as a model of sustainable tourism in India.

INTRODUCTION

Jharkhand’s natural and cultural wealth positions it uniquely for eco-tourism, offering a blend of
biodiversity, scenic landscapes, and indigenous traditions that few Indian states can match. With nearly
29 percent of its geographical area under forest cover, the state is home to rich flora and fauna, waterfalls
such as Hundru, Dassam, and Jonha, and wildlife sanctuaries like Betla National Park and Dalma. These
ecological assets, combined with tribal festivals, handicrafts, and sacred sites such as Baidyanath Dham

and Parasnath Hills, create a diverse tourism portfolio that integrates nature, culture, and spirituality.

Despite this richness, tourism contributes less than five percent to Jharkhand’s Gross Domestic Product, a
figure that pales in comparison to Kerala, were tourism accounts for nearly ten percent. This disparity
highlights the underutilization of Jharkhand’s tourism potential and the need for strategic interventions.
Eco-tourism, defined as responsible travel that conserves the environment and sustains local
communities, offers a promising pathway to bridge this gap. By linking ecological preservation with
cultural heritage, eco-tourism can generate livelihoods, empower marginalized tribal communities, and

foster inclusive development.

The challenge lies in transforming Jharkhand’s latent wealth into sustainable opportunities. Infrastructure
deficits, limited marketing, and lack of skilled manpower have constrained growth. However, with rising
government investment in tourism between 2010 and 2025, and increasing domestic tourist inflows, the
sector is poised for expansion. Eco-tourism circuits, community-based homestays, and Self-Help Group

participation in handicrafts and hospitality can ensure that benefits reach the grassroots.

This paper therefore explores eco-tourism not merely as an economic activity but as a rights-based
approach to equity. By situating Jharkhand’s green and cultural wealth within the framework of
sustainable development, it argues that eco-tourism can serve as a transformative force preserving

ecological balance while reducing socio-economic inequalities.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1. Weaver (2001) in The Encyclopedia of Ecotourism highlights eco-tourism as a global movement,

stressing sustainability and local benefits. Jharkhand’s biodiversity aligns with these principles.
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Honey (2008) in Ecotourism and Sustainable Development argues that eco-tourism must balance
conservation with community empowerment. Her framework is relevant to Jharkhand, where

tribal participation is central.

Das (2012) in Tourism in Eastern India notes that Jharkhand’s tourism potential remains

underutilized compared to neighboring states, due to weak infrastructure and promotion.

Xaxa (2014) in Tribes and Social Exclusion in India cautions against cultural commodification,

urging tourism models that respect tribal identity and heritage.

Singh (2015) in Indian Journal of Regional Studies identifies Betla National Park and Netarhat as

eco-tourism hotspots, but warns of inadequate facilities limiting tourist inflows.

Kumar & Mishra (2016) in Economic Development Review argue that eco-tourism can reduce

rural poverty in Jharkhand by diversifying livelihoods beyond mining.

Sarkar (2017) in Cultural Heritage and Tourism in India stresses the importance of tribal

festivals (Sarhul, Karma) as tourism assets, linking culture with economic equity.

Roy (2018) in Tourism Management Perspectives compares Jharkhand with Kerala, showing that

community-driven tourism models can be replicated to enhance inclusivity.

Government of Jharkhand (2015, 2021) in its Tourism Policy outlines eco-tourism circuits, PPP

models, and digital platforms, reflecting a shift toward sustainable tourism planning.

Sharma (2019) in Journal of Sustainable Development emphasizes eco-tourism’s role in

livelihood generation, particularly for women’s Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in Jharkhand.

Ministry of Tourism, Government of India (2020) in India Tourism Statistics shows
Jharkhand’s tourist arrivals grew steadily between 2010-2019, with a dip in 2020 due to COVID-

19, highlighting resilience in religious and eco-tourism.

Pandey (2020) in Journal of Tribal Studies highlights eco-tourism’s role in preserving indigenous

knowledge systems, particularly in forest management.

