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ARTICLE DETAILS ABSTRACT

Research Paper Chhattisgarh is known for its rich tribal culture and diversity. Among
Accepted: 18-02-2026 the many tribes living in the state, the Baga tribe is a small but
Published: 10-03-2026 culturally significant community. This research paper focuses on the
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Baga tribe, Chhattisgarh, by the Baga tribe in Chhattisgarh. The study highlights their traditional

tribal culture, forest lifestyle, dependence on forests, and gradual socio-economic changes
livelihood, socio-economic due to modernization and government development programs.
conditions Understanding the lifestyle and problems of the Baga tribe is important

for promoting inclusive tribal development.

Introduction:

Chhattisgarh is one of the major tribal states of India where a large population belongs to
Scheduled Tribes. Tribes such as Gond, Baiga, Kamar, Halba, and others contribute to the cultural
richness of the region. The Baga tribe is one of the lesser-known tribal groups found in some parts of

Chhattisgarh.

The Baga community traditionally lives in rural and forest areas. Their lifestyle is closely connected with
nature, forests, and agriculture. Like many tribal communities, they have their own customs, traditions,
language, and social structure. Despite modernization and development, many members of the Baga tribe

still follow traditional practices.

The study of the Baga tribe is important to understand their culture, economic life, and the challenges

they face in modern society.

Objectives of the Study:
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1. To study the social and cultural life of the Baga tribe in Chhattisgarh.

2. To understand the economic activities and livelihood patterns of the Baga community.

3. To examine the traditions, customs, and beliefs of the Baga tribe.

4. To identify the challenges faced by the Baga tribe in modern society.

Hypotheses of the Study:

The study is based on the following hypotheses:

1. The socio-economic condition of the Baga Janjati is comparatively weaker than other

communities.
2. The literacy rate among the Baga tribe is lower than the state average.

3. Government development schemes have improved the living conditions of the Baga community to

some extent.
4. Traditional customs and cultural practices still strongly influence their lifestyle.
Methodology of the Study:

The study is descriptive and analytical in nature. It aims to describe the present condition of the Baga

Janjati.

a)The study follows a descriptive research design
b) Sources of Data

Primary Data:

Field survey

Personal interviews with tribal members
Questionnaires

Observation method

Secondary Data:
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Government reports

Census data

Research articles

Online sources

¢) Sampling Method

A random sampling method is used to select respondents from the Baga community
Discussion:

Social Structure and Lifestyle

The Baga Janjati generally lives in small villages surrounded by forests. Their houses are usually
made of mud, bamboo, and thatched roofs. The family system is mostly patriarchal, and joint families are

common in rural areas.

Marriage is considered a sacred institution in their society. Traditional customs and rituals play an
important role in marriage ceremonies. The community follows its own social rules and traditions, which

are respected by all members.
Economic Condition and Occupation

The main occupation of the Baga tribe is agriculture and forest-based activities. Many families
depend on small-scale farming, collection of forest products, and daily wage labor. Due to limited

resources and lack of modern agricultural techniques, their income level remains low.

Poverty, unemployment, and seasonal migration are common issues faced by the community. However,
government schemes such as G RAM G and tribal welfare programs have provided some support to

improve their economic condition.

Table-1 Source of Income

S.N. | Source of Income Income(Rs.) | % of Total Income
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1 | Agriculture 2304.20 2991
2 | Wage 2979.15 38.54
3 | Forest collection 576.65 7.46
4 | Bamboo &Rope work 1336 17.29
5 | Other 533 6.90
Total 7729.00 100.00

Cultural and Religious Practices

The Baga Janjati has a rich cultural heritage. They celebrate traditional festivals with music,

dance, and rituals. Folk songs and traditional dances are an important part of their social life.

They mainly worship nature and local deities. Forests, rivers, and hills are considered sacred. Traditional

healers and elders play a significant role in religious and social matters.
Despite modernization, the community still strongly follows its traditional beliefs and customs.
Educational Status

Education among the Baga Janjati is gradually improving, but the literacy rate is still lower
compared to the state average. Lack of schools in remote areas, poverty, and early involvement in

household work are major reasons for low educational attainment.

Government initiatives such as free education, scholarships, and mid-day meal schemes have encouraged

school enrollment. However, dropout rates remain a concern.

Table 2 Education in Baga population

S.N. Level of education No. %
1 Anganbadi 24 1.07
2 | Primary 435 20.18
3 | Middle 65 2.90
4 | High school 03 0.12
5 | Higher secondary 02 0.11

Source: Aadim jati anusandhan &Traning centre (c.g.2023-24)
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Problems and Challenges

The Baga Janjati faces several challenges:
e Poverty and low income
e Lack of proper healthcare facilities
e Low literacy rate
e Limited employment opportunities
e Influence of modernization on traditional culture

e These challenges slow down their overall development.
Conclusion:

With the continuous efforts of the government of Chhattisgarh and its administration, the Baiga
community is gradually becoming a part of mainstream development They are now benefiting from
government housing schemes and are starting to live in permanent houses, and they are increasingly
engaging in settled agriculture. The Baga Janjati is an important tribal community with a rich cultural
heritage and traditional lifestyle. Although government schemes and modernization have brought some
positive changes, the community still faces socio-economic challenges. Special attention is needed to
improve education, healthcare, and employment opportunities while preserving their cultural identity.
Sustainable development policies and community participation can help in achieving balanced growth for

the Baga tribe.
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