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 The rapid advancement of digital image editing tools has made it 

increasingly difficult to distinguish between authentic and manipulated 

images, raising serious concerns regarding the reliability of visual 

content in areas such as media, security, and digital forensics. Existing 

image forgery detection methods often rely on single-feature analysis, 

which limits their effectiveness in detecting complex or well-blended 

manipulations. To address this limitation, this paper proposes a hybrid 

multi-feature framework for image forgery detection that integrates 

Error Level Analysis (ELA), noise variance analysis, and histogram-

based feature extraction. The proposed method analyzes compression 

inconsistencies, irregular noise patterns, and variations in pixel 

intensity distribution to capture different types of image manipulation 

artifacts. These complementary features are combined using a weighted 

fusion strategy to generate a unified decision score for classification. 

The proposed approach is training-free and computationally efficient, 

making it suitable for real-time and resource-constrained environments. 

The method is evaluated on the CASIA v2.0 dataset, which includes a 

variety of authentic and tampered images. Experimental results 

demonstrate that the proposed framework achieves improved and 

balanced performance compared to individual feature-based methods, 
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with an accuracy of 59.89% and consistent performance across 

precision, recall, and F1-score metrics. Overall, the proposed hybrid 

approach provides a simple, effective, and robust solution for digital 

image forgery detection and offers practical applicability in real-world 

image authentication scenarios. 

INTRODUCTION 

In the modern digital era, images play a central role in communication, information sharing, and 

decision-making. They are widely used in social media platforms, news reporting, surveillance systems, 

medical imaging, and legal documentation [1]. Due to this widespread usage, the authenticity of digital 

images has become a critical concern. At the same time, the availability of advanced image editing tools 

has made it very easy to alter images in a realistic manner [2].  

Even non expert users can manipulate images using simple software or mobile applications, making it 

difficult to visually distinguish between genuine and forged images. Image forgery refers to the process 

of modifying an image in such a way that it conveys false or misleading information. Common types of 

forgery include copy-move, splicing, and object insertion or removal [3].  

These manipulations can be used for harmful purposes such as spreading fake news, creating false 

evidence, or misleading viewers in critical situations [4]. Therefore, detecting image forgery has become 

an important problem in the field of digital forensics. Several techniques have been developed to address 

this problem. Many existing methods focus on analyzing specific characteristics of images. For example, 

Error Level Analysis (ELA) is used to detect inconsistencies introduced during image compression [5]. 

Similarly, noise-based methods analyze the inherent sensor noise present in images [6], while histogram-

based approaches examine the distribution of pixel intensities [7].  

Although these techniques are useful, each of them has certain limitations. ELA-based methods may fail 

when im ages are recompressed uniformly. Noise-based approaches may not perform well when high-

quality editing tools are used. Histogram-based methods often struggle to detect subtle or well-blended 

manipulations [8]. In real-world scenarios, image forgeries are often complex and involve multiple 

editing operations, making it difficult for single-feature methods to achieve reliable performance. 

However, existing methods such as ELA, noise-based, and histogram-based approaches rely on single-

feature analysis and often fail to detect complex or well-blended forgeries. These methods lack 

robustness when multiple manipulations are applied. Therefore, there is a need for a hybrid approach that 
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combines multiple complementary features to improve detection performance and reliability. To address 

these challenges, there is a need for a more robust approach that can capture different types of 

inconsistencies present in manipulated images. Combining multiple features can provide a more 

comprehensive analysis, as each feature contributes unique information about the image [9].  

However, many existing multi-feature approaches rely on machine learning or deep learning models, 

which require large amounts of training data and computational resources [10]. This limits their 

applicability in real-time or resource constrained environments. In this work, a hybrid multi-feature 

framework for image forgery detection is proposed. The method combines Error Level Analysis, noise 

variance analysis, and histogram-based features to detect inconsistencies in digital images. A weighted 

fusion mechanism is used to integrate these features into a single decision score. The proposed approach 

is simple, does not require any training phase, and is computationally efficient. The proposed framework 

is evaluated using a standard dataset containing both authentic and tampered images with different types 

of manipulations. Experimental results demonstrate that the method achieves improved robustness 

compared to individual feature-based approaches. While some single feature methods may perform well 

in specific cases, the proposed fusion-based approach provides a more balanced performance across 

different evaluation metrics. 