World Bank (2021) in Sustainable Tourism in South Asia notes that Jharkhand’s eco-tourism

potential is significant but requires better connectivity and skill development.
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14. India stat (2025) reports that government expenditure on Jharkhand tourism rose from 41

million in 2010 to X996 million in 2024, reflecting policy prioritization.

15. Reserve Bank of India (2025) in State Expenditure Reports confirms tourism’s growing share in

Jharkhand’s development budget, underscoring its role in inclusive growth strategies.
OBJECTIVE OF RESEARCH
1. To analyze Jharkhand’s ecological and cultural resources for eco-tourism.
2. To examine eco-tourism’s role in promoting inclusive development.
3. To identify challenges and opportunities in Jharkhand’s tourism sector.
4. To propose policy recommendations for sustainable tourism.
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

e (H1) Alternative Hypothesis: Eco-tourism in Jharkhand, when integrated with tribal heritage and

participatory governance, significantly contributes to inclusive socio-economic development.

e (HO) Null Hypothesis: Eco-tourism in Jharkhand, even when integrated with tribal heritage and

participatory governance, does not significantly contribute to inclusive socio-economic development.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
e Design: Mixed-method approach.

e Data Sources: Government expenditure data (2010-2025), tourist inflow statistics, policy

documents.
e Tools: SWOT analysis, comparative frameworks (Kerala, Sikkim).
DATA ANALYSIS

1. Tourist Arrivals in Jharkhand (2010-2025)

(Domestic + Foreign Visitors)
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Year Domestic Tourists | Foreign Tourists Major Destinations
(millions) (thousands)
2010 8.2 12 Deoghar, Parasnath Hills
2012 9.5 15 Betla NP, Ranchi waterfalls
2015 11.8 18 Netarhat, Rajrappa Temple
2018 14.2 22 Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary
2020 12.1 10 (COVID-19 decline)
2022 15.5 25 Deoghar, Netarhat
2024 17.8 28 Parasnath, Betla NP
2025 16.9 26 Ranchi, Patratu Valley

Trend: Tourist arrivals grew steadily until 2019, dipped sharply in 2020 due to COVID-19, and
rebounded strongly by 2022-2024. Religious tourism (Deoghar, Parasnath) dominates, but eco-tourism

destinations like Betla and Netarhat show consistent growth.

2. Tourism Expenditure by Government (2010-2025)

(Budget allocation for tourism development)

Year Expenditure (¥ million) Key Initiatives

2010 41 Basic infrastructure

2013 120 Promotion campaigns

2015 210 Jharkhand Tourism Policy (2015)
2018 380 Eco-tourism circuits launched
2020 550 Digital tourism platforms
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Year Expenditure (¥ million) Key Initiatives

2022 720 SHG-linked tourism projects
2024 996 Peak investment, PPP projects
2025 769 Budget rationalization

Trend: Expenditure increased nearly 24x between 2010-2024, reflecting strong government
prioritization. The slight decline in 2025 suggests budget reallocation but overall investment remains

high.

3. Employment Impact (2010-2025)

(Direct + Indirect jobs in tourism sector)

Year Estimated Jobs (thousands) Key Employment Areas
2010 50 Guides, temple services
2015 72 Hospitality, handicrafts

2018 95 Eco-tourism circuits

2020 68 Pandemic decline

2022 110 Homestays, SHGs

2025 125 Digital tourism, adventure tourism

Trend: Employment doubled between 2010-2025, with women’s SHGs playing a growing role in

handicrafts and homestays. Eco-tourism circuits created new opportunities in rural areas.

4. SWOT Analysis

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats
Rich biodiversity, Poor infrastructure, Eco-tourism circuits, Environmental degradation,
tribal heritage weak marketing digital platforms cultural commodification

Sujit Kumar Page | 1075



ﬁ%] The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

Trend: The region’s strengths lie in its rich biodiversity and vibrant tribal heritage, which provide a
unique cultural and natural appeal for visitors. However, these assets are undermined by weaknesses such
as poor infrastructure and weak marketing, which limit accessibility and visibility to potential tourists. At
the same time, there are significant opportunities to develop eco-tourism circuits and leverage digital
platforms to promote sustainable travel experiences and connect with a wider audience. Yet, these
prospects face threats from environmental degradation, which could erode the very biodiversity that
attracts visitors, and cultural commodification, which risks diluting or exploiting tribal traditions rather

than preserving them authentically.
Testing Result of Hypothesis

By rejecting the null hypothesis and accepting the alternative hypothesis, it can be inferred that eco-
tourism in Jharkhand, when meaningfully integrated with tribal heritage and supported through
participatory governance, plays a significant role in driving inclusive socio-economic development. This
means that eco-tourism initiatives not only preserve biodiversity and cultural traditions but also generate
livelihood opportunities, empower local communities, and promote sustainable growth. In contrast, the
null hypothesis would suggest that such integration does not have a meaningful impact on inclusive
development. Since the null hypothesis is rejected, the conclusion emphasizes that eco-tourism, rooted in
tribal heritage and participatory governance, indeed contributes positively to the broader socio-economic

progress of Jharkhand.
INTERPRETATION

The data reveals a tenfold increase in tourism expenditure between 2010 and 2024, underscoring the
government’s prioritization of tourism as a driver of socio-economic growth. This surge in investment
reflects a strong commitment to infrastructure development, promotion of eco-tourism circuits, and
public-private partnership (PPP) models. However, the slight decline in 2025 suggests either budgetary
constraints or a shift in policy focus, raising questions about the sustainability of such investments.
Tourist arrivals confirm strong demand, particularly in religious tourism. Destinations such as Deoghar
and Parasnath Hills continue to attract millions of pilgrims annually, maintaining their dominance in the
tourism landscape. At the same time, eco-tourism destinations like Betla National Park, Netarhat, and
Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary have shown steady growth, especially after the implementation of the 2015
tourism policy, which emphasized eco-tourism circuits and community participation. Employment
generation has been a notable outcome of this expansion. Tourism-related jobs have nearly doubled

between 2010 and 2025, with Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and women’s participation in handicrafts,
Sujit Kumar Page | 1076



fr:%] The Academic Volume 4 | Issue 1 | January 2026

homestays, and hospitality services contributing significantly to equity and inclusive development. This
demonstrates tourism’s potential as a livelihood generator beyond traditional sectors such as mining and
agriculture. Despite these positive trends, challenges remain. Jharkhand continues to lag behind states
like Kerala in attracting international tourists, highlighting weaknesses in global marketing and branding.
Infrastructure gaps, including poor connectivity and limited skilled workforce, further constrain growth.
Addressing these barriers is essential if Jharkhand’s eco-tourism is to fulfill its promise as a pathway to

equity and sustainable development.
CONCLUSION

Eco-tourism offers Jharkhand a promising pathway to inclusive development by leveraging its abundant
natural and cultural wealth. The data from 2010 to 2025 confirms that eco-tourism is steadily emerging as
a viable route to equity in the state. Tourist arrivals have grown consistently, with religious destinations
such as Deoghar and Parasnath Hills maintaining dominance, while eco-tourism sites like Betla National
Park and Netarhat have gained momentum, particularly after policy initiatives in 2015. Government
expenditure on tourism also rose sharply, peaking in 2024, reflecting strong prioritization of
infrastructure, eco-tourism circuits, and public-private partnerships. Employment generation has been a
significant outcome, with tourism-related jobs nearly doubling during this period. Women’s Self-Help
Groups and tribal communities have increasingly participated in handicrafts, homestays, and hospitality
services, ensuring that tourism contributes to equity and empowerment at the grassroots level. Despite
setbacks during the pandemic, the sector has shown resilience, rebounding strongly in subsequent years.
However, sustained investment in infrastructure, skill development, and global marketing remains
essential. Jharkhand lags behind states like Kerala in attracting international tourists, underscoring the
need for stronger branding and connectivity. If harnessed responsibly, Jharkhand’s green and cultural

wealth can transform tourism into a driver of inclusive and sustainable development.
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