The main contributions of this work can be summarized as follows: 

• A hybrid framework that combines multiple complementary features for image forgery detection.  

• A simple and effective fusion strategy for integrating ELA, noise, and histogram features. 

• A lightweight and training-free approach suitable for real time applications.  

• A comprehensive evaluation and comparison with base line methods using standard performance 

metrics. 

RELATED WORK 

Image forgery detection has been widely studied in the field of digital image forensics, and several 

techniques have been proposed based on different types of image characteristics. These methods can be 

broadly categorized into compression based, noise-based, histogram-based, and learning-based ap 

proaches. Compression-based techniques are among the earliest methods used for forgery detection. 

Error Level Analysis (ELA) is a well-known approach that detects inconsistencies introduced during 

JPEG compression [1].  



         The Academic                                                                          Volume 4 | Special Issue 3 | April 2026 

Jitendra Mehta, Peerzada Hamid                                                                                                   Page | 419 

Since different regions of a manipulated image may undergo different compression levels, ELA can 

highlight suspicious areas. However, its performance degrades when the entire image is recompressed 

uniformly or when high-quality compression is applied. Noise-based methods analyze the inherent sensor 

noise present in digital images. Natural images typically exhibit consistent noise patterns, while 

manipulated regions may show irregularities due to editing operations [2].  

Several studies have utilized noise variance and sensor pattern noise for detecting tampering. Although 

these methods are effective in certain scenarios, they are sensitive to image quality and may fail when 

advanced editing techniques are used. Histogram-based approaches focus on analyzing the distribution of 

pixel intensities in an image. Image manipulation often alters the natural distribution of pixel values, 

which can be detected using statistical analysis of histograms [3].  

These methods are computationally efficient and easy to implement, but they may not be able to detect 

subtle or well-blended forgeries. In recent years, machine learning and deep learning-based methods have 

gained popularity for image forgery detection. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and other deep 

architectures have been used to automatically learn discriminative features from images [4].  

These approaches generally achieve higher accuracy compared to traditional methods. However, they 

require large labeled datasets, significant computational resources, and extensive training, which limits 

their applicability in real-time or resource-constrained environments. To overcome the limitations of 

single-feature approaches, some studies have explored multi-feature fusion techniques. By combining 

multiple types of features, such as texture, noise, and compression artifacts, these methods aim to 

improve detection performance and robustness [5].  

Although fusion based approaches show promising results, many of them rely on complex models or 

training procedures. In contrast, the approach proposed in this work focuses on a simple and efficient 

fusion of complementary features without requiring any training phase. By integrating Error Level 

Analysis, noise variance, and histogram-based features, the proposed method aims to achieve a balance 

between accuracy, robustness, and computational efficiency. 

PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 

The proposed framework introduces a hybrid multi feature approach for image forgery detection by 

integrating compression-based, noise-based, and statistical features. The method is designed to capture 

multiple inconsistencies introduced during image manipulation and combine them into a unified decision 
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score. The overall process follows a sequential f low consisting of preprocessing, feature extraction, 

feature normalization, feature fusion, and classification 

A) Input Representation and Preprocessing 

The experiments were conducted using the CASIA v2.0 dataset, which contains both authentic and 

tampered images with various types of manipulations. Let the input image be represented as: 

                                   

Where I(x,y) denotes the pixel intensity at spatial location (x, y). The input image is first resized to a 

fixed resolution and normalized to ensure uniformity across all samples. This step ensures that 

subsequent feature extraction is not affected by variations in image size or intensity scale. 

 

B) Error Level Analysis (ELA) 

To detect compression inconsistencies, Error Level Analysis is performed by recompressing the image 

and computing the absolute difference: 

                

This operation measures the pixel-wise deviation introduced during recompression. In authentic images, 

compression artifacts are relatively uniform across the image. However, in manipulated images, different 

regions often undergo different compression histories, leading to non-uniform error levels. As a result, 

higher values of ELA(x,y) indicate potential tampered regions.  

To obtain a global representation, the mean ELA value is computed: 

                   

Where N represents the total number of pixels. This aggregated value captures the overall compression 

inconsistency present in the image. 

C) Noise Variance Analysis 

Natural images exhibit consistent sensor noise patterns. Image manipulation disrupts this consistency, 

which can be quantified using statistical variance: 
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Where µ is the mean intensity given by: 

                                   

The variance σ2 measures the spread of pixel intensities around the mean. In genuine images, this 

variation follows a natural distribution, whereas manipulated regions often intro duce irregular 

fluctuations. Therefore, higher variance values indicate possible inconsistencies in noise patterns 

 

D) Histogram-Based Feature Extraction 

The histogram feature captures the distribution of pixel intensities: 

                    

 

Where k represents the intensity level. The histogram provides a global statistical representation of the 

image. Image manipulation often alters the natural distribution of pixel intensities, resulting in abnormal 

peaks or distortions. To quantify this behavior, the standard deviation of the histogram is computed: 

                     

 

where L is the number of intensity levels and ¯H is the mean histogram value. This measure reflects the 

irregularity in intensity distribution. 

 

E) Feature Normalization 

Since the extracted features have different ranges, normalization is applied: 

                      

 



         The Academic                                                                          Volume 4 | Special Issue 3 | April 2026 

Jitendra Mehta, Peerzada Hamid                                                                                                   Page | 422 

This transformation scales all features into a common range, ensuring that no single feature dominates 

due to magnitude differences 

 

F) Feature Fusion 

The normalized features are combined using a weighted linear model: 

 

 

Where w1, w2, w3 represent the importance of each feature. In this work, a higher weight is assigned to 

ELA as it provides strong evidence of compression inconsistency, while noise and histogram features 

contribute complementary information. The fusion process integrates multiple perspectives of image 

inconsistencies into a single scalar value, enabling more robust detection compared to individual features. 

 

G) Decision Rule 

The final classification is performed using a threshold-based decision: 

 

 

Where T is a threshold computed from the mean of fusion scores across the dataset: 

 

This decision rule enables binary classification of images based on the combined feature representation. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A) Simulation Setup 

The performance of the proposed hybrid image forgery detection framework was evaluated using the 

CASIA v2.0 dataset, which contains a diverse collection of authentic and tampered images. The dataset 

includes multiple forgery types such as splicing, copy-move, and object insertion, making it suitable for 

evaluating the robustness of detection algorithms under real-world conditions. A total of 12,614 images 

were utilized in the experiment, including both genuine and forged samples. All images were 

preprocessed by resizing them to a fixed resolution of 256 × 256 pixels and normalizing pixel values to 
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the range [0, 1]. This preprocessing step ensures consistency in feature extraction and reduces variability 

caused by differences in image resolution and intensity scales.  

The proposed framework was implemented using Python with OpenCV and Numpy libraries. The 

experiments were conducted on a standard computing environment without the use of GPU acceleration, 

demonstrating the lightweight nature of the approach. Performance evaluation was carried out using 

widely accepted classification metrics, including accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. 

B) Quantitative Performance Evaluation 

The proposed method was compared with three baseline approaches: Error Level Analysis (ELA), noise 

variance analysis, and histogram-based feature analysis. The results are presented in Table I. 

 

The results indicate that the ELA-based method achieves the highest standalone accuracy due to its 

strong ability to capture compression inconsistencies. However, the proposed hybrid method achieves 

competitive performance while maintaining a better balance across all evaluation metrics. In particular, 

the proposed method demonstrates improved recall compared to histogram-based approaches, indicating 

its effectiveness in detecting forged images. 

C) Multi-Metric Performance Comparison 

 



         The Academic                                                                          Volume 4 | Special Issue 3 | April 2026 

Jitendra Mehta, Peerzada Hamid                                                                                                   Page | 424 

Fig. 1 provides a detailed comparison of all methods across accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. It 

can be observed that while ELA achieves slightly higher accuracy, the proposed method exhibits more 

stable performance across all metrics.  

The noise and histogram-based methods show lower performance due to their limited ability to capture 

complex forgery patterns. In contrast, the proposed method effectively com bines complementary 

features, resulting in improved detection capability. The balanced F1-score of the proposed method 

further indicates that it maintains a good trade-off between precision and recall. 

D) Confusion Matrix Analysis 

 

The confusion matrix shown in Fig. 2 provides insight into the classification behavior of the proposed 

method. A high number of true negatives (correctly identified genuine images) and true positives 

(correctly detected forged images) can be observed, indicating effective classification performance.  

However, the presence of false positives and false negatives suggests that some images are misclassified. 

These errors are primarily due to subtle manipulations or high-quality edits that do not significantly alter 

compression, noise, or intensity distributions. Despite these challenges, the model maintains a balanced 

classification performance without strong bias toward either class 

E) ROC Curve and Discrimination Capability 

The ROC curve comparison presented in Fig. 3 illustrates the trade-off between true positive rate and 

false positive rate across different thresholds. The proposed method consistently outperforms noise and 

histogram-based approaches, indicating better discrimination capability.  
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Although the ELA method achieves slightly better performance in certain regions of the curve, the 

proposed method provides more consistent behavior across the entire range. 

 

The area under the curve (AUC) for the proposed method is approximately 0.62, which indicates a 

moderate but reliable ability to distinguish between forged and genuine images. 

F) Feature Contribution Analysis 

 

Fig. 4 illustrates the contribution of each feature in the fusion model. The ELA feature is assigned the 

highest weight, reflecting its strong capability in detecting compression-based inconsistencies. Noise 
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variance and histogram features con tribute additional complementary information, allowing the system 

to detect manipulations that may not be captured by ELA alone. 

This weighted fusion strategy enhances the overall robust ness of the model by leveraging the strengths 

of multiple features while reducing their individual limitations. 

G) Discussion and Key Insights 

The experimental results demonstrate that the proposed hybrid approach provides a robust and balanced 

solution for image forgery detection. While ELA achieves high accuracy as a standalone method, it is 

limited to compression-based artifacts. The proposed method overcomes this limitation by integrating 

multiple features, making it more adaptable to diverse manipulation types. 

The results also highlight that noise and histogram features alone are insufficient for reliable detection. 

However, when combined with ELA, they significantly enhance detection robustness. The proposed 

method achieves a good balance between accuracy, precision, and recall, which is critical for practical 

applications. 

Furthermore, the training-free nature of the framework ensures low computational complexity, making it 

suitable for real-time deployment. Overall, the proposed method offers a practical trade-off between 

performance, efficiency, and robustness, making it a promising solution for digital image forensics. 

CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

This paper presented a hybrid multi-feature framework for image forgery detection by integrating Error 

Level Analysis (ELA), noise variance, and histogram-based features. The proposed approach aims to 

capture multiple types of inconsistency introduced during image manipulation and combine them using a 

weighted fusion strategy. The experimental evaluation on the CASIA v2.0 dataset demonstrates that the 

proposed method achieves an accuracy of 59.89%, outperforming noise-based and histogram-based 

approaches while main training competitive performance with the ELA-based method. Although ELA 

achieves slightly higher standalone accuracy, it is limited to compression-related artifacts. In contrast, the 

proposed framework provides a more balanced performance across precision, recall, and F1-score, 

indicating its ability to generalize across different types of image manipulations. 

The analysis of the confusion matrix shows that the proposed method is capable of correctly identifying a 

significant number of genuine and forged images, while maintaining a balanced classification behavior. 

The ROC curve further confirms that the method achieves a moderate but reliable discrimination 
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capability with an AUC of approximately 0.62. Additionally, the feature contribution analysis highlights 

that while ELA plays a dominant role, the inclusion of noise and histogram features enhances the overall 

robustness of the system. Another important advantage of the proposed framework is its training-free 

nature, which makes it computationally efficient and suitable for real-time or resource constrained 

applications. The method does not rely on large datasets or complex training procedures, making it 

practical for deployment in real-world scenarios. 

Despite these advantages, the proposed method has certain limitations. The performance may be affected 

in cases of highly compressed images or advanced editing techniques where inconsistencies are minimal. 

Additionally, the use of fixed weights in the fusion process may not be optimal for all types of images. 

Future work will focus on improving the adaptability and accuracy of the proposed framework. Adaptive 

weight optimization techniques, such as evolutionary algorithms or optimization-based methods, can be 

explored to dynamically adjust feature importance. The integration of deep learning based features with 

the current statistical features can further enhance detection performance. Moreover, extending the 

framework to perform region-level or pixel-level localization of tampered areas using ground truth masks 

will improve its practical applicability. Overall, the proposed hybrid approach provides a simple, 

efficient, and robust solution for image forgery detection and establishes a strong foundation for further 

research in multi-feature-based digital image forensics. 
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